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The Kinds of Prayer are Handled, | 
Right Manner of Praying licovered:S Ye) T: 
Caſes oP this Duty are reſolved: 


EP H. 6. 18. Praying always with We 
and ſappbiiuticn an the Spirit, ond Wag ch 
thercunto 17th all perſeverance,and ſupp lies be ; , 
for all Saints. _ 

U wa which 1s added, 
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That Family-Duty ma y not |; omitted, nor 
Duty giſcourazed,throv, Inalbuity of Urtcpa 
.._ and Expreilion. 
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Truly Honourable LADY, 


HESTER,; 
lady BLOUNT, 


Mercy, Grace, and Pzace be multiplied. 


Much Fimnuired Madam, | 


1K” I kad the Happineſs to be- 
long tvnto your Noble Family, 
the Pavours I received were weighty 
518.25, and have letit too deep an imprefli- . » 
ON VPCAMNe, ever tone worn off, lnever_ - 
lived more free from Care and Trouble, 2 
than when 1 lived with your Lady ſhip. 
Your Civility, your Bounty, your being * 
to mach concerned when I went away, ® 
| muſt remember while IT have memo+ +» 
ry. 
'Tis very pleaſing to me to reflect up- 
on the Opportunities I had when I lived. 
at Tittenbarzer, your {tately Houle ; not 
only of ftudying,but ol periorming thole * 
| A 3 ſecret 1 


be Fpiftle Dedicatory. 


| tecret Duties of Prayer and Meditation, 
* wherein Communion with God is ſo ex- 
| Ceeding ſweet, that all ſenſual delights 
and pleaſures are contemptible in com- 
pariſon Act that time the World was pre- 
ſented io me in the gayeſt dreſs; Your 
houſe large, and bravely tarniſhed; your 
gardens delightful 3 your park and walls 
hardly to be marche ; your Table a- 
bundantly and fumpiuouſly turnithed, 
Yetl muſt needs tz1] you, Tha God was 
ten thouſand times more to me than all this. 
When I fought him with my whoie 
Heart, and tonnd him , when { begg'd 
his Grace, and had the Grace I begg/d 
for. Ths, this, was it, which made my 
Life happy ; : ibis made me chearful in- 
deed, only 1 was ory to lee others take 
up, and be ſo much) cranſported wich 
lower pleaiures. 

Believe me, Madam, nay, believe the 
Lord himſelf, Religion and Joy are not 
inconſiſtent. The ways of Wildom are ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all the paths thereof are 
pathsof prace. Tho' David had a Crown 
of pure Gold on his Head, cho' he was 
Loid of fuch a Country which was then 
the glory of all Lands. yer we kind that 
God was his Joy ; and that was his Lan- 


guage: : 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
guage: Hbom bave 1 11 Heaven but thee, © 
ond there 1s none on Farth that I deſire beſides 
thee, Whereas Solomon his Son, indul- 
ging bis Fleih, and too much forgetting 
God, did but hereby contribute to kis 
own diſquiet. He wade him great works, 
be built houſes, aw pt anied uineyards; be 
made gardens ard orchards, and planted 
frees in thim of all {ts of fruits he made 
pools of Wutrr that the trees rnght be the 
27076 flourihing. H- bad ſervants and 1mai- 
dens poſſe [ſans of great and {mall cattle 4» 
bowe ali rhit were before him in Feruſalem. 
He gath:y.d filver and gold and the peculiar 
treaſure: of KR ngs, and of the Provinces. He 
bad min jg ors and women. fingers, and the 
delirtirs of the ſums of men; and muſical in- 
{t+ rurnents of f ll forts. Nay, what never bes 
exes dejired, be kepr not fromthem 3 neither 
aid be 21::h-hold jrom bis Heart any joy. 
How Lark; - 2 Inventory 1 is here of what 
is gratifying ro the Senſes yet in the 
mid(t ot all, he cries our, Behold all « va- 
nity and woxation of Brit, and there is no 
profit under the jun, Eeclel. 2. 4411. 
Madan, Learneltly defire your eternal 
welfare, and alſo your preſent joy: And 
truly, there mult be Godlineſs not in the 
Form only, but in the Power allo, or elſe 


A 3 you 


e Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

- You will be a Stranzer to the pleaſure of 
— Chriſtianity. God is the Soul's Centre. 
Reſt is elſewhere in vain expected. The 

more Jou acquaint your felf with him, the 
more perfect your peace will be ; and thereby 
good will come wito jou. 

Theie enſuing Sermons concerning 
Prayer, I hope, through che blefling of 
Gou, may be a means to make Devotion 
much more lervent, And 'tis not vain 
to ſeek him that is1o willing to be found, 
and whole ſufficiency is ſach, that he can 
ſatisfy your deſires wien they are moſt 
enlarged, 

That the Lord of Heaven would bleſs 
You, and all the Branches of your illu- 
firious Family, and make all eminent for 
Piety and Holineſs, which will be your 


trueſt Honour, and greateſt Dignity, is 
the Prayer of, 


MADAM, 


Your Ladijhips met Humble, 


and mojt oblined Seryant, 


Nath. Vincent. 


To 


y 


Tothe READE Rg S, eſpeci- } 
ally Them that were Hearers 
of chele following Serinons. 

Beloved Brethren, 


ÞB 2 Eing about to read a Book concerning Prayer, 

how convement s ut you ſhould begin rot! 
Prayer, that you may read with profee ? Lift vp 
therefore your hearts unto GOD. and deſire Grace £9 
do what # made known to be your Duty. 

GOD's Preceprs are for your profit 3 3 Ho & not 
Weng of being advantaged, for he u infinitelyand 

eternal ſelf-ſufficient ; but you your ſelver will be 
benefitted by your Obedience, He requires you to 
come to the Throne of Grace, that he may impart 
his Grace and Mercy unto you that fo much ſtand 
z1 need of it, 'Tis the property of Good to be com- 
municative of itſeif: and theLord obo is the Sum- 
mum Bonum, hizheſt and cbiefeſt Good, doth 
give moſt of all liberally. 

Prayer is an Ordinance that he hath appoint- 
ed; and 'ts a great Priviledgs we are allowed to 
pour out our Souls before bjm; hy Hand ts not foort- 
wed.hi car 8 not heavy, we (hall not be ſtrastned in 
him,if te are ftraztned in our wn bowels, 

Nu that never haus pray'd with any ſeriouſneſs 
of Spirit ſhouid cry now with the preater fervency. 
Yeu have not one vin pardoned, not one Corruptt- 
on mortified not one iaving Grace wrought 8 your 
Hearts ; you have not the leait part of your main 
tors dons : no Provifion at all made for Eternity, 
and another World. It concerns you therefore to 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
bep as for your Lives,that GOD would reconcile you 
to himſelf in Chriſt, and make you new Creatures, 
and become a Father and a Portion to you. 

Now « the accepted trme ; Now the Father of 
Mercies u upon the Mercy-Seat. Now the Lord 
Feſw u willing tobe your Adv:cate, and to inter- 
cede for you. Now the Spirit of Grace #s read) to 
help our Infirmities. Now forgiveneſs of Sin,and 
Life and Immortality are freely offer d ; may, you 
are antreated to accept them. Bue at will not be 
rus a/ways, ſhortly God will be inexorable ; the 
Advocate will be a judre to condemn, and the Spi- 
1:t will withdraw for ever, and the day of Grace 
will be ended. Oh therefore pray now, for then 
"2w31] be too late to pray. 

And for you that make Conſcience of this Duty, 
wreſtle till with preater vigour. Thoſe are the 
flrongeſt Chriſtians that are mightieſt in Prayer. 
He that prays well, will do all well beſides ; for ly 
Prayer ſtrength is obrained for the performance of 
every Duty, 

T have added a ſhort Treatiſe concerning the 
Gift of Prayer, becauſe many are weak and unexer- 
ciſed im this Duty, and have furniſhed them with 
Seripture expreſſions which are without controver- 
þ the beſt of all; and by prattice and diligence 
their ability may be encreaſed. 

Theſe Sermons were begged from Fleaven. I fol- 
low them with Prayer, that from thence they may 
be effeflual. not only to thoſe that have deſired the 
publiſhing of them, but unto all others, unto wheſe 
bands the Providence of GOD ſhall bring them. 

Natbanael Vinceat. 
E phel. 


Ephel, VI. 18. 


Praying always with all Prayer and ſupplica- 
tion in the ſpirit, and watching thereunts 
with ail perſeverance and jupplicaizon for 
all Saints. 


H E Apoſtle looking upon the Ephe- 

fians as Milicanc Saints, and fighting 

not againit Fieſh and Blood, bur a- 

gain(t the Principalitics and Powers 

of Darkneſs; he initructs them ro- 

wards the latter end of this Chapter, how they 
might become more than Conquerers. To 
rhis end he tells them firſt of all, where their - 
ftrength lay ; they muſt be ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power.of hu might, v.10. and then © 
gives them a compleat Armouur,which being pur » 
on, and the ſeveral pieces of ir skilfully uſed,the 
wilesof Satan will be fraſtrared, and themſelves 


enabled to withſtand in the evil day, and having » 4 


done all to ſtand. 

r. They mutt be girded about with the pir- 
dle of truth. By Error Satan has great advan- + 
rage; bow many, like Children, are rofſed ro + 
and fro by every wind of Doctrine? bur a j 
ment rightly informed, and well ſettled, thar 
bays the truth, and will by no meansfell it, bas 
a great influence upon a Chriſtians ſteadfattneſs 
and growth in Grace, 

A 5 2, They 


ray Anvayr.. 

, They muſt have on the Breaſt-plare of 
Righteonineſs 3 ; they muſt be rightcous in heart, 
righteous it fincerity. A Conicience purged 
irom dcad works, 18 @ better defence than a 
Will of Brais. Sat an Cannot ſo eafily diſquier 
them tbat arc ſincere, neither 1s he able ro cor- 
rupt them ; their holinels beiog true, fin 15 bared, 
the allurements unto fin are contemned , ard 
God is followed hard afrer. 

3. Their feet muſt be ſhod wit! the Preparati- 
on of the Goſpel of Peace. IT hey mult be encon- 
raged by thar peace which the Goſpel publiſhes, 
ro run the way of God's Commandments ; and 
that tho' thoſe ways are never ſo difficult and 
unpleaſant ro fleſh and blood they muft hold faſt 
the Profetlion of their Faith, and depart from 
Evil, and go 1» the path that is called boly ; 

:ho' by thus doing. they never {o much expoſe, 
and make thernieivesa pre 

4 Above all, thy mul? rake the ſhield of faith, 
whereby they may quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked. Satan's Tem \prarions are Darts; he 
{ does defipn our wounding, our pain,onr death, 
' inſhooting of them : And theſe Darts may well 
be called fiery, they are ſhot from Hell, and an 
| Hellin the Contcjence they make,if they are nor 

- quenched ; bur Faith is a Shield to repel and 
beat them back: Faith mak«s Application of 
theRighteonſneſs and ftrength of Chriſt,and by 
thie-rieans, not only former wounds are afſwa- 
ged ahd healed, burthe Soul is more ſecured for 
the furure. 

5, The He/met of Salvation muſt cover their 

beads 


Pray Always. 


heads in this day- of Bartle with evil Angels. 
A lively hope of Salvation is very encouraging 
both unto patient continuance in well-doing, 
and alſo unto fuffering for the ſake of righteout- 
nels. 

6. The Apoſtle relis chem, thar the ſword of 
the Spirit,which s the word of God ruſt be made 
uleof. It this word be underitood, belteved, 
thought on, loved, ftood in awe of; if it rhus 
abide in us, we ſhall be ſtrong, and overcame 
the evil one. 

T heſe are tbe pieces of the Armour of God. 
Bur in this Combat with the Deyil,is there not 
need of Auxiliary Forces ? certainly there is a 
necefiity of fuccour from Heaven. The Captain 
therefore of ourSalvation, muſt be look'd unto, & 
divine aid continually implored and begyg'd for. 
By Prayer we bave power with God,and pow- 
er againſt our ſpiritual Enerntes. No wonder 
that the Apoltle enjoyns praving always with all 
prayer and fopplitdbicn in the ſbi r1t, &C, 


The Text may be divided into theſe parts : 

E. Here is a Duty commanded, in the perfor- 
mance of which lies ſafety ; 3 and that 1s 
Praying. | 

IT. The extent of ths Duty, it mus be always, 
and it mult be &1th all prayer, 

131. The due qualifications of thy Duty,which 
are theſe following : 

1, Ir muſt be 5 che Spirit. 

2, It muit be with Watching. 

3. Ir muſt be with all perſeverance.” . 

4. Ir 


m Pray Always. 
4. It maſt be with a publick Spirit, we muſt 
pray for al! Saints, as well as tor our ſelves, fince 
they arc ergaged in the fame War, 

That theic words may be the better nnder- 
ſtood, I ſhall anſwer theie teveral queſtions, 

i. Is there any difference between Prayer and 
Supplication * I anſwer, The word >gcowy 
Which is tranſlated Prayer, does intimate we 
bave to do with God in Prayer; to bim we 
are to direct our Petitions as an Hearer, as an 
Heiper, The word 4i»vac which is tranſlated 
Supphication, does intimate that there muſt be 
an acknowiedgment of our own indigency and 
warts, ard 4 looking to the all-ſufficient Lord 
for lupply, 

2. Another Queſtion 1s this: What # meant 
by praying alwazs * I aniwer, the Greek Phraſe 
which the Holy Gboſt uſerth, is, & 7am xg, 
which Ggnifies, To pray every opportunity chat 8 
cffered. This Texr does give no encourage- 
ment unto tbe {ond Sect of the Exchites, who 
tbovght that Prayer was io be their whole bu- 
fineſs: No, no there are other Duties which 
God calls for, and which this of Prayer maſt 
nor julile £wr, Bur all rboſe opportunities 
which are a#c1d-d for Prayer, maſt be heed- 
fally obſerved, jovfally laid hold on, and dili- 
gently improved, This is tro pray always : It's 
faid of Mephibeſheth, That he did eat always, 
or continually, at the King's Table, 2 Sam.9.13. 
What ſhall we fr; hence infer, rbat be {pent 
day and nigbr 1n nuthbing but eacing ? no ſuch 
matter; but when the Seaſon or Meal-time 

| came, 


« 


» 


Pray Always. F 
came, he was preſent. So to, pray always, # 
to pray whenever prayer # ſeaſmable. 

3. A third queſtion 18. hat s meant by aft 
Prayer * Bullinger refers this to the intention 
of the mind ; laying, thar in this Duty, there 
mutt be all poſſible devotion and intenrnels,and 
fervency of heart, But Muſculw wnderitands 
Prayer of every fort; atd wdced all kinds of 
Prayer which God has appuinied, are needful, 
and the Lord is ready, by che Communicati- 
ons of his Grace, to encourage to the practice 
of this Duty in the full extent and latuude of 
It, 

4. Another queſtion is this : }hat are we to 
underſtand by Prayer in the Spirit ? ſome refer 
this clauie to the rbings asked, as if we fi-ould 
ſligbr a!l word!y Enjoy ments, and ask only for 
thoſe Blefſings that are ſpiritual. "Tis confeſſed 
that ſpiritual Bleffings are to be moſt prized, 
and to be begged with the greateſt importuni- 
ty; bur Fer temporal Mercies may alſo with 
ſabmittion be debred. Daily Bread we are al- 
lowed to ask for; and that Bread is {weereſt,. 
and mot bleſt, that is the fruit of Prayer. OQ- 
thers obſerve, and rightly, thar this paſſage, 
praying, & T1-vuaT, in the ſpirit, may have re- 
lation both to the Spirit of God, and the Spirit 

of him that Prays. 
' 1, Jt may have relation unto the Spirit of 
God. The Holy Ghoftt makes interceſſion for 
believers. according to the wil! of God ; he helps 
their infirmitien,wmho of themſelves know not what 
to pray for as they ought, Rom.$.26,2.7. 
2, It 


'- | Pray ahvays. 

2, It may bave relation unto the ſþirit of him 
that prays, Prayer mult be the off-ipring. of 

the heart, or elle 'twill not be of 
In R-irg!9- any value or efficacy. The Spirit 
ne nn fit, of « man muſt underſtand whar, 
quot corn 4nd the worth of what is prayed 
facit. for, and the affections muſt be 
ſKirred in order to the attainment of it. 

5. A fifth queſtion 1s, what are we to under- 
ſtand by watching unto Prayer with all perſeve- 
rance* We muſt watch over our hearts, and 
watch for God, and this mutt be with coniinu- 
ance ; unleſs we continue to watch and pray, 
we may quickly enter and iail into Temptation. 
And fince all militant Saints arein danger as 
well as we, and ftand in {o near relation to 
Chrift, and to us, we ſhou!d be nwch concern- 
ed for them,ſo as todefire their ſafety and wel- 
fare as our own, 


There are fix Dottcines which theſe words 
aJTord us. 

1, A Chriſtian's ſecurity lies very much in 
praying aitvays. 

2. All Prayer # of Concernment to be uſed, 

3. Prayer, when rightly performed, #8 ſuppli- 
cation in the Spirit. 

4. In Prazer Wat 
ent, 

5. We muſt perſevere if we would ſpeed in 
Prayer. 

6. Our ſpirits muſt be ſo publick, as to ſupplt* 
cate for ali the Saints,as well as for our ſelves. 

I Def. 1. 


5 > X, | : 
ching is a nece{/ary ingred;- 
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Do#. 1, I begin with the firſt of theſs Do-« 
Arines, That a Chriſtian's ſecurity lies very much 
in praying always, Altho' he be armed from 
bead to foot with the Armour of God ; which 
if any in the World, is Armour of proof, yet he 
is not fate without Prayer. Saims in Scriptare 
bave lookt upon the Throne of Grace as their 
Aſylum and Sanctuary, and bave come hither 
for refuge and ſtrength in their troubles and 
temprations. David when he perceived the de- 
ceit and hatred of bis Adyerſaries, who fought 
againſt him without cauſe, ſays, 'twas his 
courſe, and trulv twas a wile one, to give him- 
ſelf to Prayer, Plal. to9.4. When his Soul was 
among Lyons, and he dwelt among ihole that 
were {ct on fire, he then cries unto God that per- 
. formed all things for him, Pial. 57.2. When the 
Apoſtle Paul was buffered by the Metſenger of 
Satan, he be/ought the Lord thrice, that it miphe 
depart from him; and had this Anſwer, My grace 
15 ſuſfictent for thee, 2 Cor.12.7,89, Nay, the 
very Captain of our Salvation, Chriſt himſelf, 


4 not only uſed the Word of God in tempration, 


' and overcame the Deyil by Scriprure- weapons, 
; bur allo he was wonderfully fervent in Pray- 
; er, Heb.5. 7. In the days of his fleſh he offered up 
| prayers and ſupplications with ſtrong crying and 
tears, unto him that tas able to ſave him from 
aeath, and was heard in that he feared. 

I ſhall ſpeak unto this Doctrine in this fol- 
| lowing order. Firlt, Give you a Definition of 
 Prayer,thar you may know what 'tis. Secondly, 

1 Inform 


8 "Trap p 3 
Inform you what zt is to pray altbays. Thirdly, 
Shew you why a Chriftian's Securiry liesin Pray- 
er, Fonrthly, Giveyon /eme reaſons why he 
ſhould be always Praying, Fifchly, aniwer fome 
ObjeQ1ons that are made againſt this Duty Latily: 
Make Application. 

In the tirit place 7 am togive you a Definition 
of Prayer, that you may underitand the nature 
of ir. Damaſcen.1.3. de Orth. Fid.c. 24. gives 
this Deſcription 3 s Foe otu* ” EXty 21a, 297; Th »; Tpuc 
F O47, t, arrnorc Twi Soriunitles TY; "QUTH, Proer 7s 
an aſcenſim of the mind unto God, and arhing 
thoſe things which are convenient from him. The 
Mind maſt aſcend as well as the Voice, and 
both muſt be directed unto Gotl alone ; and 
thoſe things only mutt be detired which the wiſe 

and giacions God ſees con- 

Oratis eft acti5 vyenient. Aquinas defines 
rations practice Prayer, An Att of the pratti- 
voluntatis deſrde- ca! Underſtanding, explaining 
rium explicantH, deſire of the Wall, and re- 
Gy ab alits aliquid f 
poſtulantis.Aquin. quefting ſomet ving from ano- 
in2. 2, Qu, 83, tbr, which being applid un- 
art t. to God, amounts to thus 

much, that both the mind and 
will do aft in Prayer : the mind makes known 
whar the Will defires. Plal. 38.9. Lord, all 
my deſire 3s before thee, and my proaning 11 not 
hid from thee : and then likewiſe there 1s an 


earneſt craving to have this defire ſarisfied.P/.90. 
14. Ob ſatisfy w.early with thy Mercy, that we 
may rejoyce and be glad all our days, 


Bur 


Pray Always. Fo) 

Bur a more full definition of Prayer is this. 
Prayer s a Duty performed unto God b» ſenſible 
and believing Seuls, in which they ak, for things 
according to hu will, in the name of Chriſt with 
thanksgiving for mhat alr:ady has been recerved. 
This Definition I ſhall take in pieces, and explain 
the parts of 1t. 

1. Prayer # a Duty, "tis part of that Homage 
and Worſhip which we owe to God 3 this 1s 
evident by the light of Nature; the Hearben 
Mariners cried unto the Lord for preſervation un 
a Storm, Jon.1.5. but 'tis more evident by Scri= 
pture-lighr, Commands ro pray are frequent, 
And he that does reſtrain pravcr, caſts ff the fear 
of God, and fays unto the Almighty De; art trom 
me, Fob 21.14,15. Prayer is a Duty, for we 
are obliged ro it by a Precept; aud that Pre- 
Cept is for onr Profit: We need belp from Hea- 
ven, and our Wants that are of grearelt con- 
cernment to be ſupplied, can be {upplied by 
none, bur by him that is Al! ſufficient ; and 
when we cry to him, we give him glnry. for 
It argues we believe his power and Mercy, 
which prove him able, and ready to ſuccour 
and relieve us. 

2. Prayer is to be performed unto God, and 
to him only, Matt:4 10. Then ſhale worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve: 
Unto thee my God, and my King. will I pray fays 
David, P\. 5. 2. and v.3. I will dve®? my prayer 
unto thee, and will look up. God's Hand is not 
ſhorrned, rhar it cannot ſave, neither 1s his Ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear, He is able ro do, 
nor 
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nor only ro the urrermoſt of our defires, 64 
exceeding abundantly, absv2 all that we can e:- 
ther 45k; or think, Ephei. 3.20. The Papiits 
dangerouſly corrapt holy Worthip by their fin- 
ful Prayers ro Angels and Saiarts, and eſpecial- 
ly to the Virgin Mary. Cardinal Bonaventure 
bas blotted on the Name of Lord in the Book 
of rhe P/a/ms, and put in the Name of Lady, 
and rea-heth Chriitians 10 ack the ſame things 
of the Virgin Mary, which. Datid asked for at 
the Hands of God himfelf. Under the O/d Te- 
ftament we find that Believers dircCted their 
Supplications ro God himſelf, and found him 
ready to hear and ſave ; and under the Goſpel, 
where the manife{tation and communication of 
his Grace are more full and plemteous, is there 
need to go toany other ? No, no, Ore God can 
ſupply our needs, according to by riches in glo- 
ry by Chriſt Feſws, Ph.4. 19. 

3. Thoſe that pray, muſt be ſenſible: Tgno- 
rance and unbelief, ana hardneis of Hearr, 
make the words of Prayer a mockery and abo- 
mination, They that pray therefore, muſt be 
ſenſible of their /ins, of their needs, of their un- 
worthineſs, ro bave thoſe needs ſupplied ; final- 
ly, th:y muſt be ſenfible, chat none can help thew! 
but the God they are praying tf. 

* 1. They mult be ſenſible of therr ſins. Tacknoit- 
ledge my intquities, \ays David, and my ſin is cer 
before me, Pli.51.3. So Eſa.59.12. For our tranſ- 
greſſions are multiplied before thee and our ſins te- 
ſtify againſt us, for our tranſgreſſions are with us, 
for our rniquities we know them. Sin muſt be ac- 
knowledged 
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| knowledged with ſhame and ſorrow, elſe 'twill 


ſeparate between God and us,& prove a Cloud. 
taro'which our Prayers will never paſs. There 
muſt be ſuch a fence of fin as implies an hatred 
end wearineſs of it; for if the Heart out of 
love and liking of ir, bas a regard to fin, Gou's 
Exr will be deaf ,, and his Mercies reſtrained. 
ÞP{,66.18. If Irepard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear my prayer. 

2. They thar prey muſt be ſen/ible of their 
needs, All the poſterity of Adam are needy, 
bow rich and full ſoever they concert themſelves, 
The firſt Man being a publick Perſoun, bad rhe 
whole Stock in his own hand, and having loft 
it, has bepger d his whole Progeny ; we are all 
come ſhort of the glory of God, as deſcended 
from Adam; we are Heth and in our fleſh drwel- 
leth no good thing. This mui be underiiood 


; and believ'd, poverrv of Spirit Chrift comments, 


| 
; 


us 
o 
: 


and pronounces thoſe that are rh prov, Bleſſed, 
Matt. 5.3. For they that perccive they are wrereh= 
ed and miſerable, and empty, and naked, will cry 
the londerto the Lord jor gold try'd in the fire, 
to enrich them 3; and white raiment that they may 
be cloathed. The poor Man that is ready to 
ſtarve for hunger, bow does he cry out, Bread, 


| for the Lord's ſake, Bread: for he ſees his need 


of ir. The condemn'd MalefaCtor, how does 
he roar out for a Pardin 3; becauſe he ces his 
Life muſt quickly go without it. And were 
we bur better acquainred wich our wants, Oh 
what firorg cries would come from us,thar Si: 
might be forgiven,that Grace might be wings 
Lal 
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that Peace might be ſpoken ; that Spiritual 
Maladies might be healed ! we all need theſe 
things as much or more than the hungry ſtand 
in need of Bread, 

3. They that pray mutt be ſenGble of their 
unworthineſsto have their nced ſuppiied, Pare! 
cries our, He was leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, 
and Facob, that he was leſs than the leaſt of mer- 
cies. Fob lays, Behold IT am vile, and 1 abbor 
my ſelf, We cannot lay claim to any thing as 
our due, bur Wrath and the Curſe, Whatever 
God beſtows, ic muſt be reckoned given, not of * 
debt, but of pure and free Grace, Rom.4. Da- 
ariel in Prayer diſclaims all merit in his righte- 


ouiſneſs, acknowledges that confuſion of face be- | 


longed to him, and to Iſrael, becauſe of therr Re- 
bellions ; and ſays expreſly, We do not preſent 
our ſupplications to thee for our Righteouſneſs but 
for thy preat mercies, Dan.9.18, We mvoy beg 
indeed for the greate(t Mercies, and the gre or 
the ſurer we are to {peed ; for God is moit 11- 
beral of the greateſt; but atthe ſame time muſt 
be ſeaGble that the leait mercy is too good for 
ſuch evil ones a5 we are. 

4. They that pray, muſt be ſenſible, eat 
none can help them but the God they are praying to. 
Jer. 3. 23. Truly in vain xs ſalvation hoped for 
from the Hills and multitude of mountains (the 
firmeſt things on earth, will fail and. decetve 
our hopes.) truly in the Lord our God is the ſal- 
vation of Iſrael. Therefore David lays his 
charge upon his Soul, To waz? only upon God, and 


to have allits expectation from him, God will 
be 


ib 
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1be ſeriouſly ſought unto, when we are nnder the 
| Hower of this Conviction, that noother helper can 
| be found, | 

| 4. It follows in the definition, that thoſe thar 
4 pray muſt be' believing Souls, Faith is a Grace 
7rhar is required in all rheir Daties, if this be 
; wanting God will not be honoured by our Du- 
jos 5 nor var ſelves advantaged. Tho' we 


Jkear never fo often, If the word be not mixed 
1with faithit will not prefic w, Heb.q.2.-and un- 
leſs our Prayers are Prajers in Faith, they will 
4nor be effectual. Thole that pray indeed muft 
| be Believers, 
1. They muſt believe that God u, and that 
1 hos 4 4 rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him, 
q Heb.1 1. 6. They mult have rigix apprebenfi- 
ons of his gracious Nature, and of bis good will 
# rowards Men. He is willing to be reconciled, 
2nd has himſelf without being (ought untu,con- 
trived a way how Sinners Peace may be mate: 
1 He tends Embaſlaors to them to treat abour 
{ir : ard intrears thoſe that bave offended him, 
| | thar they would beno longer enemies by wick- 
| ed Works. He has declared, that fury # not in 
him towards thoſe that are defirons of Mercy, 
1 .nd that he does delight in nothing more than 
| 'n compaſlion ; and that if any do underſtand 
| and ſeek him, he is more willing ro be found, 
| than they can be eager to find him. Theſe things 
| being rightly conceived, encourage Praycr ;and 
7 Saran, by ſuggeſting the clean contrary, {taves 
oft many from this Duty. 


2, They. 
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2. They that pray aright, muſt by believing, 
be intereſted in Chriſt the Mediator. Chritt is 
the way, and no man cometh unto the Father 
but by him, Joh. 14.5. Cariit maſt be by Faith 
received as the Golpel otters him ; that is, as & 
. Prince and Saviour ; and by this Feith being u- 
nited to him, Gud looks upon Belicycrs as the 


Brethren of Coriſt, as the Spouſe of Chriſt : nay, 


which 15, nearer, as Chrift's Members, and will 
deny them nothing Thoſe thar belong ro 
Chriſt, God is a God ro them, and a Father ro 
them, as be is to Chriſt himſelf, and loves 
them as he ſoved Chrilt, Foh. 20. 17, Foh. 17, 
23. vurely he wili then grant them their re- 
queſts. 

3. They that pray muſt by Faith rely upon 
the promiſes that God has made of |; earing. He 
has ſaid, That they that 4k ſhall recesve, that 
they which ſech ſhall find, and to them that knock 
8: ſhall be opened, Mat. 7.7. And for further 
en-oursgement, becaule the Spirit teaches what 
i: ask,and bow to ask ; Chriſt aſſures us, That 
God wil! more readily o1ve his Spirit to thoſe that 

ak bim, than earthly Parents bread unto their 
hungry Children. Luke 11. l 3, If ye then be- 


ing evil, know hot to give good pifts to your chil- | 


dren, how much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
vive the holy ſpirit unto them that ask bim, How 
comprehenſive a prom 1ile 15 the promiſe of the 
' Spirit? His work is to apply that Salvation 
which Chriſt has purchaſed: and is ſent on 
purpcle thar he may endite ſuch Petitions for 
the Saiats as will find audience, How plainly 
bas 
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the Lord ſaid, That his eye 7; upon the righteous, 
and his ear open to their prayers,Pſ.34 15. Such 
words ſhould be refed on when we engage in 
this Duty. | 

4 The more confidently they that pray conclude 
the performance of Gea's promiſes, the more cer-= 
tain/ythey will be accompliſhed. Therefore we 
are commanded to asK in Faith, nothing wa- 
ering , Jam. 1.6. And we are encouraged to 
draw near with a true heart in full aſſurance of 
Faith, Heb. 10, 22. Ang hearken to our Lord 
bimſelf, Mar. 11. 24. Therefore T ſay unto you, 
whatever things ye deſire when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them , and ye ſhall have them, 
If we did but more firmly believe, that God, 
according to bis Covenant for his Son's ſake, 
has pardoned fin ; and will heal our Souls of 
their diftempers; and will give grace ſufficient : 
and make us ro grow and encrealſe with the in= 
creaſes of God : verily his promiſes would ap- 
pear to be real , and according to our Faith it 
would be t9 w. Thus you ſee how thoſe that pray, 
muſt be Believers. 

5. In Prayer things muſt be as hed for according 
to the will of God. 1 Job. 5 14. And this 55 the 
onfidence that we have in him, that if we ak 
ny thing according to his will, he heareth w. 
Chriſt rells his Diſciples, Foh.15. 7. If ye abide 


Sn me, and my mwords abide in you, ye ſhall ak 


what ye will, and at ſhall be done to you. The 
word abiding in us declares the Will of Gad, 
and regulates our Wills, and then what we will; 
we ſhall have it. Luther ſaid, Fiat voluntas mea, 

Let 


_ 
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Let my will be dine: Becauſe my will,O Lord, 
1s the ſame with thine. 

I do not wonder that many of the Heathens 
reaſoned again(t Prayer,they being unacquain- 
ted with the mind of God, knew nut what to 
ask for. Bur in the Scripture God has decla- 
red his mind to us, and rhat is our Directory, 
{ Diſjert 30.) Maximus Tyrius tells us, That if 
you take away Philoiophy out bf the World, 
You take away Te 481 ov 61 Oh 67m (0! , that . 
which alone knows how to pray. For, lays he, the 
Ph;lolopbers pray'd for Vertue, for tranquility of 
Conſcience, for anunb/amable Life, and a Death 
Full of giod hope. Bur how much more rruly 
may this be jaid concerning Chriltianity * 'Tis 
the Chriftian Religion that 1oforms many de- | 
grees beyond Philolophy, concerping the will 
of God, and what he is willing to beitow on 
us. 

There is a threefold will of God, which we 
are roregerd io Prayer ; his Will of Purpote,of 
— and of Promile, 

. Hu will of Purpoſe. God's Purpoſe con- 
cerning bis People, is wiſe and gracious, there- 
fore *tis called, The good pleaſure of hy gooanef}, 
by the Apoſtle, 2 The/.1.11. and 'tis but reaſon 
that this purpole ſhould be ſubmitted ro. We 
may ask ſometimes for that which ir may nor 
be fit forus to receive. In Temporals eſpecially 
we are ata loſs; and are not able rodetermine 
what nieaſure of luch kind of Mercies is moſt 
meet for us. When therefore we beg for the 
continuance of Life, the prolonging or reſtoring, . 

0 
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40111 and purpoſe of Gd may fland and be accom- 
'p/;ſhed: for we may conclude, - chart when rhe 
Lord denies outward Mercies, which we with 
fubmiſſton beg for, he intends kindneſs in thar 
| very denial, wy 

2. In Prayer, God s will of Precept m to be re- 
* garded; Whatever he commands us to dn, we 
may with b51dneſsgo ro bim'for ſtrength which 
may enable n: for the performance. The Lord 
calls and commands J/rae! ro tarn. "Tarr je, 


trn ye, from your evil ways, for why will ye die, 


O houſe of Iſrael. Ephraim torns this into Pray - 
er, Fer.31.18. Turn thou me, and T ſhall be turn- 
ed , for thou art the Lord my God. God ccm- 
manded David to keep by precept diligently. Da- 
vid takes hold of this, and cries our, Oh that 
'my ways were direRed that I mipht keep thy ſta- 
C. rates! P{rtg.4 5. He requires that we ſhould 
3 loveand fear bim ; we may wirhout preſumpri- 
on beg that he would circumciſe our bearts to 
love him, and put by fear into our hearts that we 
may not depart from him. ; 

3. In Prayer, God's Will ef Promiſes is allo to 
be eyed. 'And tho' the Promiſes of the Life 
'that now is, belong to Believers; 'yer eſpecially 


they prize and plead-the Promiſes of ſpiritual, 


and everlaſting Bleflings. Theſe we are to 
nok upon as exceeding great and freciomw, and 
ſure Promiſes ; and to beg, that by them we 
may be mad; partafe?s of the divine nature, and 


fy Fo 


$ of health, the enjoyment of outward comforts ; + 
8 all muft be done with.this proviſo, Thar the ' * 
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luft,2 Per. 1. 4. What can the-Lord promiſe 
more than he does? Pſ.14 11. The Lord God 
is a Sun and Shield, the Lord will give grace and 
glory, no good thing will be with-hold from them 
that walk upright. When we enfreat him to 
make good his promiſes, we do in effe& bur 
Iintreat him to glorify his Power and love, his 
truth, and faithfulneſs, | 
6, Prayer muſt be in the Name of Chtiſt.; 
what name more prevalent ? Foh. 16:23; Verily, 
verily, 1 ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall ack, the 
Father in my name be 1l! giveit you. When we 
make uſe of the Mediation of Chriſt, we gothe 
way to ſpeed. The Papiſts make uſe of the 
Mediation of Angels and Saints departed. But 
the Apoſtle tells as, as of one God, lo of one 
Mediator between God axd men, the man Curift 
Jeſu, Saints indeed, on earth, may pray one 
for another, becauſe God has commanded it, it 
maintains love among them, and the ſtrongeft 
need the Prayers of the weaker. How ear- 
neftly does the Apoſtle Paul beſeech the belie- 
ving Romans, that they would ſtrive together with 
him in their Prayer: to Gad for him,Rom. 15.30. 
Bur not a word of Prayer directed to any de- 
parted Saint in Scripture. And when Facob 


was in diſtreſs, and the Argels of God met brm, 


he ſaid, This 3s God's hoſt ; but he begg'd nothing 
ef them, but wreſtles with God himſelf, and as a 

Prince prevailed, - 
'Tis a fillyO bjection, that we uſe the medi- 
ation of great Men when v:2 ive todo wih 
Pcinces,and therefore the Yzediationof Ange! 
and 
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and Saints is to be uſed when we have to do 
with God, - for the Lord grams free accels unto 
all, if they nſe Chrift as a Mediator ; and there- 
fore the mediation of Angelsand vSaints is need- 
leſs. 

We muſt pray you ſee in the Name of 
Chritt ; ard there are four things which we 
are to have an eye to. | 

1. The Satisfation of Chriſt ; he has been 
wounded for tranſgreflion, he bare the Curſe ; 
ſo that we may beg with confidence to be de- 
livered from it: He has made peace by the 
blood of - his Croſs, we have encouragement to 


beſeech the Lord to be reconciled, and that he © | 


would no longer be a Foe, but a Father to ns. 
_ , 2. We are toeye the purchaſe of Chrift, He 
bas purchaſed all the Bleflings of the New Co- 
venant. Heaven it ſelf is called a purchaled 
 Poſfefſion, Eph. 1.14. Chriſt pay'd a price forir. 
that it might be ours. "Tis not only an Att of 
Grace, but an Act of Righteouſneſs in God, 
confidering what Chyiſt hes paid for,to- forgive 
Sin,and to give Salvation 
3. We are to eye the interceſſion of Chriſt, Heb. 
7.25. Hets able to ſave them to the utterm:ſt, 
that come unto God by him , ſeeing he ever lives 
to make mmterceſſion for them, Our-great High- 
Prieft 1s paſſed into the Heavens and bis work 
is there,ro pray for Believers, & bis Fatber hears 
bio always. How can Prayers miſcarry thar 
are backt with :be interceſſion of fuch a one ? 
4. Weare to eye the [trength of Chriſt, and 
' his aſſiſtance. Rightly os 1s & matter 
2 - of 
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of difficulty ; Chriſt by bis Spirit is ready to 
help the infirmities of Believers ; ſo that not- 
_ withfianding all diſcouragement, and oppoſiti- 
on from within, 'and from beneath, they ſhall 
make ſomething of this Duty of Prayer, and 
obtain the Bleſling. 

7. In Prayer, there mu#t be Thanksgiving for 
what has been already recezved. Praile is the 
ſublimeſt part of Prayer ; Praiſe is a Debt ;'and 
how vaſt is the Debr, if we conſider the mul- 
titnde, greatneſs, freeneſs, ard continuance of 
Mercies? Praiſe ſweetens Prayer,nothing'more 
pleafing to God ; nothing 'more pleaſant to our 
ſelves. And ro'give thanks for benefirs recei- 
ved, is as effectual a way to prevail for more 
mercy,as the moſt yebement and ſtrongeſt cries. 
Oh therefore, that all who pray, wonld alſo 
praiſe the Lord for hs goodneſs, and for bis won- 
derful works to the children of men ? Pl. 107. 8. 
Thus have I explain'd the Definition , and 0- 
pened the Nature of Prayer to you. 

In rhe ſecond place;] am to inform you what 
'ei to pray always ; this I'bave touched tpon'al- 
ready, but ſhall more fully ſpeak to, in theſe 
particulars. 

1. To pray always, implies, being always im 
8 diſpoſition and frame to pray when God requires 
5:. The heart muſt be reconciled to this Duty, 
and fall in love with it, and go to the Throne 
of Grace with alacriry ; much may be got- 
ren at the Mercy-ſeat, the unſearchable Ri- 


ches of Chriſt are unlocked, and we may take 


as much as the band of Faith can graſp, with 
out 
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{ out being checked or upbraided. The God 
| whom wehave to do with, gives liberally «nd 
| like bimfelf,Fam.1.5. The heart ſtiould be fur- 
| wardto pray, and be weary of, and throvph 
Grace, ſubdue more and more that evi! Which 
alas.is preſent, when go0d K about to be pe aſormed, 
| Rom.7.21. 
2. To pray always implies, laying hold of all 
| nn to pray, that are graciouſly vyouch- 
| fafed tous. Whenever there is a meer ſea- 
| ſon and a motion to pray, we ſhould catch {uch 
an occaſion by tbe fore-lock, for when once it is 
paſt., ir is paſt recalling. Stated times of 
| Prayer ordinarily, ſhould in no wiſe be neg- 
lected ; and when there are extraordinary 
| calls to this Duty, they ſhould by all means 
be heeded. But here you muſt take heed of 
being impoſed upon by Satan, He is clear- 
ly for wearying you by ſpicitual extortion, 
and prefling you to more of the external pact 
of Dary than God requires. *Twill zot be 
amiſs to hew you the difference between Satans 
| lotions to pray, and the Lord's calling you 
|  therenmo. 
EY 1. Satan's. motions are unſeafonable, when God 
| -- calls ro other Daty. When we in obedience 
-t6 the divine command, are diligent in-.our 
calling, of a ſudden Saran will move ro pray ; 
— bur by the unſeaſonableneſs of rhe Motion, we 
way diſcera whence-iv comes, bur the nd 
| motions are regular. 
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2, Satans motions to pray are unmerciful: He 
would fain have Sinners not pray at all ; bur 
if they will needs fall upon the Daty, he urges 
chem to over-doing, and exacts fo much as is 
apparently ro the waſting and expending, and 
de{lruction of Nature ; and his defiga is toren- 
der Prayer burthenſome, and at lalt to make ir 
twtaily neglected, Bur the Lord is merciful 
in 115 motions, be requires that which is iafinice- 
ly beneficial to the Soul ; and deſtructive au- 
tterities towards the Body, he no where re- 
quires, 

3. Satan's motions to pray 4re commonly fol- 
lowed with ſome direful injeRions,af they are not 
obeyed ; and what he injects has no Scripture 
foundation, He tells Souls that they are re- 
probate,and will be damn'd,if they do not whas 
he unreaſonably perſwades, whereas the Word 
of God ſpeaks no ſuch matrer. Well then,Sa- 
tran's motions are not to be minded. 

3. Topray always implies, praying in every 
Rate and condition ; in Sickneſs, in Health, in 
Proſperity, in Adverfity; Prayer is to be uſed; 
without Prayer Sickneſs will be unſanctified, 
and an uncomfortable load ; and if it be taken 
off, *rwill be in anger, wirbout Prayer Healt!: 
willbea Judgmenr,and only ferveto encourage 
a neglect of the Soul and another World: with- 
out Prayer Adverfity will be intolerable, and 
Proſpericy wil! be a ſnare,and occaſion forget- = 
falneſs of God, and a daring to rebel againſt 
him. No condition ſhould cauſe a ceſſation of 
Prayer, for the Apoſtle lays, Pray without cea- 


ſing, 1 Theſ. 5.17. 4. Ta 
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4. To pray always tmplies, not to let fall any 
ſuit, till it be pranted We wult roi fain in 
Prayer, nor give over, tho' we do not prelent- 
ly ſpeed, Luke 18.1, He ſpake a Parableto 
them to this end, that men oughe aitrays to proy, © 
and not to faint. \ Importunity prevailed with 
" an unrightcous Judge, ſurely then *wiil be 
prevalent with tbe Fathes of Merctes, Ge. 
does not preſemly grant flometimes, to try whe- 
ther we duly efteem Mercies; and if we do, 
we fhall think them worth our whiie ro pray 
Aill for them, and wair till they are given. 

5. To pray always implies, Not #0 give over 
Praying while we are on earth, This Ordinance 
we muſt never be above; for we need always 
to engage init, OurL ife is a continual War- 

fare, we have need to pray for Defence and 
Victory ; our knowledge and grace is imper- 
fet, we have need to pray for the encreaſe of 
both , and that we may be helped to preſs to- 
ward the mark for the price of the high calling 
of God, Phil. 3. 14. 

In the third place I am to tell you, Mhby a 
Chriſtian's ſecurity lies in Prayer. 

1. Prayer engages God on a Chriſtians fide 
He promiſes to bear the cry of: the rigbteou® 
ones ; and hearing their cry implies the enga” 
ging of his power and goodnefs for their ſup” 
ply and ſafety. In Prayer there-is an ating of 
holy defires, unto which ſatisfation is aſſured 3 
and there is an act of truſt and fairh, and Gud 
wil; ſhew bimſelf frong in the behalf of them 
that fly nnto his Name, as to a Power of 
B 4 Defence, 
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Defence and rely upon his Eyetlaſting Arm. 
HH: that believes, and has his expeRation from 
the Lord ſha!l nor be aſhamed, The Apoſtle 
{ticks nor to lay, YPhoſeever calleth on the narae 
of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, Rom. to. 12. thatis, 
+ hoſoever calls with faith ard fervency. Such 
calling engages God for us, and if He be for 
us who can be againſt w ? Rom.8.31. Our ini- 
quities, though never ſo ſtrong, he can eaſily 


{ubdae; the World, and the God of the Warld © 


are weak, compared with the Almighty. . He 
can deliver from the evil World, from the evil 
One, from every evil Work, and preſerve us to 
bis heavenly kingdom. 

2, Prayer weakens the fleſh, with the affe4- 
ons and liſts of it. Our great danger is from 
theſe bome-bred Enemies : Our luſfts do war 4- 
gainſt our Souls, 1 Per. 2. 1, And the Apoſtle 
threatens Believers, If Je live after the fleſh ye 
ſhall die, What courſe does David take to ob- 
tain the Victory over his Corruptions* he prays 
againſt them, Cleanſe me from ſecret faults ; 
Keep back thy ſervant from preſumptuom fins. 
Let. n9 iniquity have tha dominion. over mel Cre- 
ate.in me a clean heart, and upheld me with thy 
free Spirit. Theſe and luch like were hiscries, 
and he did nor cry in vain. The Believer, in 
Prayer, pleads that 'tis for Gad's Honour to kill 
Carruption, that 't# hes declared will, even man's 
fant ification ; that *ris bs- work eo ſandtify ; that 
* be has promiſed eo ſan#:ify throughout, in body, 
' = foul and ſpirit, and be n faithful, ard therefore 
If w1i2 doit, 1 Thel. 5. 23,24. He pleads, That 
Chri/? 


( 
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Chriſt died that he mi he redeem and purify from 
iniquity, that he might cleanſe his Church and 
preſent it unto himſelf a gloriow Church, not 
having ſpot or @rink/e, or any ſuch thing, but that 
it might be holy and without blemiſh, Eph. 5 27. 
And luch pleas are effeCtual ro the obtaining of 
Grace, and mortifying the Deeds of the, Bo- 
dy. 

F. A Chriſtian's ſecurity lies in Prayer, far 
Prayer obtains better things than the World can 
boaſt of. Let the World allure by its fironge{t 
baits, 20d preſent unto the Chriſtian, the gres- 
reſt gains, the [weete{t pleaiures ; yer Bletlings 
more valuable, are to be gotten gt the Throne 
of Grace. The Heatt in Prayer, is taken up 
with the thoughts of, and eagerly dcfires alter 
the Priviledge of Reconciliation and Adoption, 
Communion with Gud, and the Communi- 
cations of his Grace and Spirit, an Eternal 
Weight of Glory, an enduring Subltance, fal- 
neſs of Foy and Flexſures for evermore, Pl. 16. 
ult. Theſe are the things above, thar in Pray- 
er are ſought; and whar are things below io 
compariſon ? The heart that is pleced on theſe 
is the betterarmed againſt the World, as tong 
as fpiritnal and eternal Bleilings are ſecured, 
rhe World is neitber deficed nor dreaded by 
"u. ; 

4- Prayer is an undermining of Satgn. The 
Powers of Hell bave felt the force of this duty, 
Chrift commangs his Di:ciples 10 pray, when 
he perceived the Devil! about to Winnow 
them, Luke 22. 40, Pray, that.ye enter not in* 
B 5 to 


$6} % 


to tempration. If as oft as we are aſſaulted by 
rhe remprer,we did bur look unto the Lord for 
Grace to belp in the time of need, tempration 
would be very unſucceſsful, Two things are 
dcne in Prayer againſt/Satan: By our confeſſion 
gf /ins thy accuſer u ſilenced ; _ by petition Grace 
x obtained to withſtand him. 

1. By confeſſion of fin ths accuſer # ſilenced. 
Satan is ftiled the Accuſer of the Brethren; and 
to ſhew how malicious and eager he is in his 
Accuſations, he is ſaid to accuſe them day and 
nipht before God,Rev.12.10. But in Prayer Be- 
tievers bring Bills of Indictment againtt them- 
ſelves; notonly all that Satan can truly lay to 


their charge do they alſo lay to their own 


charge, bur alſo all that God has againſt them, 
they acknowledge; they cover not their fins, 
bur confeſs and aggravate them ; rhey blame 
ard judge themſelves; and how earneſt are 
they that fin confeſſed may be pardoned, and 

urged away by the Blood: of Chrift > Now 
beans mouth is ftopp'd, his Charge ſignifies no- 


thing ; for thus confeſſng ſin, and looking unto - 


Teſus for cleanſing as well as atonement : God 
# faithful and juft to forgive them their ſins,and 
to cleanſe them from. all unrighteouſneſs, 1 Joh. 
t.9. 
2. By Petirion, Grace is obtained to with- 


ftand Satan, The Apoſtle Paul, when duffered 


by the Devil, falls ro Prayer, and what An- 
(wer has he ? The Lord ſaid unto him, my Grave 
fs ſufficient for thee, for my flirength 31 made 
perfet in weakneſs, And the Apoſile is $4 
rge 


* 
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« tisfied, that the power of Chrift refted on him. 
Prayer brings us to the God of Peace, who 
promiſes to tread Satan under our feet ſhortly, 
Rom.16,20, By Prayer Wiſdom is derived from 
God ; and the more wile the Father of Lights 
makes us, the better we underſtand the Devil's 
wiles,and bis defign is ſeen thorovgh, which is 
to deceive, . todefile, and at laſt ro murther 
Souls. And as Wiſdom is increaſed, fo Faith, 
and Love, and Fear,and other Graces, by Pray- 
er ; and the more we believe God the leſs cre- 
dit we ſhall give the evil'one ; the more we * 
love God,the more ſhall we hate that.evil that 
we are tempted tro: The more we fear the 
Lord,the more will our bearrs be united to bim; 
and 'twill be a matrer of great difficulty to per- 
{wade vs unto departing from bim. 
. 5, A Chriſtian's ſecurity lies in Prayer, for 
' Prayer # a great means to make every other or- 
dinance effetlual for our ſafety, and ſpiritual ad- 
vantage. The word of God and Prayer are 


| w_ coupled rogether, 4s 6 4. But we mil give our 
felves continually. to Prayer, and to the M:niſtry of 


the word. Our Sermons which we preach unto 
you, ſtionld be begg'd from Heaven ;they ſhould. 
be begun, ended, follow'd after with Prayer ; 
and if yoo that are Hearers would but help. 
us herein by Prayer , 'twould4 be in effect ro 
help your ſelves. If there were bur more pray- 
ing before you: come to the Sanctuary, that 
. You might be raught to Profit, ſo many Sermons 
would not be lot ; fo much Seed would not. 
be ſown in vain, Prayer fers an edge 
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Ft fer.31, 13,19. and gives him to underſtand, 


I Ir Teen YAY 45/214) 1. p 
wpon the Word, and makes it quick and pow- 
erful to kill Sin, and keep off Satan. Prayer 
works the Word into the Heart, and being 
bid there, 'ris a mighty preſervative againſt in 
quity. There is a fpicicual ipftint in Belie- 
vers to joyn Prayer with every Oxdingnce of 
God ; becauſe they know that Ordinances can- 
not ſecureor benefit them, except the Lord con-+ 
cur and work along with them. I have pro- 
ved, that a Chriſtians ſecurity lics in Prayer. 

[n the fourth place, I am to give you ſome 
Reaſ»ns, why we ought to pray always. _ 

1. We ſhould pray always, becauſe God , al- 
ways ready to hear. The Lord's ear » not hea- 
vy that it cannot hear, Iſa.59. t. He bearkens 
after Prayer, and /ooks down from heaven upon 
the children of men, to ſee if there be any that un- 
derſtand and ſeek God, Pl.14. 2. The Father is 
ſaid to ſeek for right worſhippers, namely,thoſe 
that worſhip him in Spicit and in Fruth, Fob. 
4 23. We have therefore encouragement, as at 
all times rotruſt in him, fo at all times co pour 
our our fouls before him. God # a refuge for us, 
Selah,P(.62.8. Verily,ſeeking God in fincerity, 
never was Yet in vain, and never will be, 
God has heard finnersthen, when they perhgps 
have little thought he minded them. When 


' Ephraim bemoaned himſelf , was as a Bullock 


unaccuſtomed to the Yoke, was aſhamed and 
confounded becauſe of bis Evil ways,and cry'd, 
Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned; lays God, 
T have heard him, 1 have ſurely heard Ephraim, 


that 
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that he 4s a dear ſon, a pleaſant child, and that 
he would ſurely have mercy on him, There is 
not a Fear bur God has a Battle to pur it iv, 
nota figh but God obſerves it.nort a rue defire, 
bur he is ready to ſatisfy. | 

2. We ſhould pray always, becauſe Chrift 
always intercedes, Heb.7.25. He able to ſave 
them to the uttermoſt that come unto God by him, 
ſeeing be ever lives to make interceſſion” for them, 
The Prayer of Believers will be well ſeconded, 
This. Angel of the Covenant bas incenſe ſuffici- 
ent to perfume, and to make the Prayer of all 
the Saints at all rimes acceptable. Chrift in 
Heaven is always preſenting ro ais Father his 
Sufferings, and by his Sufferings all that we 
pray for bas been purchaſed. His Blood there- 
fore is {aid ro ſpeak in Scripture, and it fpeaks 
better things than that of Abel, Heb. 12. 24. 
The Blocd of Chriſt cries in God's ears, on the 
behalf of thoſe thar: pray, that the Curſe that 
Chriſt hath born may be removed from them, that 
the Sins for which Chriſt was woun:1ed, may be 
forgiven them ; and that out of the Fulneſi of 
Chriſt they may receive, and Grace for Grace. 

3. We ſhould Pray always, becauſe the Spi- 
rit # always ready to help our infirmities. This 
Spirit Chriſt promiſed, and according to his 
promile ſent bim, and this Spirit is ftiled the 
Spirit of Grace and Supplications, Zach. 12: 10. 


for he gives Grace and Ability ro make Suppli- 


cations acceptable. And this Spirit abides 
with Believers always,Foh.1 4.16.17. I will pray 
the Father, and he ſballgive you another Comr 

forter 
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forter, which ſhall abide with you for ever ; even 
the Spirit of Truth whom the World cannot re- 
ceive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knowetb 
bim ; but ye know him, for he deelleth with you, 
and ſhall be in you, The Spiric is ready to in- 
firuct us what to-pray for, to-remove the toad 
of indifpolition. ro. this Duty, ro quicken our 
deadneſs therein , to. enlarge our hearts 'in de- 


fires after the God of all Grace, roftrengrhen _ | 


us to wreſtle for a Bleſſing. And truly God 
1s not to: be prevailed with, bur by the media- 
tion of his Soa, and by the ſtrength of his own 
Spirir. | | 

4 We ſhould pray always, becauſe Satan # 
#lmay: forward to aſſault us. Satan-is eompared 
to a Lyon in the Scriprare. And Elan oblerves 
concerning the Lyon, that if:at any time he is 
beaten back.he retires with-his face torards you; 
as being ready upon the leaſt encouragement, 
to make another attempt, In like menner Sa- 
tan watches, has his eye always upon us;and is 
ever forward to rempr, and ſhonid nor we be 
| ever forward to pray + Our whole Life is a 
time of Tempration, Wicked Spirits are con- 
tinually engaged againſt us : Me wreſtle, ſays 
the Apoſdle, with Principalities and Powers, with 
the Rulers of the-darkneſs of ths rld,with fpi- 
ritual wickedneſs in high place; Theſe Enemies. 
are invihble, fo 'tis more difficult ro withſtand 
them .; they are roo ſubtle, and roo trong+for 
us, we bad need thereforc to pray without cea- 
fing, fince they ceaſe not endeavouring to 
bring us both to fin and ruine, 
5. Vie 


| 
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5. We ſhon!@ Pray alu ays,becauſe corrnprion = 
will quickly recruit and recover ſtrength upon the | 
leaſt negleRt of Prayer. Had David been Pray- 
ing When be was ſleeping fo long in the day- 
time, Or after his nap had been ended, bad he 
gone tothe throne of Grace, inſtead of idly walk- 
ing upon the roof of bis Palace; nay,when. firſt 
he caſt his eyes on Bathſheba, it he had then 
preſently lookr up to Heaven, and cryed, 
that ſpark of Concupiſcence might have been 
extinguiſh'd before ir ſer him in a flame ; bis 
foul fall;and the doleful confequents of it, might 
bave been prevenred. But Duty was negle&t- 
ed, and Luſt took the advantage of that neg- 
le&, and he was burried into two as hainous 
fins almoſt as can poſitbly be committed 2Sam; 
11, Experience (hews. us, That if we omit, ov 
are flight in Prayer, that day our paſſions are mors 
eafily ſtirred, and our luſts get ground. Thus A- 
maleck prevaild when Moſes s hands began to 
hang down, but when they were held up to- 
wards Heaven Iſrael had the better, | 
In tbe fifib place I am to Anſwer the Obje- 


' , tions that are made agaivſt tha Duty of Prayer. 


Objett. 1. 'The firtt Objection is this : God 
knows our wants and dangers without our tellin; 
him. What need- is there then that we ſhoul 
make them known by Prayer ? 

Anſ.I anſwer, God may be faid tro know our 
wants and dangers two ways. 

1. By the eye of bis Omniſcience,and with tins 
eye be ſees all things; and whether we pray 
or no, he perfectly underſtands us, and all tbe 

circum- 
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Pray Always. 
circumſtances we are in ; He compaſſes our path, 
knows our thoughts afar off, and # acquainted 
with all our ways, Pl.1 39.2,3. 

- 2. God may be ſaid ro /ook upon our rants, 
fo 44 to have compaſſion upon w: and withour 
inrreating this Compaſiion how can it be ex- 
pected > Harke unto David, Pl. 119. 132. 
Look thou upon me , and be merciful unto me, 
& thou uſeſt to do unto thoſe that love thy Name. 
Now tho' God be acquainted with oar wants 
without our mentioning of them , yer he'll nor 
look upon them (o as to pity and ſupply them, 
unleſs we beg this pity, uoleſs we beg this (up- 
ply. When T/rae/ groaned by Prayer unto 
God, ſays be, Ihave ſeen, I have ſeen the. affli- 
Aion of my People in Egype, That is, I havelookrt 
npoo it with {y mpatby and compaſſiou, and it 
follows, 1am come down to deliver them Ats7.34. 

ObjeR.2. A lecond Objection is this : Yby 
ſhould we pray, ſince the God whom we have to do 
with wu unchangeable ? can we work any altera- 
_tion in bim by our requeſts * No,the $cripture 
ſays, with him 15 20 varsableneſs, neztber ſhadow 
of turning. | 

Anſ. 1 Anſwer, Prayer makes not a change in 
God, but a change in w : It does not make him 
mure meiciful and bountiful, bur difpoſes us 


for the receiving: bis Mercy and Grace. This 


Notion you muſt all well underſtand, that 


the defign of Prayer is-not to make any altera- — | 


tion in God, but to make an alteration in us, 
that we may be fitted and made meer for 
thoſe Bleflings which God bas promiſed to 
give. 
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give, When- God pardons any , the chanye, 
ro ſpeak properly, is in rhe perſon-pardoned ; 
he thas before was an Enemy, 1s become a 
Chila, God's wrath is the ſame that 'twaes,and 
his love the fame that 'twas; only the perſon that 
before was our of. Chriſt, is now in Chriſt ; 
ani is now loy'd, whom before wrath did abide 
upon, When we pray for grace and holineſs, 
heceby we are more fitted for thereceiving of ir. 
God alters nor, but we are aker'd ; ob much 
for the: better when we are ſancibed | this mat- 
ter may be made more. plain by this fimilitude, 
Suppoſe a Man ready to. bedrowned:ia theSea, 
a rope is caſt out to bin from a Reck on-the 
ſhore ; the Man dves not pull the Rock nearer to 
hinsfelF, for the Rock ftirs nor ;\ but he pulls 
himſelf nearer to.the Rock, and: hereby he is ſar 
ved, God is onrRock, Prayer is our Cord, where» 
by we are drawn to him, froth whom alone 
Salvation is x0 de expected. 

ObjeR. 3. A third Objection againſt Proyer 
19 this: God bas decreed whas ho well give, nad 
his decrees ſhall cerrainiy ftand'firm aag be acy 


© complithed. He being influitely wife tn makivg 


them, there cannot be imagined's reaſon why 
be himſelf ſhould aker them; and they cannot 
be alter'd by any other. 

Anſ. 1 anſwer, I myſt needs be granted, 
that God's decrees ſhall Rand unmoveable 3 
but withal I add, That be who hath deoreed 10 
give grace and mercy, bai appointed prayer as 4 
means to obtain them. The means is ſubordinate 
tothe end, and comes under a decree as well 
as 
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as the end. Therefore we are ſaid to be ele- 
Red or cboj#n to bolineſs, which does include 
the Duties of Holineſs, Eph. 1.4. as tell as to be 
ordained to eternal life, If God decrees a Man 
ſhall live tilt he is fixry years of Age,be decrees 
that he ſhall uſe thoſe means, as food, and the 
like, which are neceſſary. to the prolonging of 
his days. And fo Ged that dues decree to give 
grice, and pardon, and glory, decrees and ap- 
poiars Prayer and other Duties ro be perform- 


'ed, Afﬀtcer the Lord bad promiſed mach, and 


declared his gracious purpoſe rowards Iſrael, to 
pardon,renew,hbeal and reftore them; He adds, 
For all tha will I be enquired of by the bouſe of 
Iſrael to de this for them Ezek.36.37. 

You ſhell find that God's decree has net made 
the Saints eftcem Prayer needleſs, but encouraged 


them to fervency therzir., Damel anderftanding. 


by Jeremiab's Propbecy,thar after ſevemy years 
Fudah ſhould be brought back from the Baty- 
kemfb Captivity, prays the more earneſtly,that 
they inight be ſer at liberty.«nd that the ſantu- 


ary might be ſhone upon which lay ſo deſolate, 


Dan.'9. 2,3. And David when he underftood 
thar God purpoſed to build him an houſe, pray'd 
that God would do @ he bad ſpoken. 


ObjeR.4: Another ObjeCtion is this : Picked * 


men have ſmall encouragement to pray, fince their 
Prayers areftiled an Abomination. 

I] Anſwer, 

1. Wicked men are blamed for not Praying 
however, Pl{.13.4. Have afl the workers of 111- 


quity no knowledge, who eat up my people as they 
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eat bread. and call not upon the Lord. Prayeris 


a Duty which wicked men bave an obligation 
to,and they fin in rhe omifſion of ir. 


2. If wicked men totally caſt off Prayer, 'ts 
apparent whither they are going ; they are go- 
ing further and further from God , and ma- 
kiog haſt in the broad way that leads unto De> 
ftruction, 

3- While they are praying , tho' they pray 


ſorraly, yet they are uſing God's Ordinance ; and 


there is the greater likelihood that God may pi» 

ty them , and give his Spirit ro work upon 

them. | 
Objea.5. Another Objection is this God hin- 


ſelf ſays, 1 am found of them dbat ſought ma not 3 


I am made miunifeſt to. them that aked not after 


_me,Rom. 10. 29. 


I anſwer, | 

i. This place is to be underſtood concerning | 
the Gentiles call ; to whom, without their ſeek- 
ing, the Apoſtles were ſent ro publiſh the glad 
tidings of Salvation. 

* 2. Though the Lord does prevent us by his 
goodneſs, and does firſt offer himſelf ro us, yer 
always, when he gives himſelf, be gives an heart 
to deſire after bimſelf : Firſt, He makes ws to 0- 
pen our mouths wide, and then fills mw, P{.81.10. 
Firſt, he cauſes a (| ritual thirſt, and then he 
gives us todriok of the Water of Life freely : 
Ho, every one that thirfteth, come. to the waters, 
come buy Wine and. Milk, without monty and with- 


., out price, I{a.'55.1, No Price is required, only 


Prayer and Entreaty is to be. uſed. 
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I come in the laft place to the. Application : 
And if the Chriſtian fecurity lies ſo much in 
Praying always, 

The firſt Uſe is of Inſtruction, concerning 
the extreme danger that Prayerleſs Souls are in. 
"Twill be fanhfulneſs and kindneſs ro make 
ſach ſenſible of their danger; rherefore I ſhall 
a little tay upon ir, and manifeſt their peril in 
theſe particulars : | 

1. Theſe thar are Strangers.to- Prayer, God 
#; againſt them, O dreadful! Whar is God | 
a are they ! who can ftand before bis 
indignation ? who can defend bimſelf againkk 
that Arm that is Omanipatent > tbe mountasns 
quake, the bills mele,the devils tremble before thi 
God, the mbole morld compared with. bim, #* but 
as the drop of the Bucket, and-the ſmall duſt upen 
the Balance, and all the inbabitants of, the wirld 


gra nothing, leſi than nothing, and vaniny; Ila.40. _ 


15,17, Sauxely "tis fearful ro bave (© glorious 
and great a God an Enemy. But'an Encmy 
he is unio all that count nat bis loveand favour 
worth the praying. for. Thoſe than will :not 
intreat big to be reconciled, 'tis & Hgn, ' they 
neither valae bis lave,nor fear bis wrath; and 
under wrath they are unqueſtionably. 

2. Thoſe thar are Strangers 30 Prayer, thai 
mMencies are not mercies indeed ta thaw ; tht 
"threatning is fulfilled upon them, Mad. 2. 2. 1 

gall ſend a curſe upon you, and will curſs your 
blefſings. Prayer will ture curſes into bleflings 3 
afflictians are pact of ihe Curſe inflicted be- 


cauſe of Sin, but Prayer akers the nature of 


Pl | them 5 
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them; for the Sanctification of theta being _ 
begg'd and granted, they work 'togetber for 
-the good of them that feel them. AfMiiftion - 
yields the peaceable fruits of righteonſmeſs to them 

that are exerciſed thereby, fays the Apottle: On © 
the other fide, where Prayer is not, Bleflings 
zre a Snare, and the good thisgs which are re- 
ceived work together for the barm- and ruine 


-of thoſe that do enjoy them. There is a Spirit 


of - ſlumber wbich bas ſeized On them in the 
midft of 'rhetr Enjoyments, and their rable,their 
plenty, their abundance, becomes a Srare, and 
a trap, and-a flumbling block, and a recompenſe 
to them Rom. 11. 8,9. 

3. Thoſe thar are Strangers to Prayer, Satan 
* endeavonring their Tuine, and there w none to 
hinder him. Satan ſaid in Scriprure to fill the 
hearts of the ungodly, 10 keep poſſeſſion of them, 
and to work in the children of diſobedience. The 
Devil is come down wirbigreat wrath,and like 
4 roaring Lyon, he walketh about, ſeeking whom 
be may devour, 1 Per.5. 8. 'And truly be finds 
abundant Prey,for moſt watch nor art all, pray 
not ar ail agaioſt him, Thoſe thar pray nor, 

are led caprive by Satan at his pleaſure, and 
they do not care or defire to have his ſnare bro- 
ken, nor themſelves recovered, 

14. Thoſe thar ate Strangers ro Prayer;,\ bow 
certain # it, that continuing as they are, they wil 
miſt of thoſe great things revealed in the Goſpel, 
fince they count them mor worth their ſeeking? The 
Goſpel informs vs of the'one thing neceſſary, of 
the Pearlof Pr ice,of the Kingdom of God, o=_ 
is 
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his Righteouſneſs, and rhis is the Law that is 
eſtabliſhed, Thar they who would bave theſe things 
wwſt ſack them. They that ſeek them nor, un- 
derſtand not their worth, oor their own. need, 
and therefore certainly and juſtly go without 
them. | | 

5. Thoſe that are Strangers to Prayer, are 
in danger of meeting with a deaf ear, when cries 


are extorted by calamity. Oh read and trem- - 


ble, Prov.1.26,27,28, I will laugh at your cala- 
mity,l will mock when your fear cometh, when your 


fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtrution as © 


a whirl-wind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh com- 
eth upon you, then ſhall they call upon me, but 1 
mill not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early,but they 
ſhall not find me. The meaning is this, that 
when cries are extor:ed meerly by diſtreſs, and on- 
ly the removal of the calamity n defired, there be- 
ing no true humiliation for Sin ,, nor defire to 
be reformed, all ſueb cries will-be neglected. 
If you will not ſeek the Lord while be may be 


found, nor call apon him while he is near, I/a. 


55.6, when you cry in extremity, be may be 
far off from y on. 7 
6. Thoſe that are Strangers to Prayer ſhould 


conſider, That quickly the accepted time, which they. 


smprove not, will be paſt, and then they ſhall beg, 


but muſt certainly be denied. We read in Scri- 


prure of Calls that no beed was pivyen to. 
When tbe fooliſh Virgins came after the Door 
was ſhut, and ſaid, Lord, Lord, open unto w. 
Alas, rbey ſpake roo late, the Door was pot 
opened ; but rhe reply is, I know you not whence 

| yu 
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you are, Matt. 25. 10,112. When the Rich 
man begg'd for a drop of Water to cool by tongue, 
being tormented in the flame; tbis'was not gran- 
ted, Luke 16.24,25,26. to imtimare, that nor 
the leaſt mitigation of torment in Hell is to 
be lookt for. All at laſt will be ready to pray, 
Lord, openthe Door that lets into thy King- 
dom and Glory ! Lord, vouchſafe a little eaſe 
and reſpire ia the midft of our exceflive ago- 


_ nies and ſorrows ! O but then God's Ear will 


be ſhut eternally as well as Heaven-gate, and 
his mercy clean gone for ever. What madneſs 
is it then to wafte all our accepted time, and 
not to come tO the Throne of Grace, before 
the Day of Grace comes to an end ! 

The ſecond Uſe ſhall be of Caution. Two 
things you are to be cautioned abour. | 

Take heed of refting in Prayer it ſelf, in the 
bare Dary done. Prayer is your ſecurity, nor 
in it ſelf conſider'd, but becauſe it leads you to 
the Rook that u higher than you, P(.61.2. Pray- 
er puts you under the Lord's Wing, and you 
are covered with bis Feathers, and his Truth 


becomes your Shield and Buckler, They that 


ret opere operato, vainly imagining, that ſpeak- 
ihg the words of Prayer will help them ; they 
aſe Prayer like a Charm, and are unacquaint- 
en with the right manner of Praying. 

2. Take beed of thinking that any kind of 
Prayer will fecure you, and engage God for you. 
Unbelieving Prayers where Chritt is not relied 
or for Audience ; cold and careleſs Prayers, 
where thethings pray'd for are not priz d ; Hy- 
pocritical 


- ( 


"x 


Pri Always... 
'pocritical Preyers where the Hearr is nor-m- 
deed engaged, will not reach Gods Ear, will 


- not fetch the Blefſing. Sits bow wilt &bſdefn 


trength notwithſtanding theſe Prayers 3 nor 
will the ſtrong hofds of Satan'be thrown down 
by them. 

The third Ute ſhall be of 'Exhortation unto 
rhis Daty of Prayer. The Arguments to per- 
ſwade'you ate theſe following. 

1. Scriprtive- commands ere very frequent which 
require this Duty. How often'is" Prayer-called 


| for, and not only'the' Lord's Authority in theſe 


commands is to be regarded, bur atfo bis good- 
neſs ; he does not require Prayer, that he may 
receive from us, for he is ſo mugh/above us 
that he needs vs not, nor our performance ; 
and ſv infinitely perfect, that there can be 'no 
addition ro the perfection of bis being, or his 
bleſſedneſs ; but therefore the Lord calls us to 
pray altays, Loke 21. 36. To pray every-where, 
1 Tim.2.8. To continue inſtant i Prayer, Rom. 
12.12. In every thing by prayer and ſupplication, 
ro make our requeſts known unto God, Phil, 4. 6. 
becauſe he is willing to give what we need.,and 
to communicate that mercy;withour which, we 
muſtneeds be\miſerable. - 
2. The Efficacy of Prayer ſhould perſwade to 
Prayer. He that bids you ſeek bis Face, if 
your hearts eccho buck, Thy face, Lord, wil! we 
ſeek, will it" no tife hide bss face from you, nor 
'put you away in anger, P//27.8,9. By Prayer 


' you migy prevail with God for bis Love, and 


being intereſted in thar, nothing will'be deni- 
. ed, 


oF. 
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ed, That the Efficacy of Prayer may be evr- 
dent, I ſhall imirate che Apoſtle, ſpeaking con- 
cerning Faith, Heb. 11, and reckon up the 
Wonders that have been the Effects of Prayer. 

By Prayer Abraham had ſaved Sodom, though 
the cry of their fins ws ſo loud and great, if 
there had been ten righteons Perſons in ut : By 
Prayer hs obtained a Son From God, when bn 
Wife Sarah #4 paſt Child-bear ing. 

By Prafer Jacob was delivered from the wrath - 
of by Brother Eſau. Jonah by Prayer, out of the - 
Vhale's belly, and the three Children out of the 
ſeven-times heated Babylomſh Furnace, 

By Prayer, David ftayd the Plague, fo that 
#t fetzed not on Jeraſalem, and cauſed the Sword 
of the. deſtroying Ange! ro be put up into the 
ſheath apain. 

By Prayer, Elias aye the Rain for three 
Tears and fix Months,” and by the ſame means 
-pened the Bottles of Heaven , that the Earth 
brought forth her Fruit : By Prayer he brought 
down Fire, which conſumed the two Captains and 
. their Fifties, (that came to take him. 

By Prayer, Joſhua commanded the Sun, , and 
it ſtood ſtill in Gibeon ; and the Moon in the 
-. Valley of Aijalon ; for ths Lord hearkened to the 
voice of a Man, and fought for Iſrael. 

By Prayer, Daniel topped the mouths of Lions, 
and: came untouched out of the Den: And by 
Prayer Peter, and Paul, and Silas, were delivered 

out of Priſon.; Shackles, Iron-gates, being but 
weak things to the power of Supplications. 


C And 


And what ſhall I more ſay * for time would 
'fail me, as the Apoſile ſpeaks, if I ſhould tell of 
Samuel, sf Sampſon, Jehoſhaphar, of the Prophets 
.alſo, and of the Apoſtles, who by Prayer procured 
thunder to deſtroy their Enemies 3 out of weakneſs 
gere made ſtrong ; turned to flight the mighty 
Hofts of Adverſaries ; the Dead they raiſed to life 
again; made the Lame from the Womb, to walk 
and leap ; healed Diſeaſes beyond the hill of Art 
to Cure. Bebold Prayer's Efficaccy, tho' per- 
formed by Men of like Pafiions with our ſelves! 
-this ſhould periwade us tothe love and practice 
of the Dury. 

3. Who 1s it that won/d hinder you from prayer ? 
Who ſtands at your right hand to refilt you ? 
certainly it is at Enemy, who is unwilling you 
ſhonld draw nigb to God, becauſe he knows 
*ris ſo good for you, P73. ut, Your own hearts 
alſo are ready ro draw back, but this argues 
their egregious folly and deſperate Wicked- 
nels. | 

4 What has followed upon the omiſſion of Pray- 
er > Has not this owiilion uſher'd in Sins of 
Commiſſion > have yon not, when you have 
neglected to cry for trengrh in your Souls found 
your (elves like Reuben, ur ſtable as water ? bave 
you not eaſily been induced to do that whict. 
has fill'd the Face of GUD wizh frowns, and 
the mout'b of *Conſcience with Reproaches ? 
Oa the orber fide, has not Prayer been with 
ſucceſs ſometimes? have you not found encov- 
rag?menr and grace at the Mercy-ſeat ? Ob do 
that which both bitter and ſweet Experience 
prompts you to - '  $.Prayer 
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5. Prayer # an honourable Employment; in 
this Daty you have admitrance to the earof the _ 
King of Heaven ; bow high is your Company ? - } 
your Fellowſhip # with the Father, and with bs 
| $on Feſus Chriſt, i Joh.1.2, Tho' the Lord be 
bigh yer be hath reſpect unto the Lowly, be will 
regard the Prayer of the moſt deſtiructe, and 
not deſpile it; beallows you a freedom to pour 
out your complaints, and to make known be- 
fore him your rroubles. And what honour is 
, this, to have ro do immediately with God, #0 
have him ſo nigh to you in all that you call upon 
him for ? Dear. 4.7. | 

6. Frequency and Fervency in Prayer, will be a 
great evidence of your Regeneration and Adopti- 
on. The Child, when buro, cries ; and the 
Sinner, when born again, Prays. Of Paul 
*rwas (aid as ſoon as he was Converted, Behold 
he prayeth, Adts 9.11. "Tis the Spire of Adop- 
tion that makes us cry, Abba, Father. If we 
cannot be farisfied unleſs we approach unto 
God,and value his favour and fellowſkip above 

all earthly rhings; & arechiefly defirous of thoſe 

| bleflings which he never gives in wrath ; and 
having given,never takes away again; we may 
conclude from our ſpiritual breathing, our ſpi- 
ritual life, Now a good Evidence of Regene- 
ration, what will it be worth in a day of crou- 
ble, in a dying hour ? 

The laft Uſe ſhall be of Encouragement to 
Believers. 

1. Their Prayers are God's delight, Pr. 15.8. 
The Sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to 
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the Lord; but the Prayer of the upright # bi 
delight : 10 Cant. 2.14. O my dove, that art in 
the clefts of the rack, in the ſecret place of the 
 Rairs, let me ſee thy countenance, let me hear 
thy voice, for ſweet m thy voice, and thy counte» 
nance #® comely, We are pleaſed with the 
talk and requeſts of our Children, though 
their Language be liſp'd and broken: And 
God is infinitely more indu!gent than earthly 
Parents are, or can be ; and mucb more wil- 
ling to give good things than they, Maz.7. 11. 

2. There are many reaſons why the God, whom 
Believers pray to, ſhould ſecure them. 

1. They are bs choſen Ones: God pitched 
his love on them, before the foundation of 
the World was laid. 

2. They are ha Son's purchaſe : He has boughr 
them with a:Price, - ſhed bis Blood for the Re- 


_ miſſion of their Sins, gave bis Life for their 


Ranſom. 

3- They are in Covenant with God ; he bas 
engaged to be their-God, and ſurely he will 
be their Guard alſo. | 

4. They are Veſſels of Mercy, in whom he 
. does defign to glorifie bis grace and loye for 

ever. | 

Surely then, be will heed theſe when they 
pray ; he will give them the good rhey need, 
and ſayethbem from the evil which makes them 
flie ro bim for ſhelter, I have done with the 
firſt DoQrine, That a Chriſtian's ſecurity lies 
very much in Praying Always, p 


Dog. 
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Dot. 2. Al Prayer #« of concernment to be _ 
uſed ; Praying almays with all Prayer, ſays the 
Text. Prayer is a Daty of very great extent, 
and the patrs of it are admirably ſaned uno 
the preſent ſtare and condition of a Chriſtian, 
and the divers kinds of Prayer very well a- 
gree With the various circumftances wherein 
we are, All the ways of ſeeking God ſhall be 
to purpoſe, , if he be but ſought diligently, 
and according as be bimſelf bas appointed ; 
for he rells us plainly, tbat be ſays, Not to the 
ſeed of Facob, ſeek ye me in vain, Elay 45.10. 

Two things I ſhall here infit on: r. I ſhall 
ſpeak concerning the parts of Prayer, and ſhew 
you howall theſeParts are to be uſed. Secondly, 
I ſhall give you the ſeveral hinds of Prayer , 
and ſo perſwade and direct you unto each 
kind, that this Duty may be performed in its 
utmoſt Latitude. 

I begin with the parts of Prayer; and they 
are theſe : 

1. One part of Prayer s an humble compel- 
lation or naming of G24, Thoſe Titles that are 
given bim in Scriprare, we muſt be acquainted 
witch, and ſach ſhould be uſed as are moſt ſnir- 
able unto the matrer of our Prayers, and which 
have the grearefſt rendeacy ro excite thole gra- 
cious and fpirituel affections, which are re- 
quired ia our Supplications. If- we conſult the 
Prayers of Saints, which are recorded inthe Bi- 
ble,we ſhall find, that God is called ſometimes 
Lord, ſometimes Father, ſomerimes the great and 
mighty and terrible God, ſometimes the King of 

C 3 Glory, 
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Glory, ſomerimes the high and lofty One that in- 
habits Eternity, whoſe Name # Holy, ſometime” 
the God and Father of Chriſt, and lskewiſe the 
Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, *Tis 
not amiſs to add unto God's Title thoſe Attributes, © 
the confideration whereof may belp towards 
ſuch a frame of Spirit as becomes Prayer, 
Would we bave our hearts in an hoſy awe. 
and fil'd with Reverence and godly fear ? men: 
tionthen his Omnipreſence, Greatneſs, his Ho- 
lineſs, and bis Jealouſy: Would we have onr 
bearts broken for Sin ? Mention bis anger and 
barred of Iniquity z; end withal, his goodneſs 
and forbearance, and readineſs ro be reconci- 
led,for the riches of his gooaneſi and long-ſuffering 
ſtrongly lead untorepentance,Rom.2.4. Finally, 
wou'd we in our requeſts have our defires en- 
larged, and our faith encouraged, and be alſo 
forward to praiſe * Mention then the freeneſs 
of God's love,the ſuper-abundance of his grace, 
as he is the Father of Jeſns Chrit, As of old be 
was ftiled,” The Lord that brought Iſrael out of 
Eg+pt, and afterwards, The Lord that deliver- 
ed Fudah from the North Country, vamely, our 
cif rhe B:byloniſh Captivity ; fo likewiſe in the 
New Teſtament he is called, The God and Fa- 
they of our Lord Feſis Chriſt, Eph. 1.3. i Per.1.2. 
2 Cor. 1.3 Chriſt is the onely prevailing Advo- 
care in Prayer, and his relation to Gad the 
ground of cur hope and expectations, 
2. Aiecond part of Prayer,s acknowledgment 
and confeſſion of fin, This confeſſion God re- 
quires, Fer. 3.13, Only acknowledge thy iniquity, 
that 
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that thou haſt tranſgrefſed againſt the Lord thy © 
God. To confeſs fin, bas been the practice of 
the Penitent. - God has been hopoured when 
offending of him has been acknowledged moſt 
unreaſonable, and hainous ; and confetlion has 
had a great influence unto the making of Sin- 
ners humble and aſhamed , and upon ir bow 
quickly has forgiveneſs followed ! P/.32 3.4 5: 
While I kept filence, (i.e. while I excuſed and 
extenvated my fin, and refuſed ingenuouſly to: 
acknowledge it ; ) my bones waxed old, through 
my roaring all the day long, for day and nipht thy 
hand was heavy upon me, my moiſture was turned 
into the drought of Summer, Selah, I acknowledg-- 
ed my ſin unto thee ; my iniquity have I net hid 5: 
I faid, 1 will confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the” 
Lerd, and thou forgaveſt the miquity of my ſim, 
Selah. | 
This confeflion of fin in Prayer ſhould be 
particular ; general acknowledgments move” 
bur linle : The very roor of fin muſt be dug un- 
to, and betrailed. Paul cries out he was a Bla- 
ſphemer, and Perſecutor, and Injuriow, 1 Tim 1, 
13. and laments the law in hs members.the bo- 
dy of Death, thar made him fo forward unto 
evil Rem 7. David particularizes bis uncleanneſs 
and blood-guiltinefs, and traces theſe abomina- 
ble ſtreams unto the fountain whence they if- 
ſued forth, the corruption of hs nature, Pl.51. 5. 
Behold 1 was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did my 
mother conceive me. Our deſpiſing the remedy 
which Chriſt offers in the Goſpel, Mould allo be 
confeſſed with ſpecial ſorrow 53 for herein we 


C.4. go - | 


| All Prayer. © 

go beyond the very Devils, who never had once 
offer of pardop and grace made tothem, And 
finally, as. there is abundant cauſe, we ſhou'd 


fall ro jndging and condemning of our ſelves. 


One that is iraly penitent, isas Gulzel. Parifien- 
fis ſays, Fidels Des orator contra ſeipſum; a faith- 


fui-Pleader for God againſt himſeif, We muſt 


unclaſp the Book of Conſcience, and ſpread ir 
before the Lord, we muſt bold up our hands, 
| -and cry Gui/ty, Guilty; and. ſay we can lay 
| claim ro nothing as cvr due, bur ſeverity and 
| puniſhments. 

3. A third part of Prayer is Deprecation, or 
praying againſt what we have deſerv'd and are a- 
Fraid of, We ought with great ſolicitouſneſs 
- to pray #gainſt the Anger and Hatred of God. 
He, even he, # to be feared, who can ſtand in hs 
fight when once be # angry ? Pl.76.7. The an- 
ger of God expreſſes it ſelf ſeveral ways : the 
lighteſt expreflian of ir, namely, in temporal 
and outward calamities, are ſometimes very 
terrible. Peſtilences, Famines, the Sword of 
War, which devours Fleſh, and drinks Blood ; 
how intolerable are they lookt upon ? bur ſpi- 
ritual Judgments are worſe than theſe,and argue 
batter diſpleaſure ; when the Lord gives Sin- 
ners uþ to blindneſs of mijad, ſearedneſs of con- 
ſcience,ftrohg deluſions, vile affections, bardnefs 
of heart; this ſhews he is extremely argry. 
The other may , but theſe Judgments efpe- 
cially ſhould be deprecated. 

But the worſt of all is to come in the other 
world, 


| 
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World, and thar's the vengeance of Eternal 
Fire : Oh bow importunate ſhonfd we be to 
be delivered from wrath to come ! That we 
may not be ſentenced to depart with a Curſe 
at the great Day! that Hell may\not be our 
Erernal Home ! How importunate ſhould 'we 
be, that we may not in utter Darkneſs be 
gnawed by the Worm that never dies, that 
we may not dwell with devouring Fire, nor 
inbabit everlaſting Burnings. 
4. A fourth, part of Prayer is Petstion, here 
God gives us-leave to be bold and large, and 
when we have asked never ſo much, he is 


' ready w do exceeding abundantly above all 


thar we can ask, or has entred 1nto the heartr 
of Man to conceive, Pardon we ſhould Pe- 
tition for,for. we bighly need it: And the Lord 
hes ſaid, Though we have made him to ſerve with 
\ur ſins,and wearied him with our iniquities, yet 
he will blot out tranſgreſſions for his own ſake,and 
remember our fins no more, Ela. 43. 24, 25. 
"Till a Pardon be obtained, nothing elſe can 
be expected ; bur when once God in Chriſt is 
reconciled, and become a Father, nothing will 
be denied. His Love therefore, and the ſenſe 
of it ſhould be intreared with our whole hearr. 
And fince the Lord has. promiſed to give both 
Grace and Glory, P/al. 84.11. we may be bold 
to be Petitioners for both. We ſhould be 
earneſt,that grace and holineſs may be wrought 
in truth in onc hearts, that grace may be con-- 
tinaally increaſed, and that we may perſevere, 


and be faithful ro' the very Death ; an 
5 ; 3 M8 
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| at length attain that Glory, Honour, and TIm- 
mortali'y, which is promifed unto patient con- 
tinuance in weli-doing. Temporal! Blefings 
alſo we haye leave to ask, for the Lord conti- 
[* ders on: frame, aud/every way is ready to et- 
| couruge us unio our Duty. 
5. A fifth part of Prayer 1s Interceſſion for 0- 
thers. Nut only thoſe ſhould be remembred 
by us, thar ttand in a near relation to us,but we 
ſhou!d be concerned for the whole Citry.for the 
whole Nation ; nay; for tbe whole Church of 
Chriſt Militant upon Earth. We ſhould prefer 
Feruſalem before our chief joy, we ſhould not 
keep ſilence, we ſhould give the Lord no reſt till 
he eſtabliſh, and till be make Jeruſalem a praiſe 
3n the Earth, Ela. 62.6,7. We ſhould in no wiſe 
bold our peace,till the righteouſneſs thereof go forth 
4 brightnefi, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp 
that nf That 1s, till the Church is both 
reformed, and delivered from oppreflijog Ad- 
verſaries. In Prayer we are to have regard 
ro our ſelves, to others, nay to the Lord him- 
ſelf, and Chriſt bis Son : we are to beg thar 
F his Name may be ballowed, from the rifing of 
the Sun rothe going down of the ſame ; that his 
Kingdom may.come ; and thar all on earth 
may do his will,and ſubmit anto the ſceprer of 
his Word. 
6. Anather part of Prayer is Imprecation. 
Some are ſuch that we are to defre the Lord 
would fight againſt them, The evil Angels, 
_we may pray that: the Lord will rebuke them 
and pill down that Kingdom of Darkneſs un- 


der 


- 


- advancement of the Goſpel, and of Zion, 
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der which the moſt of Men are beld in Bondage, 
In reterence to Men, we muſt be more ſparing 
in our Imprecarions, - or wiſhing Evi] to them, 
David and the other Prophets are not Exam- 
ples for us to fullow in chis matter; for they 
knew by a Prophetick Spirit God's intentions - 
concerning the Perſons that they pray d againſt. 
The general Rule which we ought to follow is 
this : Mat.5 44. Bute I ſay unto you, love your - 
enemies : bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you ; pray for them that deſpight* 

' fully uſe and perſecute you : this is to reſemble 
God, Mhomaketh his Sun to riſe on the evil and : 
the good. We are to beg rather the converſion - 
than the confuſion of onr Enemies ; - and ſup- 
poſing they are implacable and incorrigible, we - 
muſt defire rather that they may be hindred . 
from doing harm by their defigns and power, , 
than that harm may come to them, even when . 
we pray againſt Antichriſt, whom we find de- 
vored in Scripture to DNeftruction 3 we muſt 
have no private grudge againft the Perſons of + 
any ; but our eye mult be at Chriſt's Honour,: . 
that in Popery is ſo much ſtruck at, and the: 


7. A ſeventh part of Prayer is Thankygiving.. 
The Lord's Praver ends with a Doxology, or + 
giving Honour unto God : Mat.6.1 3. For thine - 
#s the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory for» 
ever, To praiſe, is to ſpeak '& F Tar ayſinar - 
Y\wwas, with the tongues of Angels. | All the - 
Creatures, that are viſible; are mute, beſides -- 
Man ; He -# the worlds Hipk-Preeſt, that _— ; 

offer « 


Lt 
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offer this Sacrifice of Praiſe for all; He s the 
Tongue of the Creation, which ſhould be {ound- 
ing forth Got's goodneſs rowards all, How 
much does the Lord ler forth unto us! And 
ſhall we deny him the revenue of Praiſe ? His 
Mercies are without number ; ard his Love 
Without motive, and witbout meaſure : When 
Praiſe # offered, he accounts himſelf glorified , 
Pſal. 50. ult. Therefore in every thing we ſhould 
give thanks, for ths # the will of God in Chriſt 
Feſus concerning w, 1 Theſ. 5. 18, Thus bave 
I gone over the Parts. of Prayer, and none of 
theſe Parts are needleſs. 

In the ſecond place, I am to give you the 
ſeveral kinds of Prayer : Prayer is two-fold, 
Vocal, when the Voice and Heart are joyned 
together; Menta/, when the Heart only is 
engaged. 

Firſt, IT ſhall ſpeak of Voca! Prayer, when 
Tongue and Heart go together in this Duty. 

There are ſeyeral Reaſons why the Tongue 
1s to be made uſe of in Prayer. 

1. With our tongues we are to honour God, 
and when they are thus employed ſpeaking to 
bim, or of bim, or for him, then they are our. 
' Glory. As there are Sins of the Tongue, fo 
Datries of the Tongue roo ; and as the Tongue 
of the Swearer, Blaſphemer, filthy and fool- 
iſh Talker, is harſh and hateful ro God, fo.the 
Tongue of bim, rhar prays ſincerely, is plea- 
ſaor, Chriſt tells his Spouſe, that her voice 
Pas ſweet, and her countenanc?2 comely, 


2, In 
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2, In praying with others, words are neceſ- 


ſary : Some mutt be the Mouth of the rett 


unto God. 


3. Words; eſpecially Scripture-Larguape,- ? 
help to excite and ſtir up our'affettions, | and _ 


they ſerve to keep the heart more intent upon 
the duty. 

This Vocal Prayer is threefold : Firſt. Prayer 
.in che Cloſet. Secondly, Prayer in the Family. 
Thirdly, Prayer in the Publick Congregation 
and Aſſembly, Of all rheſe I ſhail ſpeak in 
order. | 

1. Prayer im the Cl:ſet : Fhat ſecret Prayer 
is the Lord's Ordinance, is very evident, Mai.6. 

6. But thcu when thou prayeſt, enter into thy 


cloſet, and mhen thou hat ſhut the door, pray | 


unto thy. Father which # in ſecret. And as our 
Lord gave this Precepr, fo he is our Example, 
in regard of {ecret Prayer, Mar. 1.35. And in 
the morning, riſing up a great while before day, 
he went out and departed into a ſolitary place and 
there prayed. Jacob was left alone, and wreſtled 
with God, and had the name of I/7ael given 
him, for & 4 Prince he had power with God and 


prevailed, Gen. 32,24, 30: Now if you would 


be fully informed, what this Wreftling was, 
compare the fore-cited place with Hof. 12. 3,4: 
By hs ſtrength. he bad power with God, yea, he 
had power over the Angel; 3. e. the Angel of 
the Covenant, and prevailed. He wept and 
made ſupplications to him. 
Now for the better raanaging of this ſort of 
Prayer, let theſe Rules be obſery'd diligently. 
i, Aﬀedt 


Ma 
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do 
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1. AﬀeR privacy , be as ſecret as poſſible, tho' 


we are not to be aſhamed of any Duty, and 
tho'our light is to ſhice before Men, that they 
ſeeing our good works, razy glorify our Father 
in Heaven ; yer a Chriſtian is tro do much our 
of the fight of others. As long as God's ear is 
open to the moit whiipering Prayers, what 
need is there that any other ear ſhould bear a 
word which we ſpeak 2 When there isa defire 
* that Men ſhonld take notice of our Prayers.God 
takes no notice of them unleis of the Hypociily 
is tbem,to abominate them ; therefore we have 
that Caution from the Lord Jeſus, Marr. 6. 5. 
And when thou prayeſt thou ſhalt not bs as the by- 
pocrites are, for they love to pray ſtanding in the 
ſynagogues, and in thecorners of the ſtreets, that 
they may be ſeen of Men : Verily I ſay unto you, 
they have their reward. 

2. Take the fitteſt time for ſecret Prayer.; the 
morning eſpecially is to be chofen,tho' once more 
in the day at leaſt, it ſhould be your ordinary 


practice to pour out your hearts in private be- - 


fore the Lord : My voice [hait thou hear in the 
morning, lays David; inthe morning, O Lord, 
will I dire my Prayer unto thee, and will look up, 
Pf 5 3.. If the Soul be (erious in its addreſs unto 


God, in the beginning of the day, 'ris likely to . 


have the more grace,and ſtrengitb-to refift tem- 
prations,and to walk with God allthe day long. 
*Tis berter to be ſhorter in the Evening Duties, 
and larger in the Morning, then the ſpirits are 


freſher and more abundant, and rhe Sonl has. 


not ſuch clogs in its aCtings, as it meets. with 


- - 


when.. 
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when the Body is ſpent and tired. But if ſome- 
thing unavoidably fall cur, that you cannor 
pray at the time you defire, and were Wont 5 
be ſure lay bold of ſome other opportunity, and 
neglect not the Duty altogether. 

3. Let the word of God be locke into, and me- 
ditated on when Prayer us made: The word will 
direct yon, quicken and encourage you unto 
Prayer. By the Word, God ſpeaks to you, as 
by Prayer you ſpeak to im ; 3 1f you regard nor 
God's voice, bow can yon expect he ſhould 
mind yours? If you will not hear, and obey, 
be will not hear and grant what you 1<quelt of 
bim : The Word ſhould awell richly in you, Col. 
3. 16, your delight ſhould be in the law of the 
Lord, and in that larr ſhuuid you meditate day 
and might, Pl, 1, 2. The Scriptures ſhould be 
ſearched, which ſhews they are a depth, and all 
is not at firſt looking into them diſcovered : 
You muſt ſeek here as for filver, and ſearch here as 
for hid treaſure. if you would underſtand the fear 
of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God, Prov, 
2.4,5. How enlightning, how enlivening, how 
cleanfing and transforming is theWord of God | 
How ſweer and defireable are the Lord's Te- 
ftimoniesf! when the Spirit becomes the 
Expoſitor of Scripture, and opens the eyes too, 
to behold wondrovs things cut of God's Law, 
and affects tbe Heart ! ob then there is ſuch eſfi- 
cacy, profit,and (weetneſs as is beyond compa=- 
riſon, 


4. Be liberal in ths Duty of Secret Prayer : --. 


Pray with a forward, and with a free ſpiic 
pu ge | 


Ln 
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the beſt way of turning time unio a good ac- 
count. Be ſenſible how good it is ro draw nigh 
to God, for the Promiſe is, If you draw nigh 
to God, be will draw nigh to: you, James 4. 8, 
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you ; 
cleanſe your bands ye finners, purifie your hearts 
ye double-minded. Now God's drawing near, 
implies bis being reconciled 10 ns, bis mant- 
feſting bis power and grace for our help and 
ſupply. Oh therefore go unto God with an 
holy eagerneſs, who 1s lo ready to meer you, 
and to /aticte the weary ſoul, and to repleniſh 
every ſorrowful foul. Jer. 31. 25; We muſt be 
muca and often with God, for this is the way 
to CLMe tO an acquaintance with him z and the 
better we are a:quainted with him, the more 
we ſhall love him ; and be {cnfble of bis love 
to 11s, Heark ro what 1s (aid, Fob 22 21, Ac- 
guaint now thy ſelf with him, and be at peace, 
thereby good ſhall come unto thee. 

5. In ſecret Prayer, be very particulay ; caſe 
your Conſciences'by a particuſar enumeration 
of your Iniquities, and the aggravatiuns which 
have hejghtned them. Make koown all your 
wants before that God who has itited himſelf, 
Ged All-ſufficient ; fear nor thar the Lord will 
bz weary of hearing, or be backward to give 
a gracious return, When you are alone with 
God, you may uſe the greater. freedom of 
ſpeech ; this being particular, will contribute 
much anto your brokenneſs of heart,with which 
the Lord is well pleaſed, and alſo unto your 

OH 


grudge not the time you (pend here, for this is 
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own ſenfing of your manifold wams, and ma- 


 kiog of you meer to be ſupplied. 


6. Look after ſecret Prayer: Stand upon 
your Watch-tower, and obſerve what, anſwer 
1s given, The Merchant bearkens afcer the Ships 
that he ſends ro Sea, When a Petition is pre- 
ſented to a Prince, you wait what Anſwer will 
be returned. Be thus wiſe in Prayer; if yot 
jpeed nor, find our the Impediment ; if yon do 
peed, be encouraged by anſwers to act Faich 
in God, and to perfiſt in Prayer: Becauſe be 
has inclined hs ear unto me, therefore will I call 
upon bim as long as I live, (ays David, Pial.116, 
1. And let anſwers of Prayer be matter of 
Praiſe, that Satan and Conſcience may not 
accuſe you of, and God may not be angry at 
your Ingratitude, 

Thus of the Rules concerning ſecret Prayer : 
Now follow the Arguments to-perſwade un- 


1- to it. 


1. Conſider, God ſees in ſecret ; in ſecrer 
places God - ſees, for he fills both Heaven and 
Earth, bis Omnipreſence is an evident demon- 
firation of his Omniſcience ; as be cannor be 
confined to any place, ſo neither can he be ex- 
cluded: Al. things are open and naked before 
him, Heb. 4. 13. And as bis ſeeing in ſecret, 
is matter of terror to the Ungodly, fo of joy 


' unto the Righigous. * David ſpeaks both with 


wonder and with gladneſs, Pial. 139. 7, 8, 9, 
Io. Whither ſhal I go from thy ſpirit, or whi- 
ther ſhall l flee from thy preſence? If T aſcend 
up into Heaven, thou art there ; if I make my bed 

hed 


SO, bis we abi. 
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in bell, behold thou art a ; if I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt part 
of the Sea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right band ſhall hold ms, In what ſecrer 
Corner ſoever you are,God is with you ; all 


your 6ghs and groans,your complaints and de- 
fires are taken notice of. 


2. Frequency in ſecret Prayer s a great Ar- 


gument of uprightneſs and ſincerity : -Tis a bgn - 


- yon ſeek God himſelf, when none bur God 
knows of your ſeeking him. Whar the Apo- 
file ſpeaks of the Jew, my be applied unto 
the Cbriſtian: He is not a Chriſtian, that is 6ne 
ourwardly ,\ bur that is are inwardly, NOT 
& Ts 04's; & bat oy Ty MX OUT, "to nor ſo much openly, 
as in ſeerer, Rom. 2. 28,29, The praiſe of ſuch 
# not of men but of Ged. 

3. Secret Prayer 4 a marcelow tay to thrive 
inprace, ard to gr:w6 rich terards Ged, By this 
means faith witl grow excecdingly,love will a- 
bound.and our ſouls will profper. ScmeTrades- 
men keep a Shop, and drive a Trade thereand 
- gain thereby,bur they bave a ſecret wayof tra- 
ding which isnor obſerved,and by this they grow 
wenhby in a ſtiort ſpace, A Chriſtian that is 
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much iffecrert with Ged, O bow much does * 


be gain ! ſuch an one, how good docs be find 
the Lord ! how ready both to forgive and to 
give | ard he can fer his Seal unto that Truth, 
Thar God #7 plenteous- in mercy unto all that call 
apon him, Pl.86 5. 


4. Secret Praver is 2 means 70 fir for publick. 


Ordinances; They that are moſt upon their 
knees 
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knees in the Cloſer, will get moſt benefit in 
he Sanctuary. The preparation of the hearr 
is from God, and be mutt in ſecrer be ſought 
noro,ro fit our ſpitits for ſolemnWorſhip. Thoſe 
that before they come to hear, pray that the 
Goſpel may come to them, not in word only, but in 
power al/o, and the Holy Ghoſt, and much aſſu- 
rance ; theſe are likely ro find the Goſpel work- 
ng effectually, and that 'tis the power of God 
to their Salvation, Rom. 1.16. Thoſe that before 
they come to the Table, examine themſelves 
alone, beg that God would ſearch them, and 
are importunate for ftrength againſt every cor- 
reptioy, for all the fruits of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
for all the graces of the Spirit, are nor likely to 
be ſent away empry. | 
5. Secrer Prayer is a means to keep the im- 
preſſion of publick Duties upon the heart after the 
Duties themſelves are ended ; Your work 1s not 
over when publick Ordinances are Over, Has 
ary fin been diſcovered and reproved ? you 
muſt go in ſecret, and bewail ir, and cry our, 
Lord let not tha, nor any iniquity have the domi- 
nion over me,Pl.119. 133. Has any Duty been 
made manifeſt ® you ſhould go in fecret and 
ry, Incline my neart unto thy teſtimonies. and 
make me to go in the path of thy commandments, 
Pſ.119 35 36, Have any gracious and holyRe- 
ſolutions, by rhe motions of tbe Spirit with the 
Word, been made? you muſt go alone and 
beg. Keep ths, O Lord. for ever in the imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of my heart,and eſtabliſh my 
heart unto thee,1 Chron.29,18. | 
6. Secier 
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6.- Secret Prayer is the way to have ſpecial 


tokens of God's love, and thoſe joys that a Stran=- | 


ger does not intermedd'e with: Oh the {wrer 
melctings and thawings of the heart for. fin as 


*ris an abuſe of Mercy, that are experieaced in | 


ſecret Prayer ! Ou the Vilics chat then the great 
Phy fician of Souls does make ! How ſuitably 
and gently does he deal with a wonnded Spi- 
rit ! what aſſurance does he give, that he wil 
in no wiſe caft out, but give reſt unto the weary 
and heavy-laden, Mat. 11,28, Oh what peace 
is ſpoken to the Saints in anſwer to Prayer } 
What ſweet intimations are given, and ſome- 
times a plerophory and full perſwafion of their 
intereſt in that love which' is unchangeable 
and everlaſting ! Surely the ſecret of the Lord 
with them thay fear bim, gnd be will ſhew 
them by Covenant, Pal. 25-14. | 

7. Confider, God will reward openly : This 
Argument Chriſt uſes to enforce ſecret Prayer, 
Matth. 6. 6. Thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret 
ſhall reward thee openly. As all ſecrer Wicked- 
neſs ſhall at laſt be derected and puniſhed, fo 
all ſecret Piery and Godlineſs ſhall be made 
manifeſt before the whole World at the Jadg- 
ment-day, and the Reward will be excee2- 
Ing great and everlaſting. | 

So much be ſpoken concerning Prayer, in 

the Cloſer: 
 - 2, Prayer in the Famity # to be inſiſted on : 
And that Family-Prayer is a Duty, may be 
evidently proved by theſe Arguments : 
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I. The Apoſtle in the Text enjoyns af Prayer, 


* and Family-Prayer # one kind that holy Men 


have uſed, Foſhua relolyes, that be and his 
Honſe would ſerve the Lord, Joſh. 24. 15. and 
Prayer is ſo principal a fart of Divine Service, 
that in Scripture 'tis ſometimes pht for the 
whole, Gen. 4. ult, Then began men to call upon 
the Name of the Lord; that is, in a more pub- 
'ick manzer to Worſhip birm, So of Corne/zus 
is ſaid, That be feared God trith all hy Hovſe, 
and pray'd unto the Lord always, ACts 10. 2, 

2. Families of Believers are tiled Churches 
an Scripture, and in a Church there u [oning 
together in Prayer and other Exerciſes of God- 
lineſs. "The Apoſtle Paul wiſhes grace and 
peace to the Church in Philemon's houſe, Phil, 2. 
3. and v. 22. ſpeaks of therr joynt Prayers , 
through which be truſted he ſhould be piven to 
them. - 

3- The Family ſtands in need of Bleſſings, 
which they are together to beg for ,and to deprecate 
Family-evils; And for encouragement, Chrift- 
bas promiſed,that where 29 or rhree are gather- 
ed together in hy Name, he will be in the mid, 
Mat. 18.20, Now in Family-daties two or three 
are gathered together in Chriſt's name, and his 
preſence may without preſumption be expected, 

4 Wrath s tbreatued upon Prayerleſs Fami- 
lies : Pour out thy fury upon the families that call 
not upon thy Name, Jer. 10.25. I grant indeed 
that the word Families is of ſuch a latitude,that 
it extends (unto Countries and Kingdoms ; 
but if there be an obligation vpon- Coun- 
tr1E$ 


tries and Kingdoms to joyn in calling upon God, 
ſurely then Famlies more Rtriflly taken, are in 
no wiſe exempied, 

Having proved Family-Prayer a Duty, I 
ſhail lay down ſome directions as to the perfor- 
mance of 1t. | 

1. Be ſenſible, that Prayer # a buſineſs of | 
greater concernment shan any worldly buſineſ} | 
whatſoever : You are indeed ro be diligent in 
your Callings that are particular; bur your ge» | 
neral Callings are of greateft weight. The ge- | 
neral Calling is that which all are called to : 
and what are ail called to? they are called to | 
ſerve and glorify God, / and ro work out their | 
own ſalvation. Prayer is a part of your Ho- 
mage to the King of Heaven, Much ſpiritual | 
and eternal benefit is ro be obtained by ir, | 
therefore do it not as a By buſineſs, neither ler 
every ſmall Matter canſe the Omitlion of | 
it. ; 
2. Believe thar ſucceſs in your callings depends 
upon the Lord's bleſſing, the bleſſing of the Lord ' 
maketh rich , ſays Solomon , and he addeth no | 
farrow with 3t, Prov. 10. 22, without this ers 
in vain to riſe up early, and to fit up late, and to 
eat the bread of carefulne/s. Now Prayar for. 


this Bleſſing, is the way to fetch it. I grant in- | 
deed that many thrive in the World without 
Prayer ; but then wealth is a curſe and a ſnare 
to them ; 'tis a - weight that hinders them | 
from aſcending inro the Hill of che Lord, and | 
hep to fink them into Deliruction and Per- 

ition, 


3. Ler | 
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3. Ler Prayer ordinarily be twice a day, as 
under the old Law there was a Morning 
and Evening Sacrifice ; and ler rhe whole Fa- 
mily joyn in it if it be poſſible; fince there are 
none bur need Prayer, and may receive ad- 
vantage by it. 

4. Ler the Mord of God be read when Prayer 
s made, that not only you, bur your Hyuſholds 
afcer you may. be acquainred with the Myite- 
ries of the Goſpel, and with the Will of God. 
Abraham communicated what he had learned 
from the Lord unto by Family, he uſed his Au- 
thority, and commanded hy Children and hn 
Houſhold after him, © to keep the way of the 
Lord, -Gen. 18. 19. 

5. Take hez?d of cuſtomarinel;, and forma- 
lity in Family-Worſhip 3 ; engage always with 
2 ſerious Spirit, and in every Dury fiir up your , 
{elves-to take bold on God. 

I conclude witn the Mociyes to verſwade 
wm ro Family-Prayer : 

You that are Governaurs have a charge of 
ns, Seuls that duel under your Roof, and muſt 
anſwer for them, Therefore you are to pray 
with them, to pray for them : elſe you will 
incur the guilt of the Blood of Souls, and thar 
will lie heavy, You provide Food for your 
Houſholds, for you are unwilling it ſhould be 
ſaid, you are ſo much worſe than Infidels, as 
to ſuffer any to ſtarve that dwelly with you. 
Oh wbar Unmercifulneſs is it patiently to ſuf- | 
fer thoſe of your Houſtold to go on in the way 
that leads to Damnation : and not to call vp- 
on 


'on-the Lord, in their tearing that they may 


Aſſembh, is to be ſpoke to: G 
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be ſaved! 


2. Families are the Seminaries both of Church | 


and State ; and therefore as you debire the 


Church may be prfre, and the State righteous, | 
look well unto your Families; and ler Reli- | 
gion flouriſh in then). 


Reformation indeed 
muſt begin at Perſons, and if every one would 
mend one, a!l would be reformed : Bur from 
Perſons it muſt proceed to Houtes : 
theſe were but once levened with Godlineſs, 
what Holy Cities, and what an Happy Na- 
tion would there be! 

3. Confider, Family worſhip has wo, uty been 
nepleed of tats'i theſe declining Times. How 
many large Conſciences, looſe Principles, and 
looſe Practices, are therf to be found among 
us! We much Laodicia in luke-warmnefs;and 
what was [aid of languiſhing Sards, may be 
applied to us, that we have 4 name to live, 
but are dead, Rev. 3.1, In many Families 
all are ſtark ſtone dead, and there is a moſt 
1mpious and groſs neglect of God and Dary ; 
and in other Families all are ready to die , 
lively Services are rarely to be found. Oh 'tis 


high rime to awake, and vigorouſly ro endea- ;- 


vour;that in our Houſes the Lord may be ſerved 

by all, and that with all their heart, and all 

their ſoul, and all their mind, and all their 
ſtrength. Sn 

I bave done with Family-Prayer. 

F Prayer in 'the publick, Congregation and 

s Temple of 

- old 


nal 


And if || 
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old was tiled the Houſe of Prayer, Luke 19. 46. 4 
becaule there bis P-ople met rogether, to feek * 
bis Face ; publick Prayer is a great Ordinance, 
and when righily managed, of great Efficacy. 

Now the Rules concerning, Publick Prayer 
are theſe : 3 

1. Theſe Prayers muſt be performed in a 
known Tongue, that all may underftand and 
be edified, 1 Cor. 14. and they ſhould be well 
expreſſed, nothing that is raw, unſeemly , 
or tbat borders upon Nonſence or Blal- 
phemy, ſhonld be brought forth in the: Al- 
{embly, 

2. Came at the very beginning : To come 
late, is both offenſive ro God, and to ſerious 
Spirits; and 'tis to cheat and defraud your 
own Souls ; and when you are here, !er your 
geſture be reverem ; for God expects Wor- 
ſhip and Adoration from your whole Man ; 
internal from Soul, and external from the - 
Body. 

3. Take heed of diſtration, when there arc 
f» many ObjeRs to divert you, and your hearts 
are fo exceeding ſlippery. Remember God's 
jealous eye is fixed upon you ; and as he can- 
not be deceived, ſo be cannot endure to be 
mcked by you, Gal. 6. 7. 

4. Take heed of Carnal Deſigns #n your publick 
Duties. Let not your Supplications be like thoſe 
of the Phariſees and Scribes, of whom Chriſt 
ſays, They made prayers only for a pretence and 
ſhew, Luke 20.47, The Hypocrite is like 

the Birds of Prey, which thongh they foat 
| D never 
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never ſo high towards Heaven, yet their eye 
is till downward, that they-may catch ſome- 
thing. Be nor ſeeming!y devout in the Congre- 
gation, that you may the more unſuſpeted!y 
be unjuft in Shops, and ſecretly intemperate and 
unclean : but be very fincere in your publick 
Addrefſes unto God ; as knowing you have to 
do with him that ſees not 4s man ſees, thar 
judges nor according to ontward appearance; 
bur rries rhe heart and reins. 

And to perſwade you to this publick Prayer, 
confider, 

1. God # hereby acknowledged and honoured. 
His People bereby reftifie ro the World, that 
there is a Lord in Heaven, whom they wor- 
ſhip, and from whom they have their expecta- 
tion. And indeed this is one reaſon of publick 
Inftitrations, that we may make a Profeſſion to 
the World whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve. 

2. The Lord vonchſafes ſomething to by Pec- 
ple in the Sanftuary, that eljerrhere # not to be 
found. David was in an admirable frame when 
be was ih tbe Wilderneſs of Fudea; God was 
liberal to him-borh of Grace and Comfort : 
bur he is not ſatisfied, becauſe deprived of 
publick Ordinances that were adminiſtred ir 
the Tabernacle ; therefore he cries our, My ſou! 
thirfteth for thee, my fleſh longerh for thee, to 
ſee thy power and thy glory fo as I have ſeen thee 
in the San&tuary, Plel. 63. 1, 2. 

3. The united Prayers of many Saiuts toge- 
ther, are ſtronger, and more apt to prevail, Vr 
unita fortior, much fire rogether gives the 

greater 
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greater hear; and many waters joyned, run- 
with more violence : and in like manner,when _ 
a great Congregation jJoyns together as one 
Man to wreitle with God in Prayer, how fuc- 
ceisful are they like to be | Abraham alone had 
like to have prevail'd for Sodom ; bur put rhe 
caſe there had been an Aſſembly of righteous 
Ones belonging to Sodom, that had joyned 
with Abrabam in Prayer, ſurely the City had 
been ſpared. | 

I bave diſpatched Vocal Prayer, which I di- 
vided into three kinds, Secrer, Family, and 
Publick, 

Second!y, To the ſecond place 1 come to ſpeak 
of Mental Prayer, when the heart alone with- 
out the tongue is engaged. Now this Mental 
Prayer is twofold : 1. More Solemn, 2, More 
Sudden and Ejaculatory, *Tis lawful and pol- 
Gble ro pray alone with the beart in a more 
ſolemn manner, and truly in ſome places, and 
in ſome circumſtances, words may not be (o 
convenient to be uttered ; but where *cis con- 
venient, words ſhould be uled, becauſe 'ris 
difficult to pray any while only in the heart ; 
and to do it without roving. 

Bar Mental Prayer, that is. more ſudden 
and ejaculatory, I ſhall a little dilate upon : 
In this kind of Prayer, rhe Soul lifts up itſelf 
to God, in ſome ſhort deſire and requeſt, Thus 
Moſes crved unto God, Exod. 14.15. and yetwe 
read not of a word uttered. Thus Nebemuab 
prayed, when King Artaxerxes was ſpeaking 
to him, Neb. 2.4. Theſe holy Ejacularions 
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are the very breathings of the new Creature 
tbey mighttly help to keep down the [nſtirgs 
of the Fleſh, and to preſerve us unſpotted by 
the World, or the Unclean God of iP; bur 
the heart hereby is kepr cloſe ro the God of - 
Heaven, 

Concerning this Mental Ejaculatory Prayer, 
ler theſe DireCtions be obſerved : Leer the hearr 
frequently be ſending up deſires to Gerd, all rrue 
defires are obſerved, are pleaſing to bim, and 
ſhall be ſatisfied ; ler theſe defires therefore be 
ſtrong, and: principally after the greateſt, that 
is to ſay, ſpiritual bleflings. 

2. In all your Civil Employments , let your 
hearts ever and anon be thus engaged : this will 
make and keep you ſpiritual ; 'twill binder 
your eſtrangement from God, and your be- 
ing enfnared by the unrighteous Mammon, 

3. Let every Temptation at the very firſt be 
refifted by thn kind of Prayer: thus watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation , 
Matth. 26. 41. Oh Ggh and groan to the 
God of all Grace, when you find Satan al- 
ſaulting, and a finfal and deceitful Hearr 
ready to yield, . that you may have prace to 
help in the tame of need, Heb. 4. ulr. 

4. Let this Prayer begin and end every Duty ; 
Ggh before for aſliftance, and fgh afterwards 
for acceprance ; and that infirmities through 
Chrift Jeſus, may be paſſed by ; and that you 
may obtain ſome ſpiritual advantage by every 
Ordinance. 


5. Begin 


All Prayer. 69 
$.. Begin and end every day toith Mental 
Prayer; as ſoon ay ever you awake, there 
are many watching for your firſt thonghrs ; 
Satan,” and Sin, and the World .will have 
them, if your Souls are not lifted up to the 
Lord. Ler bim be laſt likewiſe in your thoug his; 
this is the way tO /ie down in peace and ſafety, 
Pal. 4. nlr. 

6. Eſpecially upon the Sabbath-day Ejacula- 
tory Prayer ſhould be abundant: you muſt not 
then think your own thoughts, nor find your own 
pleaſures, Holy deſires ſhould iffue forth con- 
tinnally. Sabbaths wonld be gainful ſeaſons 
indeed, were they but thus improved. 

7. Mix Mental Praiſe and Prayer together : 
Let your Souls, and all that is within you , 
.blefs the Lord upon ary manifeſtation of his 
poodne(s, as well as defiie Bleflings from 
him. 

And thus have I pone over the parts and 
kinds of Prayer, Much work indeed I bave 
rold you of, but the more work the better ; for 
the more prace is to be expected in order unto 
the performing of whar is required. I ſhall 
conclude with a very brief Application in 
two words : 

1, How ſharply are they to be reproved\,_ 
that inſtead of praying with all Prayer, uſe no 
Prayer, but hive in the almoſt total neglect of 
this Dary. 

2. Be perſwaded to pray with al Prayer. 
A!l Prayer that Gad © has appointed, he is 
ready. to. hear. In all Prayer the name of 
D 3 Chriſt 
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Chriſt may be uſed, and the promiſes of God, 
which are ſure, exceeding great and. precious; 
may be pleaded: and how glad may we be 
that the Lord has appointed, ſo many ſucceſsful 
ways of ſeeking him, wherein he has conſulted 
the variety of onr conditions and neceſſities! 
So mnch for the ſecond Dectrine, That al 
Prayer # to be uſed. | 


Dodt. 3. Prayer, when tightly performed, ns 
Supplication in the Spirit : Indeed all'our Wor- 
ſhip of God, whbo 15 a Spirit, muſt be zn ſparet, 
ard in truth, John 4. 24. elle 'ris in urach 
no Worſhip, As the Body without the 
Spirit is dead, ſo Duties without Spirit are 
dead alto. 

In the handling of this Point, I: ſhall firſt 
open to you what 'tu to pray in the Spirit. Se> 
condly, Lay down the Reaſons of the DoQrine, 
Thirdly, Anſwer ſome Caſes of Conſcience about 
praying in the Spirit. Laitly, Make 4pplication, 

First, What 'tis co pray in the Spirit: This, 
as I have already intimated, refers both ro the 
Spirit of him that prays, and allo to the Spirs: 
of God. who helps ro pray. 

1, This praying in the Spirit refers unto the 
fpirit of him that prays, and ſeveral "things 
are here included : G 

1. To pray with our ſpirit, implies eo pray 
rith underſtanding : I will pray with the ſpirit, 
and T will pray with underſtanding alſo, 1 Cor. 
14.15. we maſt not only underſtand the 
words that are ſpoken, but alſo, and thar 
princt- 
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principally, rhe worthy of thoſe things whi 
we Petition. for; we muſt likewiſe in fome 
meaſure be acquainted with the All-ſuſficieycy 
and Faithfulnels of that God whom we pray 
to, and with our own Indigency that are the 
Petitioners, The Athenians bad an Altar de- 
dicated, Ayrus Mi, to the unknown God Acts 17. 
23. and they are ſaid ignorantly to worſhip him; 
and truly all their Worſhip degenerated into 
Superſtition, We muſt know the Lord and 
our ſelves, what his Promiſes and our own 
Needs are, elſe Prayer will be of ro acconnr, 
2. To pray with our ſpirit, implies to pray 
with Fudgment, diſcerning berween things that 
differ. There is as vaſt a difference between 
Sin and Holineſs, as there js Ferween Defor- 
mity and Beauty : There is as vaſt a difference 
berween the Creature and the Creator,as there 
is between the broken Ciſtern that can hold no 
water, and the Fountain of living waters, Jer,2. 
12,13. Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, at thu, and 
be borribly afraid; be ye very deſolate, ſaith the 
Lord, for my. people have committed tro evils, 
they bave forſaken me, the Fouritain of living 
waters, and hewed them out Ciſterns, broken Ci- 
fterns, that can hold ny water, There is as vaſt 
a difference between a ſtate of Grace, and a 
ſtate of Wrath, as there is between Heaven 
and H:ll. Now he that prays, muſt be ap- 
' prebenſive of all this ; and a believing appre- 
benſion .of ir, will make him earneſt for the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord, and that he may 
taſte more and more of the Fountain of Living 
D 4 Waters, 


ch 


Fo 22 © Supflication m the Sperit. | 
Waters, and be cleanſed from all Defile- 
ments. 

3 To pray with our ſpirits, implies eo pra; 
with intentiowof mind: Abrabam drove away 
the forw!s that did light upon bs ſacrifice, Gen.15. 
and fo ſhould we drive away the impertinent, 
and finfnl.and troubleſome thovghts thar arile, 
or are injected into our hearts, when we en- 
gage in Prayer, Our hearts cannot wandet 
10 the leaſt, bur they are eſpied by him, whoſe 
name #® Fealow : We ſhould therefore defire 
that the Lord himſelf, who holds the Wind in 
his Fiſts, would ſeize upon our more unruly 
hearts, and keep them cloſe ro himſelf, in Duty, 
eſpecially conſidering there are ſome kinds of 
Diſtractions that nullifie and make void Prayer; 
Diſtractions that are not regarded, not la- 
mented, not watched, or ſtriyen againft. 

4. To pray with our ſpirits, implies to pray 
with ſpiritual affe&ion: : The affetions are the 
wings of the Soul; and tbe Soul is carried ei- 
ther to, or from any thing, according as the 
affections are inclined, The Apoſtle exhorting 
to ſeek the things that are above, preſently adds, 
Set your affeRtions on things above, Col. 3. 1, 2. 
intimating, we ſhall never ſeek the things 
above in good earneſt, unleſs our affections be 
placed on them. Thoſe affections that have ev:/ 
for their Object, muſt ſpend their ſtrength upon. 
fin, which is the worſt of all evils, Sin muſt 
be hated moſt perfectly; fin muſt canſe the 
deepeſt ſorrow; fin mnſt be moſt feared; 
and againft fin, the heart ſhoald 'riſe with 


the 


 * Supplication in the Spot, 73," 
the greateſt indignation. , Thoſe affetions that | 
have good for their ObjeA, as love, defire, and 
the like, ſhould run with a full ftream rowards 
God, and thiſe great things that are brought 
10 light by the Goſpel, and promiſed in the 
Covenant of Grace. The ftronger and more 
ſpiritual our affections are in Prayer, the ber- 
rer ſucceſs will follow, 2 Chron. 15. 15. *'Tis 
ſaid of Fudah, That they ſought the Lord with 
their whole deſire, and he was found of them. 

2. This praying in the Spirit, refers ro the 
Spirit of God who helps to pray : The Apottle 
Fude exhorrts ro build ap our ſelves on our 
moſt holy Faith, and to pray in the Holy Ghoſt, 
Jude 20.and fo to keep vur ſelves in the love of 
God ; lookipg for the mercy of our Lord Tefas 
Chriſt unto Eternal Life. Now the operation, 
or working of the Spirit of God in Prayer, I 
ſhall explain in theſe Particulars : 

1. The Spirit of God teaches Believers for 
what to pray ; he opens their eyes to underſtand 
the Word, and to know whar the Will of the 
Lord is : V+ knor noe, ſays the Apoſtle, what 
we ſhould pray fer as we ought, but the Spirit 
maketh interceſſion for the Saints, according ty 
the will of God, Rom. 8. 27. | 

2, The Spirit removes impediments to Prayer 3 
be turns that love, thar naturally is in the heart 
to fin, into hatred; he cauſes the World that 
was Idolized, to be' contemned'; be cures 
that Infidelity, in reference to the excellency 
of \piritual* Things, ' that the vinrenewed 
Soul is full of ; as alſo that enmity againſt 
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God and Holineſs, which was in the mind all 
the while *twas Carnal : Where the Spirir of 
the Lord s, there is liberty, 2 Cor. 3. 17. the 
Fecters are knockt off, the Clogs removed, the 
Soul is brought our of Priſon, and is made 
free, both anto the performance of Duty, and 
Free in the performance of it. 

The Spirit encourages wnto Prayer ; be lets 
Believers underſtand, bat now ss the accepted 
time, that now 1s the day of ſalvation, 2 Cor. 6. 
2. Wherefore, be fatth, I have heard thee in a 
time accepted, in a day of ſalvation have I ſuc- 
coured thee ; beho/d, now 1s the accepted time,be- 
hold, now ts the day of ſalvation. Though the 
Lord ſhould have been ſought much ſooner , 
yet 'tis not too late to ſeek him now, he will 
be found by the hearty ſecker : ſuch ſeeking 
ſhall not- be in vain; Deut. 4. 29, But if from 
- thence thou ſhalt ſeek the Lord thy God, thou 
ſhalt find him, if thou ſeek him with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul. 

4. The Spirit enables Believers to a thoſs 
Grages. that are required.in Prayer. There are 
four Graces eſpecially that ſhould be exerciſed 
in, our Supplications, Humility, Faith, Love, 
Patience. 

1. Humility. The Lord has a ſpecial regard 
20 the humble ; whereas the proud be knows 
afar off, and has threatned to refift the proud. 
The humble Soul has. bigh and awful appre- 
kenfions of God in Prayer, and mean, very 
mean.thoughts of itfelf. Abrabam was bum- 
| ble, when he ſaid, Behold, I have taken upon 


Supplication m the Sparit. ' 
2ne to ſpeak unto the Lord, who am but dſt and - 
aſhes, Gen. 18,27, Fob was humble, when he 
faid, Mine eye ſeeth thee, wherefore I abbor my 
ſelf. The good Angels themſelves are humble, 
though never in the Teatt offenders; the Che- 
rabims cover their faces with their wings, and 
cry out, Holy, holy, holy xs the Lord of Hoſts, the 
whole earth is filed with his slry, How vile 
then ſhould we be- in our own eyes, who by 
our guilt are (o obnoxions; who have fo ma- 
ny foul ſpots and itains upon onr Souls, whicH 
are the effects of tin, nay, whoſe very Righ- 
reoulſneiles are but as filthy rags? Iſa. 64.6, 
2. Faith s to be ated in Prayer: And truly 
we may come with confidence to the Throne 
of Grace, if we confider the power of God, 
which is nor anly moſt Migbty, but Almighty: 
I am God Almighty, ſaith the Lord to Abraham, 
the Father of the Faithful. He can do more 
for us, thah we can defire ſhould be done for 
us. Nothing is too hard for him; and al- 
though all other helps fail, he nzeds them no, 
his Arm, when alone, can bring ſalvation, Ila. 5 9, 
16, This power of God may afely be relied 
on, for he is'allo fail of mercy, Pſal. 62, wlt. 
God hath fpoken once, twice have T heard this, 
that power belongeth unto God, alſo unto thee 
be:longeth mercy. David was encouraged by 
this in his Supplications, P/al. 25. 6. Remems» 
ber, O Lord, thy tender mercies, and thy loving- 
kinaneſſes, for they have been ever of old, And 
we bave not only an intimartion of. God's mer- 
ciful Nawre, but in his Covenant, be bas 
promiſed. 
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npplication in the Spirit. 
promiſed to ſhew mercy, for this he delights 
in 3 and Chriſt is he Biediaicr of this Cove- 
nant, fo that *ris moſt ſure, Heark to the 
Apolile, Heb.8. to, 12. This is the Covenant 
_ that I will make, (aith the Lord , I will put 
my laws im their minas, and write them im their 
bearts : I will be to them a God, and they ſha!l 
be to me a People ; for I will be merciful to therr 
untighteouſneſi, and their ſins and iniquities 1 
will remember no more. 

3. Love 1: to be ated in Prayer : there mut 
be a love to our Neighbour, and they mutt 
from the heart be forgiven, that they rreſpa(- 
{ed again(t us; ſhall we think much of a few 
Pence, when we are Debtors many thouſand 
; Talents? Bur principally there muft be love 
to the Lord expreſſed in Prayer, his favour 
and fellowſhip with him. muſt be longed for ; 
the ſoul muſt thirſt for God, for the living God, 
as the chaſed Hart after the water-brooks , 
Plal. 42. 2, 2. And when be does maniteſt 
himſelf, he muſt be rejoyced and delighted 
in, and his Grace admired , whatever is 
received. | | 

4. Patience 1s alſo to be afted in Prayer: 
There muſt be a patient waiting in this Duty, 
a right underſtanding of God's wiſdom and 
faithfulneſs; that he knows what, and when to 
give, and will do it in the beſt, both time and 
meaſure, will be a gret means to cure our 
over-baſtineſs. David is to be imitated , 
who ſaid, I waited patiently for the Lord ; 

and he loft nothing by ir ; for it follows, 
| p He 


Supplication in the Spirit. 77 
He inclined his ear unto me, and heard my 
cry, Pſal. 4o. 1. Thete are the Graces 
which tbe Spirir enables Believers to act in 
Prayer. | 
5. The Spirit dire@s Believers unto Chriſt ," 


4 the alone prevailing Advocate, We are ſaid bk 


ro have accels to the Father, by the Spirit, and 
through the Son, Eph. 2.18. The Spirit leads 
us to Chriſt as the Mediator, who is the way 
unto God. The Spirit ſhews, that God ha- 
ving given Chriſt, has opened throngb him, the 
Trealures of his Grace, and for bis ſake will 
give freely all things. The Spirir ſtill is rarn- 
ing the eye of the Believer rowards the Lord 
Jeſus, and in Prayer inftruCts us bot eo improve 
hy relation to w, who is bone of- our bone, 
fleſh of our fleth, and 1s become an Head and 
Hutband ro us : How fo improve his Sufferings, 
by which, all rhat we need has been procured : 
How to improve bis Interceſſion , which as tis 
inceſſant, ſo 'tis never denied ; and finally , 
How to improve his Poxver and Authority, for he 
can do what he will, both in Heaven and in 
Earth, He is the Prince of Peace, and rhe 
Lord of Life and Glory ; he can give Peace, 
and Life, and Glory to whom he pleaſeth. 

6. The Spirir makes Believers ſincere in their 
aims when they pray, They deſign the ballow- 
ing and hononring of GO D's Name, as well 
as their own welfare, They beg for pardon.and 
grace, not only becauſe *ris good for them- 
ſelves to bave theſe, bur likewiſe, becauſe 


' "the Lord glorifies his grace, and mercy, and 


goodneſs, 
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promiſed ro ſhew mercy, for this he delights 
in ; and Chriſt is the Mediator of this Cove- 

nant, ſo that *ris moſt ſure, Heark to the 

Apolile, Heb.8. to, 12. This is the Covenant 

_ that I will make, (aith the Lord , I will put 

my laws mm their minds, and write them in their 

bearts: I will be to them a God, and they ſhail 
be to me a People 3 for I will be merciful to therr 

untighteouſneſs, and their fins and maquiries 1 

will remember no more. 

3. Love 1: to be aftedin Prayer : there mut 
be a love to our Neighbour, and they mutt 
from the heart be forgiven, that they treſpa(- 
led againſt us; ſhall we think much of a few 
Pence, when we are Debrors many thouſand 
 Taleats? Bur principally there muft be love 
to the Lord expreſſed in Prayer, his favour 
and fellowſhip with him. muſt be longed for ; 
the foul muſt thirſt for God, for the living God, 
as the chaſed Hart after the water-brooks , 
Plal. 42. 2, 2, And when be does maniteſt 
himſelf, he muſt be rejoyced and delighted 
in, and his Grace admired, whatever is 
received, 

4. Patience 1s alſo to be ated in Prayer: 
There muſt be a patient waiting in this Duty, 
a right underftanding of God's wiſdom and 
faithfulneſs; that he knows whar, and when to 
give, and will do it in the beſt, both time and 
meaſure, will be a gret means to cure our 
over-baſtineſs. David is. to be imitated , 
| Who ſaid, I waited patiently for the Lord; 
and he loft nothing by ir ; for it _ : 
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He inclined his ear unto me, and heard my 
cry, Pſal. 4o. 1. Thele are the Graces 
which the Spirir enables Believers to act in 
Prayer, | | : 
5. The Spirit dire&s Believers unto Chriſt," 
4 the alone-preva:ling Advocate, We are ſaid 
ro have acceſs to the Father, by the Spirit, and 
tbrough the Son, Eph, 2.18. The Spirit leads 
us to Chrift as the Mediator, who is the way 
unto God. The Spirit ſhews, that God ha- 
ving given Chriſt, has opened throngb him, the 
Trealures of his Grace, and for bis ſake will 
give freely all things. The Spirir (till is rarn- 
ing the eye of the Believer rowards the Lord 
Jeſus, and in Prayer inftructs us bow to improve 
hy relation to w, who is bone of} our bone, 
fleſh of our fleſh, and 1s become an Head and 
Hucband ro us : How fo improve his Sufferings, 
by which, all that we need bas been procured : 
How to improve his Interceſſion , which as tis 
inceſſant, ſo 'tis never denied ; and finally, 
How to improve his Power and Authority, for he - 
can do what he will, both in Heaven and in 
Earth. He is the Prince of Peace, and rhe 
Lord of Life and Glory ; he can give Peace, 
and Life, and Glory to whom be pleaſeth. 

6. The Spirir makes Believers ſincere in their 
aims when they pray, They Jefign the ballow- 
ing and hononring of GO D's Name, as well 
as their own welfare, They beg for pardon.and 
grace, not only becauſe 'ris good for them- 
ſelves to have theſe, bur likewiſe, becauſe 


' "the Lord glorifies his grace, and mercy, and 


goodneſs, 


\, 
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goodneſs, in forgiving, and healing, and ſaving 
thoſe that fly and cry to him. | 

Thps you lee what 'tis to Pray in the Spirit; 
and conſequently it does not lie barely, either 
in fluency of utterance, or in variety of expreſ* 
fjons, or in multitude of words, 

Now follow the Reaſons of the Doctrine, 
and they are of two forts: Firit, Why our 
own ſpirits ſhould engage in Praver, 

1. Becaule God 15 a Spirit, our Lord aligns 
this as a Realon why worlkip ſhould be in 
Spirir, becauſe God is a Spirit, who is wor- 
ſhipped. | 

2. He. principaly requires our ſpirits, My 
Son, give me thy heart, Prov. 23.26. And truly 
he does narrowly obſerve where our hearts 
are, when we are at Prayer ; and no wonder, 
for our ſpirirs are moſt capable of ſerving him. 
To admire, fear, love, truft in bim, theſe are 
the principal ways of worſhipping him, and 
this is done wth the heart. 

3. Without our fpirits,Prayer% but a mockery. 
If when the Lord ts honoured with the mouth, 
the heart be far from him, God ſays In vain do 
they worſhip me,and I will not bold themp uiltleſs, 
And this you may obſerve, that when our 
bearts are not engaged in Prayer, they are 
commanded by che Lord's Enemies: Sin, the 
Warld, and S;tan, do detain them. | 

The ſecond fort of Reaſons are, why we 
muſt pray by the help of the Spirit of God ;. 
his' afliſtance is neceſſary : 

1, Becauſe of our darkneſs, we of our ſelves 
know 
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know not God, nor his Will, nor our own 
greateſt Needs, nor wherein lies vur great 
Intereſt, and rrueſt Happineſs. _ 

2. Becauſe of our deadneſs : active we are 

to fin, but unto Prayer indiſpoled ; the dead 
Man mult be lifred and carried. for of himſelf 
he cannot fiir: We that naturally are withour 
irerg:h, ray, without life, cannot lift up our 
Souls ro God unleſs the Spirit life them 'up to 
him. _ 
3. Becauſe of the oppoſition that # made by 
the evil one. When we-come to the Mercy- 
ſear, the Devil makes nothing of taking the 
right band of us, he is ready to reſiſt us, as he 
did Foſhua the High-Prieſt, Zech. 3. 1. and we 
are nat able to withſtand him, unleſs the Spi- 
rit of God, who is infinitely {tronger, rebuke 
him for us. 

4. The Spirit's affiſtance is neceſſary in 
Prayer, becaule of that natural averſeneſ} in our 
own h:arts unto what # good: whereas we ſhould 
bate the evil, and love the good; we hate the 
good, and love the evil ; nay, in the very beſt, 
there is a law in the members, which wars a= 
gainlt the law of the mind, and evil 1s pre- 
ſent. If the Spirit were nor alſo mightily and 
graciouſly preſent, there would be an utrer 
mability as to Prayer, or any Duty which God 
requires. 

the third place, I am to anſwer ſowe 
Lore of Conſcience concerning the Spirit of 
rayer. 

1. Whether all Believers have the Spirit of 
Prayer > L an» 
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I anſwer, That all true Believers have this 
Spirit, For the Spirit of Grace, which all 
Saints have received, is alſo a Spirit of Sup- 
plication, Xech. 12. 10. And the Apoſtle ex- 
preſly ſays, If any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he # none of bs. | 

2. Whether only Believers have the Spirit of 
Prayer ? 

I anſwer, The Spirit of Prayer # peculiar to 
Believers ; for where the Holy Gholt does help 
the heart to pray, he cleanſes the heart from 
what before defited it, and turns the heart and 
the defires of it towards God ; fo that rhar's 
now the Language, Pal. 73. 25. \ hom bave 
F in heaven but thee, and there is none on earth 
I defire beſides thee. ' 

3. Whether the Spirit of Prayer may not be 
loſt ? 

” anſwer, Thar the Spirit may be grieved, 
by our corruptions, when they prevail, and 
when we grow flotbful and heedleſs tow we 
enter” into Tempration ; and being grieved, 
may withdraw his quickniog and afliſting in- 
fluences : Bur the Spirit is never quite loft by 
thoſe that haye been truly renewed by him. 
He abides for ever where he has conſecrared any 
to be his Temple, Fobn 14. 16. David after bis 
fall, ſays, Reſtore unto me the joy of thy Salva- 
tion, to thew that his joy was loſt ; but be prays, 
Take not thy boly ſpirit from me ; to Ggnifie that 
the Spirit was not quite departed, though rbat 
depaiture. was deſerved and feared. 


4. 'May 
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4 May not perſons excel in the Gift of 
Prayer,that yet are void of the Spirit ? I anſwer, 
in the affirmative. The Gift of Prayer may 
only ſerve ro puff up Profeſſors with Pride ; 
how are ſuch pleaſed in reflecting upon the 
repure they have gained by their eniargedneſs_ 
in expreſſion ! And this Pride is not checked, - 
is not abhorred, The words of praying may 
be uſed, and a carnal worldly defign carried 
on. Hypocrites aim at an eminency in Gifts, 
that rhey may paſs for godly ; and under the 
cloak of Religion, cover their wickedneſs ; and 
in their moſt enlarged ſupplications, they aim 
at their own profit, fame, and are prodigtouſly 
deſtitute of the fear of God. *Tis certain the 
Gift of Prayer way be in the unſound hearted; 
for even the Gift of Prophefie, which the Apo- 
file prefers before other Gifts , we find in 
wicked Men, Mat. 5.21, 22. Maw mill ſay 
unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
propheſied in thy Nam * Then will I profeſs unto 
them I never knew you; depart from me ye 
workers of iniquity. 

5. May. not ſome that have the Spirit of 
Prayer, be very weak in the gift of utterance ? 1 
anſwer, Yes : There was much of rhe Spirir of 
Prayer in Hezekiab, when be chartered like 4 
| Crane or Swallow, and mourned like a Dove, lia.38. 
14. The Lord regards not ſo much the expref- 
fron as affection : and the heart may be fincere 
in its defires, when not only becauſe of the 
ſtrength of thoſe deſires but allo through confuſion, 
there wants utrerance; Let not thoſe ——_— 
that 
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' that are but weak ia expreſſion be difcoura-. 
ged ; for the heart may highly value Mercy 
and Grace, and obtain both when Prayer 1s 
bur liſped,and ſtammered forth by the Tongue. 
Now follows. the Application, 
And Ule 1. is of Reproof, which belongs, 
1. To them who pray indeed, but their 
hearts and ſpirit pray not with them. They 
put the Lord off with the bended knees, the 
ftrerched forth hands, the lifted up eyes, the 
labour of the lips, the fruit of their inven- 
tion 3 bur all this while their hearts are not 
- with bim ; and their affections run a whoring 
after their vanities and iniquities. The Prayers 
of ſuch Diſſemblers are dead Prayers, and 
truly are to be numbred among their Gzad 
works: and their Prayers being. not minded 
by themſelves, how ſhould God have regard to 
them, unleſs it be ro bate and puniſh thern ? 
2, They are to be reproved, who make light 
of the ſpirit of God, and of hy aſſiſtance #n thu 
Duty of Prayer. They account the aid of the | 
Holy Ghoſt, a needleſs, a notional, and 1ma- * 
ginary thing. Such never knew what 'tis to 
wreſtle with God, what 'ris ro ſigh and groan, 
be as it were in Trayel,rill the Bleflings begg'd 
for are obtained. Oh how impoſltble is it, | 
that Nature ſhould riſe thus bigh, vill the Spirit | 
do renew and elevate it ? SR, | 
Uſe 2. Of Tryal, whether we have the Spi- 
rit of Prayer or no ? And this may be aiſcerned | 
by theſe following f(igns. yy 
1, Thoſe that have the Spirir of Prayer , 


by | 
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by the Spirit have been convinced of ſin, Fobn 16- 
3. He has diſcovered fin, broken their hearts 
for it 3 and 'tis now become a load to them, 
though before they loved it never ſo exiream- | 
ly : Before they hid fin,- now they lay it open 
. in Prayer ; before they excuſed it, now they 
aggravate it; and judge themſelves worthy 
of Hell and Wrath, becauſe of it. 

2, Thoſe that bave the Spirit of Prayer,are 
made #0 /ook unto Chriſt crucified, Zech, 12.10, 
I will pour out upon the Houſe of David, and the 
Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of ſupplica- 
ton :. Then ſhall they look upin him whom they 
have pierced, and mourn for him, and be in bit- 
terneſs as one # in bitterneſs for the loſs of a firſt» 
born. Chriſt crucified is look'd upon by fuch 
with a weeping Eye, becauſe their fin was the 
| cauſe of his tufferings ; and with an eye of 
dependance, for all their expectation of Grace, 
and Peace, ard Life, is through bim alone, 

3. They that have the Spirit of Prayer, are 
earneſt for the fruits aud graces of the Spirit ; 
that Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 
neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Mzekneſs, Temperance. All 
which the Apoſtle ennmerates, Gal. 5.22, 23. 
may be in them, and abound : ahd they are 
reſtleſs in Prayer for the mortification of the 
deeds of the fleſh; for they confidered whar 
1 is ſaid, Rom. 8. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye 
ſhall die; but if ye through the ſpirit mortsfie 
the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. | 

4. They that bave the Spirir of Prayer, are 
"nabled to go unto God as wnto a Father, I 4" 
Ana 
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And becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the 
fpirie of his fon into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father. Not bat that doubrs and fears may be 
in thoſe that have the Spirit; witneſs the Pſal- 
miſt, who cryed our, ll the Lord caſt off for 
ever ? and will he be favourable no more? 1s his 
mercy clean gone for ever * And doth his promiſe 
fail for evermore ? hath God forgotten to be gra- 
ciow ? hath he in anger won up his tender mer- 
cies ? Plal. 77-7, 8, 9. But at length, and truly 
it may be long firſt, faith gers the better of un- 
belief. Many that are the Children of God 


- Cannot always call bim Father, yet even then 


they go to bim,and are not quite beat off from 
him; and there is a ſecret Truſt, that. he bas 
ſome gracions reſpect to them : and by this 
they are encouraged till to perfift in Prayer, 
Uſe 3. Of Exhortatian. Prize 4nd value 
the Spirit of Prayer; as without his help you 
cannot pray to any. purpoſe, ſo he can make 
Prayer mightily prevailing. The Spirit will 
create an holy boldneſs in your acceſs ro the 
Throne of Grace : he will enlarge your hearts 
In this Daty ; which enlargements are not with- 
out  {\weetneſs, and great ſatisfaction. The | 
Spirit will draw up and indire ſuch Petitions | 
for you, as will not be denied : and give ſome 
encouraging imitation of your being accepted, 
and anſwered, in the beloved. | 
Now, if you would have the Spirit of 
Prayer, follow theſe Dicetions: 1. Reſt not 
in the bare Gift of Prayer; let it not farisfie | 
you, that you have a praying tongue, and 
no 
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no more: all your Supplications are but a 
Hattering the Lord with your lips, and a lying 
anto him with your Tongues, while your 
hearts are aot right with him, P/a/ 78. 36, 


37+ 

2, Be ſenfible of yaur need of the Spirit > 
lighr and liberty, life and livelineſs, are the 
effects. of the Spirit ; gaod motions, boly af- 

.\tions are bis off-ipring: withour him you 
will be like Pharaoh's Chariots, when the 
W heels were raked cff, and drive on beavily ; 
bur he can make your Souls /ike the Chariots of 
Amminadib, Cant. 6,12. 

3. Part with every thing' that prieves the 
Spirit ; foſter not any lult or inordinate af- 
fection, that may render your hearts an un- 
plealant habitation to him, X 

4. Frequently beg for the Ypirit ; and eſpe- 
cially in ſecret; this will be a fgn that you 
indeed defire him. Plead the Proraiſes which 
you find, Lake 11, 13. If ye then being evil, 
know how to give good pifts to your children , 
bow much more ſhall your heavenly Father give 
the holy fpirit unto them that ak him? And 
whar God has promiſed, Chriſt died that he 
night purchaſe : nay, Chriſt has prayed that the 
ſpirit mighe be beſtowed, Fohn 14. 16. And 
therefore you may pray with the greater en- 
couragement and aſſurance. Thus concerning 
that third Doctrine ; that Prayer, when rightly - 
performed, us Supplication in the Sparit. 

Do&. 4. In Prayer, Watching 1s 4 neceſſary 
ingredient, Watching is a Duty which the 
great 


- 
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great Prophet Chriſt himſelf frequently preſſed, 

and tbe injunction is general, 7hat Þ ſay unto 
you, I ſay unto all, Watch, Mar. 13.37. He 
knew that a ſpirirual Lehargy, is a Diſeaſe 
molt incidenr. Bur if at any time, ſurely 1n 
holy Dities this heedleſneſs and (leepineſs does 
diicover it (elf; we had need therefore to 
rouze up our Spirits, that are fo fluggith na- 
turally, Deborah ſpeaks to ber ſelf four times, 

Awake, awaks ; Deborah, Awake, awake,- utter 
a ſong, Judg. 5. 12. We have need thus again 
and again to call upon our Souls 20 awake and 
br tatchful, when abour ro utter a Prayer. 
Watching and praying are joyned in Scripture 
and not only ſo, bnt Warching is required in 
Prayer, Col. 4. 2. Continue in prayer, and watch 
in the ſame with thankogiving : ſo 1 Pet. 4. 7. 

But the end of all things #® at hand, be ye there” 
fore" ſober, and watch unto prayer.” 

In the bandling of this Doctrine, 1 ſhall 
firſt ſhew what me are to watch againſt in Prayer. 
SeconCly, pat we arc to watch over, T hirdly, 
hat te are to watch for. Fourthly, Nhat 
manner of watching g required in Prayer. Fifth- 
ly, Give the reaſon why watching # ſo neceſſary. 
Laftly, Make Application. 

Ir the firit place I am to tell yon, at we 
are to watch againſt in Prayer. 

1. We muſt watch againſt indweling cor- 
ruption, There is a Law in our Members that 
wars againſt che Law of onr Minds; and the 
Law in ovr Members commands quite con- | 
trary to the Law of God, This Law fays, 


pray !: 
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pray not at ail ; but eſpecially forbids ſeriouſneſs © 
and fervency in Prayer ; and if not watchful, 
this Law will ſway and over-rvule us, and brin 
ns into captivity to the Law of Sin: We had 
need look to our felves, for when we have 
thought of doing good, evil will be preſent with 
ww. Rom. 7. 21. and if care be not raken, rhe 
evil wil! binder ovr doing of the good. Oh 
how deep is the corrnpiion of our Nature! 
How delperately wicked is the heart of man! 
How great are the remainders of fin, io thoſe 
tbat are moſt renewed ! Ard fince the remain- 
ing Fleſh till does Juft againſt the Spirir, this 
Ficth is to be narrowly eyed, that it may be. 
weakned, checked, elſe *rwill ſpoil all our 
ſeryices. 

2. When praying, me muſt watch apainft the 
evil one. Satan likes not to ſee us at the 
Throne of Grace, becauſe he knows and has 
felt the ſuſficiency of that Grace,tbart Believers 
obtain there : I beſought the Lord, fays the 
Apoſtle, when buffered by the Meſſenger of 
Satan, 2 Cor. 12. 8. and the porer of Chriſt ſo 
reſted upm him, that Saran had to power un- 
leſs it were ſull fore againſt bis will, ro keep / 
him humble, and to hinder his being exalted 
above meaſure. The Devil therefore might 
and main withſtands us in Prayer, and how 
many are his wiles that he may keep us off 
from this moſt advantageous Duty ! Sometimes 
he objects the diffculty of Prayer, ſometimes 
be ſays, *r# need!eſi to ſpend ſo much time there- 
in ; ſometimes 'es fruitleſs ; and thar httle 

COMES 
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comes of all our Cries and Tears; ſometimes 
he propoſes other buſineſs to be done, that we 
may be diverted ;- fomerimes he ebrearens to 
appear to us, that he may affright us from the 
Mercy-ſeat. How bufie is our Adverſary the 
Deyil, we ſhould be acquainted with, and 
watch againſt Þis wiles; and..do our Du'y 
without crediting or regarding his inſtigations, 
3. When praying, we muſt watch againſt 
the cares of this world, Our Lord cautions a- 
gainft over-(olicitouſnels, A/hat we ſhall eqt, 
what we ſhall drink, wherewithal we ſhall be 
cloathed; as that which wonld hinder us from 
ſeeking the Kingdom of God, . and his righteouſ- 
neſs, Mar. 6. 32,33. Earthly care will allow 
bur lirtle or no time to Prayer, and does very 
much diſtract che heait in ther Duty, Worldly 
projects make bold ro come into the thoughts ; 
and ſecular bufineſs and employments are 
minded, even then when the Lord ſeems to be 
worſhipped. Surely *ris our wiſdom -to heed 

the Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 6, Be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing by Prayer and | 
Supplication with thankogiving, 
let your requeſts be made known | 

wito GOD. Prayer is an Antidote, againft - 
this care, as this care is an impediment unto 

Prayer. 

4: When praying, we inuſt watch 4- 
gainſt the pleaſures of this Life; there is a 
ttrange proneneſs to choſe pleaſures wherewith 
rhe Senſes are gratified, to bewitch rhe heart ; 
. and if theſe are loyed and admired, Prayet 
| will 
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will be irkſome and unpleaſant; and we ſhall 
eafily be drawn wholly to neglect that which 
we donot at all like, She that continued in 
prayer and ſupplication, was not one that lived 
in pleaſure, i Tim 5. 5,6. Watch againſt 
pleaſures, which are bur for a ſeaſon; and 
when they are ended, torments follow that 


' Will never end, We read of that rich Man 


in the Guſpel, rhat was cloathed in Purple and 
fine Linnen,and fared ſumpruouſly aad detici- 
ouſly every day;we read,l ſay,that he feaſted, 
bur not that he prayed, till he was in the place 
of tormenr. Pleaſure before hindred Prayer, 
rorment forced him to pray, bur alas, it was 
then too late, Deſpiſe ſenſual pleaſures, and 
when they are preſented to entice thee, ſcorn 
them. In the Lord, and Prayer, infinitely truer 
and more [did delight is to be found, 

5. When. praying, we muſt watch againſt 
deceitful riches. Chriſt ſays, we cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon, Mat.6. 24. If the love 
of money be the root of evil, as the Apoſtle af- 
firms,, then it muſt needs be a hindrance to 
Daty. Moſes bad low thoughts of the Trea- 
ſures of . Egypt, nay, lookt upon the very re- 


proach of Chr:/t as greater riches. ab. 1x. If 


any are decerivcd by {ach Treaure, and grow: 
eager after it, 'iwili certainly hinder jew 
from ſeeing him rhat is inyifible, and from 
diligently ſeeking him. Ore great reaſon why 
many pray. ſo {:ldom 2nd ſo coldly; ig world- 
ly-mindedoeſs; they ar: altogether for, grow- 
ing rick in the World, ſo bo SS IOgR 
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of growing rich rowards God, Luther was 
a Man much and mighty in Prayer, He jpent 
three hours a day coniſtantly herein ; but he was 
alſo-eminent for bis contempt of Riches. And 
therefore; when one ſaid, why don't ye op 
Luther's mouth - om the Pope, by ſome 
| referment ? 'twas anſwered, 
bay Porvar gig "That German Beaſt, he ſhould 
have ſaid, that German Saior. 
does not care for Silver. 
6. When praying, we muſt watch apainf? 
 *the fins that do moſt eaſily beſer w. The lin of 
our Conſtiration, the fin'of cur Calling, the 
fin which bas naturally tbe greateſt intereſt in 
-onr love, 1s the Arch:rebel againſt God, and 
our chief 'Enemy ; and uporr the leaſt unwatch- 
fulneſs, chis fin will prevail, and upon its pre- 
vailing, backwardneſs to Prayer, and deadnefs 
in it, will be the conſequent ; and nor only 
the fin; that doth'fo eafily beſet us; bur every 
werght muſt be laid afide, Heb: 12.1. If we 
would with freedom- converſe with God in 
Prayer, every iniquity allowed of, defites the 
Soul, and ſeparaves berween the Lord and vs, 
and unfits vs for communion with-him'; there- 
fore we maſt warch and fitive agaioft all fr. 
witbour exceprioo. | 
' Th! rhe ſecotid place, I am to inform you, 
what in Prayer ts are to watch wver: 
1, In Prayer, we are to watch over our 
chong hrs. Tis a Proverb; bur none of Salomon's, 
retry oke, chat ehoughrr are free, Gol 
ſees rhe thovg hits, and the wicked maſt forſak: 


not 
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not bis way ofily, but bs thoughts, if he wil 
return to the Lord, and partake of merey, Ila.55. 
7. If rhe thoughts are-nort watched oyer, there 
may be ſo many ehoughts, ſo matiy fins, and 
guilt hereby vaſtly increafed, Thoughts are 
very quick and fleet things; arid grear the 
natural vanity, impetrinency,end confuſtedrieſs, 
and Gnfalnets of thtas, IF rhere'be'no'eye” ro 
them, - nay,'if the eye be rnibt' very careful, 
Prayer may be made, and the God pray'd to 
not thought on all the while. Rve bt Prayer, 
is bard labour, and the labonr” lies very mech 
abour the thoughts, ih fixing rhen# upon 
God; in keeping out vain: infaginations, antl 
expelling them as ſoon as'norice is raken'of 
their intruſion. 

2. In Prayer, we are to watch over ovir rea» 
ſoning faculty, There are certain” reafoningy, 
which the Apoſtle calls high* things, that exalt 
rhemſelves apainſt the knowledge of Gvd, which 
waſt be” brought into captivity, 2 Cor. 10. F. 
We muſt nor be peremptory ih' arguing and 
determining thar chis\ and rhat, avid r'other is 
good'for'us; bar refer our: ſelves'to bis wiſdom 
2nd good pleaſure, who'docy' all rHikgs' for 
his' people bene © ſapienirer, both 'wHll and 
wiſely; And ax we muſt not-learf toon owh 


arfderftandings, in jadgidng whet reiffporal 
Mercies' ate moſt corivedient 5 ſo ndlther' are 
we to grow fo botd*and prefarmnprivoiy ex v6 
reaſon againſt any of rhe Arributts'of Pro- 
tfe3-of God, nor ahy* pait'of tawilf which 
he hav-revealed; | | 
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The Lord has proclaimed himſelf gracious 
to his People, terrible to his Enemies; we 
muſt pray, on, and believe this, thongh Enemies 
are higb, and bis Church never ſo much op- 
preſſed ;' though Providences do ſeem never 
ſo much to thwart God's Promiſes, yer we 
muſt believe that God is faithful in bis Promi- 
ſes, and pray, and wait for their accompliſh- 
ment : Finally,we muſt not reaſon againſt any 
part of his Will, þut tbougb bis Commands 
are never ſo ſtrictly boly, we muſt approve of 
them, and beg Grace to keep them. 

3--In Prayer we are to watch over our hearts. 
Kyep thy beart with all diligence, Prov, 4. 23. 
Heed muft be taken that there be no jarring 
berween our Wills and the Will of God ; for 
bis Will is holy, juſt, and good ; ours therefore 


' ſhould always comply with his. As the eccho 


anſwers and returns the voice, fo ſhould our 
wills complyipg, anſwer God's will command- 
ing. This you may obſerve in David, a Man 
= God's own heart, P/al. 27. 8.. The Lord 
ſays, Seek ye my face; David's heart eccho's 
back, Thy face, Lord, will I ſeek, So Pſal. 119. 
4, 5- The Lord command*s to keep his precepts 
diligemtly ; David's eccho is, O that my ways 
were direRled, that I might keep thy ſtatutes! 
We muſt ſee'to our hearts in Prayer, that they 
be Gacere 1n hats mo the L009 956" and 
in choofing what be offers in the Goſpel, and 

alſo promiſes to beftow, F 
4. In Prayer weare to watch over our Con- 
ſciences, that rhey perform their Office __ 
ully. 
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fally; Their Office is to obſerve and condemn 
every miſcarriage , to urge unto a more ſpiti- 
tual manner of praying, and to be reſtleſs and 
unquiet, if Prayer be omitted upon any ſlighe 
pretence ; or the male in the flock be not offered 
to the Lord, but a corrupt thing. A tender 
Conſcience is a bleſſing that can hever be ſuf- 
ficiently valued ; this will canſe the beſt ro be 
given unto God ; this will not be (arisfied ill 
God approves and commends; and what & 
Heaven follows upon Prayer, when the Lord 
himſelf, and his Officer, Conſcience, are both 
pleaſed > Bur if we grow unwatchful over 
our Conſciences, and ſuffer them to fall a- 
ſleep, and become ſeared ; a thouſand feulrs 
in Prayer will be wink'd at; nay, we ſhall 
be but lirtle reproached for the rotal omiſſion 
of it. 

5. In Prayer we are to watch over our Af- 
fetions, The more of affeQion is in Prayer, 
the more pleaſing the Datry. will be to God , 
and the more pleaſant ro him that performs 
it. There is enongb in che Lord to draw forth 
the very ſtrengrh of our affections: How great 
is bis goodneſs! how able and powerful is his 
band tro ſave! bow unſearchadle are the riches 
of his grace ! Eye has not ſeen, ear has not heard, 
neither has 7t entred into the heart of : man;cohat 
he has prepared for thoſe that wait upon bim 
Iſa. 64. 4. We are inexcuſable, if alt this 
move not our affections. We ſhould watch, 
and obſerve when our aftections do bur 
begin ro encline R_—_ farmer - Loyers, 
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and then compare thole Lovers and the Lord 
together, that other things may be contemned, 
and our Souls may even break for longing 
after God. ; | 

6. Jo Prayer we.ate Waatoh ower aur gut” 
ward 547: 3 Qur tangues and Jenſes mult be 
lookt. to ; Qur tongues muſt ſpeak reverently, 
conkdering Gad is 5 Heawen, ard we.ow Earth, 

Eccleſ. 5. 2. and we.muſt have warrant from 
God's own Word far the words we utter:before 
bir, Our ſenſes muſt be guarded, elſe at tbe 
ear, or eye, eſpecially ſometbing or ather may 
enter that may diſturb Prayer, and hinder it 
from being ſo fervent and effe81al. 

. You ſee what we muſt watch aver. 

In the third place, I am to ſhew what we 
mult watch. for in Prayer : 

1, We muſt watch for fit ſeaſons 20 pray. 
There are ſome times and ſeafons in which 
God is nearer than at others, and more ready 
0 be found of them that ſeek bim ; this the 
Prophet intimates, Iſa. 55. 6. Seek ye the Lord, 
while be may be faund, call ye upon bim while he 
# near. Thoſe ſeaſons of grace and love, are 
carefully tro be obſerved, and improyed to 
the uttermoſt, When the Lord. came (o near 
to Facob, as to ſuffer him to take hold of him, 
thit was 4 ſpecial ſeaſon; and Facob was ſeu- 
ſible of 51x, and wreſtles long, and with an holy 
vigour; he keeps his hold, and would nor et 
$0 till he had got the blefling, Gen. 32. 29. 
'F hat alſo was a ſpecial opportunity, when the 
Ford- fpake nnto Moſes, face to face, as 4 man. 
«| ex ſpeaketh 
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ſpraketh tobu friend, Exod. 33. 11. Moſes im- 
proves this, and begs for the Lord's preſence 
with him, and with the People of Iſrael; and. 
having prevziled for this, he adds further, 
Lord, T beſeech thee, ſhew me thy glory, v. 18, 
Hereupon the Lord made bis Goodneſs to. paſs: 
before him, and ,proclaimed, The Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant 
in goodneſs and in truth, keeping mercy for 
ehouſFids, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and 
In. - 

Pp 2. We muſt watch for Admonitions from 
Conſcience unto Prayer, When Conſcience ſays, 
Thou haſt not yet prayed in ſecret ; now go and 
poar out thy heart before bim that ſees in ſe- 
cret. © Thou haſt net ye: prayed in thy Famuly; 
Cz1ll all of tby Hon{hold rogetber, and joyn in 
begging, that the Lord would bave mercy up- 
en all, Conſcience is by no means. to be dif-_ 

regarded, but its admonition thould. be taken, 
The Anthority which the Lord allows to 
Conſcience, is greac, and 1ts Office is of a large 
exient : Conſcience is a IVitneſi, and a Fudge, 
abd a Monitor ; as a Witneſs, it rakes notice. of 
the evil which we do, of the good: which we 
r:faſe ro do, and. likewiſe oblerves when we 
are careful of our Duty; as a Judge, it ac- 
qaizs-ar condemns, according 4s we have been . 
guber: good or. faithful, or evil and Qothful 
Er Vacs,;. 85 a Monitor, it xells ns beforehand 
of. awry Day, and as we wauld avoid its Ac- 
culatians prid Reproaches, we ſhould not ven- 
tare upon any Sin which it-cries oyt. againſt, 
"©" nor. 
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nor negledt Prayer, or any other Duty which 
it charges us to perform, as we will an{wer ir 
before God. | 

_  3- We muſt watch for the motions of the 
Spirit unto Prayer. When the Holy Ghoſt 
moves to this Duty,and his motions are heeded 
and obeyed, we are to conclude, that the fame 
Spirit which moves to Prayer, will affiſt in 
' Prayer. 'Tis a wonderful Priviledge that the 
Spirit is ſent unto the Churches, and is ſpeaking 
ſtriving for their goed : And every one ſhould 
have an ear to hear what the Spirit ſays, Rev. 3. 
ulr. When the Spirit ſpeaks concerning fin, Ths 
n not the tay, therefore avoid ir: Oh do not 
thi abominable thing which God hates ; we muſt 
by no means conſent to evil, When the Spi- 
fays concerning Daty, Thu # the way, walk 
in it, Iſa. 30.31, we muſt by all means yield 
unto that which is good, If the Lord by his 
Spirit ſays, Seek my face ; with the greateſt 
ſorwardneſs we ſhould reply, Thy face, Lord, 
will we ſoek ; and be will not then hide his 
Face from us, nor put his Servants away in 
anger. | 

The Motions of the Spirit unto Prayer are 
twofold : Ordinary, Extraordinary, 

1. There are more ordinary Motions unto 
Prayer. "Tis the mind and will of the Spirit, 
thar our vſual times for Prayer of all ſorts 
ſhould be obſeryed ; and though deadbeſs and 
 Indiſpoſition be never ſo great, and:gur hearts 
draw back from the Throne of Grace, yet 
we muſt po thither, Experience —_ 
that 


Watch im Prayer, | 
that where deadneſs at the beginniog of Prayer 
has ſeemed invincible, yet on a ſuaden ir oe 
been removed, and the Duty has been carried 
on and concluded with more than ordinary 
enlargements. The I/raelites were commanded 
to go. forward, when they came to the Red Sea ; 
they might have anſwered, What, wouid you 
have us march into the water,and be drowned? 
Well, but forward they go, and the warer is 
dried up before them, Exod. 1.4. So truly, mia-- 
' ny times, when about to pray, there 1s great 
littleſnels, and many diſcouragements; yet: 
we mult go forward, and engage in our Daty, 
and the Sea is. dried: up: before us, theſe dif-- 
couragements are removed. 

2. There are more extraordinary Motions of 
the Spirit unto Prayer. Upon ſome remark- 
able Provideace.,cither croſs.or kindneſs ; upon. 
the hearing of ſome more than ordinary affe- 
Cting Truths : upon ſome {ſpecial manifeſta- 
tions by way of quickning and. peace 3 the 
Spirit may move unto: more than ordinary, 
plying of tbis. work of. Prayer: And-the;Iron 
is by all means ro be ſtruck: while *ris thus hot, 
An extraordinary. motion of the Spirit raiſed 
David ont of bis-bed- at midnight, Pal. 1194. 
62, At midnight I wilt eb to give thanks-unto 
thee, becauſe of thy righteous Fudgments.. Sa. 
Ats 16. 25, at aifaigh ght. Paul and, Silas; 
: prayed, and fan day unto God, and the 

Priſoners heard t 

Bur. here you —_ baye a ain leſt Sa-- 

tan get. an advantage: WIE the Spiric, of 
14 "IE - God 
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God thus” extraordinarily moves to pray, be 
does ſweetly and ferongly incline the heart t6 
comply with his motion ; rhere is a quickning 
heat goes along with his perſwafions. Bur 
Satan's motions ro pray at unwonted times, 
come with a perplexing violence and burthenſom- 
nefi upon the ſpirit ; bat there is no diſpoſing 
or enlarging of the heart umo Supplicarion. 
Thus the gyprians of old required the tale 
bf Bricks from the Children of T/rae/, but al- 
lowed not Straw to make them with. 
 - 4. We mnſt watch for aff manner of encou- 
ragements Yn Prayer : And truly the Lord is 
not backward to give, if we are heedful! and 
forward to take encouragement. The Lord 
encourapes to Prayer varions ways: 

1. By making mw ſenſible what a priviledge 
acceſs to the Mercy-ſeat is: He cauſes us to be 
fatisfied and delighted in his preſence, and our 
hearts cry onr, Ob, how good it is for ns to be 
here? This 5s none other than the Throne of 
Grace, and this is indeed the Gate of Heaven, 
*Tis good for me to draw nigh to God, ſays boly 
David, Plal-7 3. nt. 

2. The Lord enconrages to Prayer, by melt- 
wg of the heart for ſin; be thaws the Ice 
by the beams of his love. Sence of ankind- 
neſs, and unfaitable carriage rowards rhe Fa- 
ther of Mercies, cauſes plenty of Godly Sor- 
row, atid rhe heart hereby is exceedingly alic- 
aated from its Iniquiy. 

3. The Lord enconrages to Prayer, by en- 
kirging the deſires after himſelf, waking Ln 
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Soul enamouted of bim, and altogether un- 
ſatisfied till it rafte and fee bis goodnels. 

4. By mntimations of Audience : The Lord 
ſaid unto Daniel at the clole of bis Prayer, © - 
man greatly beloved, Dan. 9. 23. Chriſt an- 
{wers the Woman of Canaan, Great 3s thy faith, 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt, Matth, 15. 28, 
When God, after we have been earne!t for 
pardon, br ſancification, for grace to honour 
and to pleale him, cauſes a peace and calm» 
nels in our ſpirits, and we have an bint, thar 
our Petitions are according to his will, and 

will be granted ; here is great encouragement 
in Prayer. Now luch encouragements ſhould - 
be watcbed for, and laid bold on with the 
greateſt chankfulneſh,. 

5. We muſt watch for the returns of Prayer, 
The P/a/mift had been praying, and he re- 
ſolves he would hearken what God ehe._Lord 
would ſpeak,thar is,by way of anſwer, B/al.85.5, - 
In like manner the Church, concluding that 
the Lord would ar laſt bear,reſalves to wait for 
him, Mc. 7:7. Therefore wil 1 look unto the Lord, 
I will wait for the G:d of my ſalvation, my God 
will bear mg, If you watch nor far rerntns- 
of Prayer, you do nat EM what bir you do, 
or with, whog you; bave..o ayer: 
when yot Fr, bet ks. ON, Name of God 
into your aQu ff al qabye taken in - 
vain? when y , you engage in an Or> 
dinance af God and ff ſhall char be uſed in vain? - 
Whar, Ja ye imagine chai God's band is hort- 
aed,gt is « ear heavy,and-his bowels 4 | 
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Not looking after your Prayer diſhonours him 
more than you are aware of : He ſpeaks to you. 
and does for you in vain. And this is the ready 
courle to provoke him to keep filence, and to 
ſhut his hand : You are therefore with the Pro- 
pher, to ſtand upon your Watch-towrer, and to 
obſerve whar God ſays to you, Heb 2. 1. 

Here one grand Caſe of Conſcience is to 
be propoſed and reſolved : How we ſhall know 
whether Prayer be anſwered yea or no; and the 
bleflings we have begged, given as a return 
to our requeſting for them ?. | 

I anſwer, that Bleffings are of two forts : 
Thoſe that are peculiar to Saints, thole that are 
common to the Unpodly. 

1. There are Bleſſings that are peculiar to 
the Saints: Sach as the ſence of God's love, 
ftrength againſt corrvprion, righteouſneſs and 
true holinefs, peace of Conſcience, power to 
run in the ways of God's commands withour 
wearineſs, and to walk without fainting. If 


. fach Being: as theſe are prized, and earneſtly 


defired in Prayer, and after Prayer are be- 
ſtowed, they may be concluded the fruzt of 
Supplication: In the W when I cryed thou an- 
fſweredt me, ſays David, and ſtrenzthened'# me 
with ſtrength in my foul, Pal. 138.3. . He 
prayed for grace and' pitirual ftrengrh, and 
had it, and conclndes bis Prayer was anſwered. 
Ooly the Chitdren of' God lobg akd beg for 
ſuch bleflings 3 and if the Lord's hand be open, 
and gives the bleſſings begg'd, we 'may allo 
conclude that his ear was open to the begging. 

rs ' 2, There 
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2, There are Bleſſings that are common to 
the ungodly, as health, food, raiment, relati- 
ons, proſperity, removing of afflictions ; and 
mercies of the like nature. *Tis more difficult 
to know when theſe are given or continued 
as A teturn to Prayer : but yer this may be 
knowa in thele Particulars: 

1, Temporal Bleflings are the Fruic of 
Prayer, when they were begged not only of God, 
but for God, that they, might be employed in 
his ſervice, and to his praiſe. Foſhua begged 
for victory over the Canaanztes, but he had an 
eye toGod's great Name,which be knew would 
be diſhonoured if Iſrael were overthrown. Foſh. 
7.9. When we defire ſome eftate, that we 
may do good with it, and honour the Lord 
with our ſubſance ; when we defire health and 
firength, that we may be the more uleful, and 
ſerve our Generation according to the will of 
God, and what we deſired 1s beſtowed, ſurely 
Prayer is heard. | 

2. Temporal Bleſſings are tbe Fruit of 
Prayer, when they are begged with an 'bumble 
and holy Submiſſion, and not aiked as the princs- 
pal things. When, we pray for daily Bread, 
and the Meat that periſhes, ig ſuch a meaſure 
as the Lord ſees meeteft, ro deal fortb-ro ns ;. 
but qur greateſt hunger and thirlt is after bigher , 
things, even that Meat which enfures to eyer-, 


ating Liſe, pd the Waters of that Fountain, 


o 
« 


that is always flowing, and yer ever full. . 
- 3 Temporal Bleſſings are obtained by 
Prayer,” when they prove @s coras to "ar the- 
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heart nearer to God, and effettually enrage unto 
obedience. David was brought very low, the 
ſorrows of death compaſſed him ; be calls upon 
the name of the Lard for deliverance, Plal.1 16. 

,4. Well, deliverance is granted, and what 
effect bad ir?I: makes him admire Divine Mercy, 
it ſtrengthens his Faith, it makes him cry out, 
Truly I am thy ſervant, and reſolve to walk be- 
fore God in the land of the living. Surely this 
Dcliverance came by Prayer ; and fo bimſelf 
was perſwaded, v. 1, 2. I love the Lord, becauſe 
be hath heard my voice and my ſupplication ; be- 
cauſe he hath enclined hn ear to me, therefore 
will I call upon him as long as I live. 

I have ſhewed you what we ate to watch 
For in Prayer. 

In the fourth place I am to ſhew what man- 
ner of Watching 1s required. 

1. Our watch muſt be very tri, and this 
ſtrictnefs will be acknowledg'd reaſonable, if 
we conhder, that Prayer is a buſineſs of weipht ; 
Life or Dearh, Blefing or Say, will follow 
atcotding ' as We ſpeed, wall or. ill, 19 Prayer. 
When we come to rhe Throne of Grace, we 
entreat” for no leſs than rhe forgiveneſs of .mil- 
lions of , Offences, the leaſt of aged no- 
pardan'd, is ſufficient to expale.us' to drerngl, 

A than 
le 
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grace and, glory, we Jepttcueh6 leſk x 
atij/er df the Aleighty, and eyerlafijp 
m<;.ts. Surely we ſhould be watctiful : 
of care þy all means, to theed ina. 


ſuch vyalt concerntatat; RE 
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2. Our Watch muſt be continued, ic muſt 
oe before, and in, and after Prayer, and all 
lutle enough, 

1. We muſt watch before Prayer, that every 
thing may be avoided and re- 
moved, that may binder the Pimidiun {<, 
heart from preparing to bave {4,7 
to do with God ; 'tis not eafie 
co enter rightly upon this Duty. 

2. We muſt watch in Prayer : Prayer 1s 
expreſſed. in Scripture by the Meraphor of 
Wreſtling. If the Wreſtler-watch not, be pre- 
vails nor, but is eafily foyl'd. If we are not 
very vigilant all the while we are praying , 
God, whom we wreſtle with, will withdraw, 
and we ſhall miſs of the blefling ; and Satan, 
that wreſtles againſt us, will preſently fling us. 

3. We mult watch after Prayer : We muſt 
trace our hearts, and mark how they bave be- 
haved themſelves ; we muſt obſerve and be- 
moan our failings, and be thankful for aflift- 
ing grace; we mult. be the ſame upon .our 
leggs that we were-upon our knees, and live” 
according to our Prayers. 

In the fifth place, follow the Reaſons why 
watching s ſo neceſſary in Prayer : _ 

11, God watches how thu Duty 5s performed, 
and has denounced a Curſe on thoſe that do. 
the work of the Lord negligenily. He nar-; 
rowly obſerves where the thoughts are, and 
how much of the heart and affection is in 
every Prayer, Heark to the Apoiite, Heb. 4. 
13, Neither # there any Creature that ja mob. 


f 
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manifeſt m his ſight, but all. 2ings (even the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, whereof be 


had ſpoken in the Verſe foregoing ) are naked 


and open unto the eyes of him with whom we 
have to do. | 
2. Satan watches : In a time of War there is 


- @ ſtricter Watch : now cur Life is a Warfare ; 


Wherefore we ſhould be ever vigilant: 1 Per.5. 
3. Our adverſary the Devil goes abuut, endea- 
vouring to do all the miſchicf, and to binder 
all the good be can potlibly, Satan is very buf: 
about us in Praycr, and if our unwatchfulneſs 
gives him but the leaſt encouragement and 
advantage, he preſently ſpies and rakes it, 

3. Unleſs me watch; our hearts will deal trea- 
eherouſly ; they will tart afde from God like 
deceitful Bows, and the Arrow of Prayer will 
be far from bitting the mark ; but our Suppli- 
cations will degenerate into meer Formality ; 
whereas, if we are intent and ſerious, and*do, 
hoc agere, mind' our buſineſs while we are at 
Prayer, we ſhall undoubtedly make famething 


.of it, I come at laſt ro the Application. 


- "Uſe r. Is of Reproof : Two lorrs of Perſons 
deſerve, and highly need, as well as deſerve 
a Reprehenfion. 

I. The careleſs Hypecrite # to be reproved : 
The Scripture , which. has this preheminence 
above all other Laws, that. it binds ihe very 
heart and conſcience, does ſpeak very terribly 
apainſt Hypoeriſie, which is the hearts difſi- 
mnlation, and going away from God,. even 
when the external part of Devotion-is yielded 
to bim. The folly of the: praying Hyporrite 
will appear-in theſe things: 1, Hut 
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1. Hu Conſcience # faſt aflcep in Prayer,and 
ſets him do even what he pleaſes; but this 
ſleeping Lion will at Ierg:b awake at fartheft, 
Hell will awaken his Conſcience, and then 
*ewill bitterly reproach bim, and never ceaſe 
reproaching. 

2. The Hypocrite regards not the God he 7s 
praying to: He is not awed by the Lord's 
Majeſty, nor affected with his Mercy ; neither 
is be afraid of proyoking him to Jealoukie, bur 
preſumes upon God, as if he wete altogether 
ſuch a one as bimſelf, Pſal. 50. 21,22, Theſe 
_ things haſt theu done, and I kept filence, and 
thou thoughteſt 1 was altogether ſuch an one as 
thy ſelf : but I will reprove thee, and ſet them 
in order before thine eyes. Now conſider this, 
ye that forget God, leſt I tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver. Z 

3. The Hypocrite regards not the things he 
1s praying for, nor himſelf that 
is concerned in Prayer: He is 
nor concerned for his Soul , 
which is moſt traly himſelf ; and though he 
prays for the Favour of God, for the King- 
dom of God, and deliverance from everlaſt- 
'ng Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis An- 
gels; yet he is ſo cold and heedleſs, 'as if he 
were indifferent whether Heaven or Hell were 
his external abode. | 

2.The droibfie and declining Saints are alſo to 
be reproved : Theſe having been once ſo tho- 
roughly awakened,are more withour Apology, 
i. they grow again unwarchful. 


Animas cujnſque 
eſt quiſque. 


i. The 
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1. Tae Prayers of nawatchful Saints have 
very bad mixtures: Oa the forgerfulneſs, and 
fearleſneſs, and wearinels, and mocking of the 
Lord, that Believers under their declinings are 
to be charged with! How near do they come 
wo the borders of Unregeneracy ! Haw like 
are rhey 20 the unſound bearted ! 

2, Ihe Prayers of nnwatckiul Saints are 
very .unprofitghle. Childrenabey ace, bur alas, 
they improve port their Relation, nor make 
ſerious application to their Father. The Spirir 
is in them, bur they accept nor of bis ſtrength 
and grace: Prayer is not totally laid afide, 
but little comes an't, becauſe they do nt vi- 
gorouſly engage in it, 

3. The Prayers of nnwarchful Saints are un- 
comfortable. The Spirit is grieved by their 
careleſneſs, and how can it be expected he | 
ſhould be a Comforter ro them ? Confcience 
is diffatisfied, and is continually gradging, be- 
cauſe they -do not ſtir up themſelves to lay hold | 
on God, when they call upon him, 1/2. 64. 7. 


Mauch fear, much boxdage, many ſecret gripes 


of ſpirzt follow upon carelels Praying, | 
4. The Prayers of unwarchful Szinrs 4:efo | 

offenſive, that they may juſtly fear fome ftroke 

from Gad, forme {inure ing rod to ago aken, the (furs: 

4 ayer, $9 ther, Hal. 5. 14. 1 wil be aus 
P 


raim 4 4 Lion, and as 4 ,gajan Lion ts the 


 bavfe of Judah: Leven boillicaraud gr ataa) : | 


I gnall- take away, and mane fbal'.xe/cue bim. | 
Now, what was the..realon of this leveruy ? 
I follows, v. 15. In their affQtion they will 

'F | ſeek 
at 
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| /cek me early, He thruſt the ſpur into their 
Ade, and made them bjecd, to make them 
mend their ſluggiſh pace in Duty : He cha- 
itened them +bar be-might hear louder, Cries, 
and bave more {erious Pray ers from them. 

Ule 2. ball be of Exhortation, Be per- 
(waded to watch in Prajer.: "Fhoſe that waich 
not at all, pray not at all in God's account 
'hoſe that watch-moſt, make molt of Prayer. 
'T'beſe Arguments I ſhall farther uſe ro ſecond 
this Exhortation : 

1. The more watchful you are in Prayer, the 
better you will underſtand the Devil's enmity, 
You will perceive h/;-<nvy and his hatred , 
and how: loath he is :24; you ſhould receive 
J ary diftioguifhing metres, eſpecially ar rhe 
Y hand of God ; therc'ore be does fo beftir 
J himſelf, that be ma'* -ebſt you. And the 
better you know this Enemy, the better armed 
you will be. | 
Y 2. The more watchful you are in Prayer , 
Y 2, will be more acquainted with your ſelves, and 
with your own hearts, You will more | fully 
underſtand your wants, and your ſpiritual 
plagues; and the underſtanding of theſe is 
one good ſtep to the ſupply and cure. 

3- 'The more watchful: you are in Prayer, 
the more experimentally will you underfiand the. 
loving kindneſs. of the Lord ; you ſhall find har 
be deals'bountifally, P/at. 116.7. | Rethrm unto 
thy reft, O my foul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
tifully with thee, God is certainly willing ro 
give; they that watch in Prayer, take-notice 
what 
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what they receive ; and great joy 'cis to be- 
hold the Prayers, which. as Meſſengers we 
diſpatched ro Heaven, return loaded with * 
Mercy, Fohn 16. 24. Ash and you ſhall receive, 
that your joy may be full, So much for the 
fourth Doctrine : In Prayer Watching is a ne- | 
ceſſary Ingredient, | 


| Doct. 5. Yes muſt perſevere if we would + 
ſpeed in Prayer, or Prayer muſt be with all per- 
ſeverance, The words of the Text are nor 
withour Emphaſis; not only perſeverance, but | 
all perſeverance is required by the Apoſtle. : 
There ſhould nat be the leaft fainting, bur a 
vigorous _ perfittance in our Supplications, 
Heark bow the Apoſtle ſpeaks in other places, | 
Col. 4. 2. Continue in prayer ; and Rom. 12.12. : 
Rejoycing in hope, patient in tribulation, con- | 
tinuing inſtant in prayer. Fe 'Y 

In ſpeaking to this Doctrine, I ſhall firſt | 
rell yon, what 'tis to perſevere in Prager. 
2ly, What kind of perſeverance 3s required. 
3ly, Give you the Reaſons of this perſeverance. 
Laſtly, Make Application. | | 

Ia the firſk place, hat 'tis to perſevere in | 
Prayer. | | 

1. This perſeverance in Prayer implies, Re- ' 
foluedneſs of Spirit againſt all oppoſition. The | 
reſolation is not to be made in our own 
ſtrength, bur in rhe: power of Grace, and then | 
it will be firm, and bold. He that perſeveres 
in Prayer, reſiſts Satan's endeavours to hinder | 
him in his Duty: Though this Lion roar 


upon 
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upon him by fearful blaſphemous thoughts , 
ibough this Adverfary buffet him by confuled, 
amazing, and affrighiing imaginations; yet 
all his skill does not beat him off from Prayer: 
the more bufie he finds Satan, the more need 
be perceives of calling upon God. And as the 
Devil cannot prevail by his more irkſome 
temptation, ſo as to cauſe an omiſſion of 
?rayer ; in like manner on the other fide, the 
more pleafirg remprations are withſtood. 
When be ſpeaks big words concerving ſports 
and paſtimes, and pleaſures of ſenſe ; when 
be ralks at an high rare of worldly advanta- 
ges, that are io be purſued, that he may di- | 
vert and draw away. the heart from Prayer 
yet be that perſeveres in this Duty, believes 
this lying and deceitful Spiris in nothing. 

Nay, he rerorts upon him, and anſwers, 
that therefore be prays, that he may find 
true joy, and greater ſweetneſs in God than 
the Creatures can poſſible yield ; that there- 
fore he prays, becauſe he has a mind to be 
rich indeed, and to have a treaſure in Hea- 
ven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, 
and there thieves cannot. break thorow, nor 
ſteal, Mar. 6, 2©. 

And as for that oppoſition be meers with 
from within, from the corruption of bis heart, 
which is indeed the greateſt 5 he bewails ir, 
ſtruggles with ir, and cries out for the Spirit 
of Life to quicken and help bim. He is con- 
vinced of the neceffity of Prayer, and- the 
excellency of what is prayed for ; and oppo: 
on 
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fition is bur a'wher to him, that he may ir 
up himſelf to lay bold on God. 

2, This petfeverance in Prayer implies, 
getting through all diſcouragements. The more | 
blind Bartimews was diſcouraged by the Peo- 
ple, he cryed the louder, Fefus, thou Son of Da- 
vid, have mercy on me, Mark 12. 48 and his 
cry Was beard, according to bis defire he had |} 
his Gght reſtored, Fhe Woman of Canaan, - 
who came ro Chriſt, cthad-her Daughter might 
be diſpoficfſed of a Devil, met with great dif- 
couragement, but overcame them all, Mat.1 5, 
21,29, When firſt ſhe untered her requett, | 
Chriſt anſwered her not a-word; this, one would ' 
have thoughr, might have ſtruck her dumb, | 
and made ber conclude'it'vain to have ſpoken | 
ary more. Ohbmo, ſtill ſhe cryed after him ; 
whereupon the Diſciples intercede for her : 
Chriſt anſwers, He was ſent to the loſt ſheep of | 
the houſe of Iſrael : Here was a ſecond repulſe; 
but neither did this diſcourage 3 ſhe comes 
and worſhips him, and ſays, Lord help me! 
Chriſt replics, It is not meet to caſt the childrens | 
bread unto the dogs : This was a third repul(e, 
and worſt of all ; and yer ſhe gives not over, 
bur pleads, that though ſpe where indeed no bet- 
ter thatt a dog. yet erumbs might be given her. | 
Ant now' ſhe ſpeeds; and whatever ſhe bad | 
a mind*ro, was granted. | 

He that perſeveres/ in Prayer, wilt not be | 
diſcouraged. Is his guih grear ? be replies,chat 
rhe Lord's mercy will be the more maghified, | 
if he obtainsn Pardon, as 
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he replies, the more will the $kill of the great 
Pby fician be ſhewn in Healing bis ſpiritual 
Plagues. Is be very vowortby ? he replies, that 
the Prodigal, upon bis returning, found his Fa- 
ther's doors, and bis Father's arms open, though 
be'came beme in rags, having before waſted 
all bis fubftance among the hatlors, and in riv- 
tous living, Thongh he is wretched, and miſe- 


'Y -7able, and poor, and blind, and naked; yet he 


ſays, That Chrift has eye-ſalve to make him ſee, 
' gold tried in the fire to make him rich. and white. 
raiment to cover him; Rev. 3. 17,138. 'Tis a 
Mercy-ſeat, *tis a .Throne of Grace he goes'to; 
and therefore diſcoursgemenrs are not invin- 
cible. | | 
3. This perſeverance in Prayer implies con- 
tinnal importuntty, Imporrunity is many times 
troubleſome to Man , but God is delighted 
with ir. Humility indeed becomes us in our 
addreffes ro him, bur yer we are allowed to 
be urgenr, to be inſtant, to be preſſing in'thefe 
things, which is according to the will of the 
Lord, and he loves to fee us ſo; for ir argues 
we value highly what we beg with” inforty- 
nity. The unjuſt Judge was ' prevailed with 
by the YVidow's importunity, and will the Lord 
negle&t' importuhare Prayer, that has com-- 
manded and encouraged itmportunity, and thar 
is ſo rigbreons, and fo gracions? He that per- 
ſeveres in Prayer follows the-Lotd with his re- 
queſt, he will not'let bin alone till be has a 
Pardon, and that Pardon ſealed © be'will "nor 
let kim atone tilt his Tufts; which are tbe wo 
0 
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of ſpiritual Enemies,' are killd ; till more 
Grace is granted, of which he cennat bave 
x00 great a meaſure. Take notice of David's 
importunity, P/al. 119. 145, 146, 147. Icryed 
with my whole beart, hear. me, O Lord, I will 
heep thy ſtatutes. I cried unto thee, ſave me, 
and I ſhall keep thy teſtimmies; I prevented 
the dawning of the morning, and cryed, I hoped 
in thy word ; my eyes prevent the night-watches, 
| &c. He cryed, and cried, and cried again, be- 
fore the dawning of the morning, aad in the 
night-watches, Behold, how urgent he was 

in Prayer. | 
4. This perſeverance in Prayer, implies 
an holy inſatiableneſs after G:d; and deliring 
ſtill more, though never ſo much be obrained, 
Indeed there 1s a great obligation upon us 'to 
be thankful ſor the lealt meaſures of Grace ; 
bur we are not to. be contented with the 
greateſt, bur ſtill longing for more. Though 
David enjoyed ſa much of God, and had ſuch 
a ſenſe of his loving kindneſs, which was ber- 
ter than life, and experienced thar communion 
with the Lord, which was more ſatisfying rhan . 
marrow and fatneſs: Yer we find him till 
following hard after God, Plal. 63. 8. My ſou! 
followeth hard after thee, thy right hand uphold- 
eth me, And indeed the more we taſte and 
ſee bow gracious the Lord is, it cannot bur 
increaſe our longing, and raiſe our thirſt ro a 
greater vehemency. The Apoſtle Paw/, tho' be 
had attained to ſo much, yer he ſays, I forget 
theſe things that are behind, and reach forth 
unto 
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unts thoſe things that are before, and preſi towards 

the mark, for the prize of | the bigh _— of 

God, Phil. 3: 13,14. 

5. This perſeverance in Prayer, implies, « 
continuing to engage in all the kinds of Prayers 
There ſhould be a conſtant atd daily courſe of 
Prayer, even unto.the end of life ; and if ax; 
any time by weakneſs or otherwiſe, the courſe 
be neceflarily interrupted, our hearts ar leaſt: 
then ſhould be working rowards God ; as then 
being ſenſible that He is our All, all our hope is. 
in him, and all our belp is from bim. *Tis an 
bappy thing, fo to habiruate and\cuſtom ouc 
ſelves to Prayer, as to make ic become natural: 
ro us, and re eſteem 1t as neceſſary as our one. 
breath. 

n the Second place, I am'to tell you what 
hind of perſeverance is required. 

1. In this perſeverance there ſhon[d be. no in- 
cerruptions, Daniel, rather than his'courſe of. 
praying before his God in giving thanks, ſhould. 
be interrupted; choſe to adventure the fofs of 
Digeity, his Prince's Favour, and bis own Life 
befides. And that God whom be ſerved continiu- 
ally did deliver him, Dan. 6. Damiel reſolves to 
open his mouth in Prayer, God ſends his Angel, 
and ftops the mourbs: of: 'the -Lioas, that they: - 
| did not burt him. And es'carnat fear'Thould” 
not cauſe the omiſlion of Prayer, fo neither any; 
prevailing corruption, and deadneſs:. Still the 
Lord-is to. be ſought unto, and. ſerved; | > Low 

2, In this perſeverance there ſhould dias: 
tings] endeavour to excel, «Ws do berver: 3 0 yaa 
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with more and more ſpirituality 'and livelineſs. 
'Tis a fad Ggbt ro fee Children as weak now 
as they were ſeveral years ago: We conclude 
thece is ſome bad bumour that oppreiles nature, 
and cauſes that weakneſs,and is an impediment 
ro their growth. "Tis thus, and more ſad, to ſee 
Chriſtians ſtand at a ftay, and perform Duties 
no berter no#-than ſome years apo they uſed io 

orm them, Tf there is ſtill the ſame dead- 
neſs, rhe. ſame- unbelief, the ſame worldly- 
-qaindedaeſs and diſtractions. which were wont 
to be, it argues,: the Spirit is kept under by the 
Fleſh and its prevalency. We are not only to 
-do more than others, but to do more than our 
ſelves, The Lord requires ns, and truly gives 
ample encouragement to be not only ſtedfaſt 
and unmoveable, bur alſo ro abound in the wirk 
of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58, The path of the juſt 
ſhould be liks the ſhining light, that ſhineth more 
and more nato the. perfett day, Prov. 4. 18. All 
our Duties are motions homeward, and Heaven 
is our home. And the nearer bome, the ſwifter 
ſhould our ſpiricual motions-be. 

In the third place follow the Reaſons why 
Prayer ſhould be with perſeverance. 

1. Divine Commands are very expreſs, not on!y 
#0 perform the Duty, but to continue in the Duty. 
Ia the Text riot only praying is enjoyned, but 
Sad , and with all' perſeverance. 

And 1 Theſ. 5. 17, Pray without ceafing. God's 
word of Command-ſhould cauſe us perperuall 
to ſtand in awe: We tauft not dare to ceaſe 
ing thar' which be would have us withou! 
cexling ewployed in. 2, The 


| 
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'2. The Lord perſeveres in CEE and en- 
couraging, therefore we ſhould perſeyere in 
praying. His eye is continually upon his peo- 
ple : Eye, and ear, and heart, and band, are 
all open 3 and if we open our mouths wide, 
we (hall be filled, P/al. 81, io, NY 
' 3- The Lord. is as worthy to be ſought unte 
ſtill, & ſought to at all; therefore we ſhould 


-= continae in lecking him, Thongh our expecta- 


tion from other things be never ſa high, yer 
upon tryal we ſhall diſcover their emptineſs and 
vanity ; but the more we know God, and-the 
greater experience we. have of- him, the more 
we ſhall behold bis fuloeſs, and bow good *ris 
to draw near to him, IT/rae/ went a: whors 
after other lovers, but found her miſtake ; 
reſolves to return to ber firſt. buband, for then 
'twas beſt mith her, Hol. 2.7. God's ſervice. is 
ſach-as no. fault is really ro be found therein 3 
and therefore ro leave that ſervice is very un- 
reaſonable. 

4. We are far from attaining all that 1s at- 
tainable by Prazer. Clearer Diſcoveries. there 
may be of God, there may be-munch larger 
communications of Grace, there may be. more 
of pzace and, joy, therefore ir concerns ns.to 
wait. on the Lord ftill, and not to. grow weary 
of our attending, hob 0 

5- This preſent world is full of enemies and 
ſaares: Therefore we ſhould continually. bave 
recogpſe wo the God of all Grace, that Grace may 
- be propertioned to our work, and to our. danger., 

The werld is evil; and the eyil one is very 
| F 2 aGtive 
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ative to draw us to evil ; and he has a ſtrong 
and numerous party within our own ſouls, even 
all the remainders of corruption ; ſurely unleſs 
we perſevere in Prayer, and thereby engage 
him for us who 5s able ro keep w from falling, 
and to preſent w faultleſ} before the preſence of 
ba plory with exceeding joy, Jude 24. we ſhall 
"not perleyere to- the end, and be ſaved. The 
Application follows. 
Uſe 1. Of Reproef, which belongs, 


x. To them that pray in a time of diſtreſs | 


and affliction ; but after that is remcwed, and their 
flaviſh fear allayed, they quickly give over. "Thus 
the Children of Iſrael, when-God ſlew them, then 
they ſought him ; they returned and enqtired early 
after God, they remembred that Ge was their 
rock,, and the bigh God their redeemer : but as 
ſoon & the Lord ceaſed ſmiting, they ceaſed crying z 
they flattered with their tongues, and were un- 
Redfaſt in bis Covenant, Pſal. 78. 34,37. This 
is the way to have affliction quickly return 
2g4in, and that with more of Gall and Worm- 
wood ; or to have ſpiritual judgments ( which 
are 2 70m deal worſe) ſucceed eemporal. 
2, Reproof belongs ro them that pray for a 
kittle while, while the conviftion 1s freſh and 
frog: and the exhortarion ro this Daty is'{till 
ounding in their ears : but by degrees the con- 
viction wears off, and the exbortarion is forgor- 
ten: and then oh bow. do therr hearti.depare from 
Ged,and what a task and tedious thing is Prayer 
to rhem ! Bur thoſe foregoing conyiKtions will 


very much aggravate their after-omiffions ;; 


theſe 
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theſe omiMons being given way. to, eſpecially 
at firſt, with ſuch violence offered to their own 
Conſciences ; and refifting of the Holy Ghoſt; 
who ftrives ro make them perſevere in Snppli- 


cation. 


3. Reproof belongs to Apoſtates; that fume while 
made a gicat profeſſion, none more for:ra'd to pray 
than they ; but now thiy have threwn off this and 
other Ordinances of Chriſt, being carried away 
either by a profane, or by an erroneous ſpirit. 

' 1, Many are carried away by a profane fpirit : 
and baving reſtrained Prayer, even reſtraining 


Grace is taken from them, they run out to all 


exceſs of Riot ; rhey are avominably virious, 
intemperate, unclean, unrighteons ; they de- 
clare to all, that ſeven unclean ſpirits are entred 
into them; and that their laſt end is likely to 
prove worſe than their beginning. They once 
indeed did know the Holy Commandment , 
bur are now turned from it, and 'tis bappen'd 
to them according to the Proverb, The dog is 
eurned to hit own vomit again, and the ſow that 
was waſhed, to her wallowing in the mire, 


2 Per, 2. 21,22, 


2. Many are carried away from Prayer by 
an erronzous ſpirit : Theſe not only break the 
Lord's Commands, but perſwade themſelves 
they do well init, and endeavour to draw others 
ro the like Tranſgrefſion: and hereby their 
guilt and danger is the greater. Every one thar 
ſpeaks againſt Prayer, or any other Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt, as he ſtrikes at Chriſt's Au- 


thority, who is King of the Church ; ſo he is 
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deceived, and made uſe of by the Devil to in- 
jure Suuls, by drawing them away from God 
and their Dury. Bur it may be objected, that 
the Apoſtle himſelf ſays, hy ate ye ſubjef to 
Ordinances? I anſwer, the 21 ver. following 
ſhews what Ordinances the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
namely,che Ceremonial Ordinances ; Touch not, 
paſte not, bandle not ; he is not to be interpreted 
concerning the Ordinances of Chriſt's Inftitru- 
tion ; for in rhis very Epiſtle he does command, 
That the word of God ſhould dwell richly in them, 
'Col.-3. 16. and that they ſing Pſalms with prace 
in their bearts to the Lord; and that they ſhould 
continue in prayer, Col. 2. 4. « | 
4. Reproof belongs to them thar limit God, 
and conclude, if they. are not heard preſently , 
that they ſhall never be anſivered ; and lo in effect 
ſay, by ſhould we ſeek the Lord any longer ? 
"Vile and finful Creatures ſhould nor be ſo quick 
with God : Whar if we tarry ſome time beſore 
we haye the grace and comfort we beg ; if it 
comes at laſt, is not the Lord gracious to a 
wonder ? Beſides, the Lord knows when 'tis 
firreſt ro anſwer Prayer; therefore it becomes 
vs patiently to wait ; for bis rightly timing of 
his benefits, is not the ſmalleſt part of them. 

Uſe 2, Of Direfion, bow you may perſevere 
in Prayer, 

'1. Be exceeding jealow and afraid whenever 
you find deadneſs and formality ſeizing upon you. 
You know not whither it may grow : The 
prognoſtick figns of an approaching Diſtem- 
per: ealily perſwade -you to rake preventing 

| Phyſick : 
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Phyſick : Ob, when you find your hearts gur' 
of order, fear, and go to your'Phylician to 
heal your h2arts, and reduce them to the righs 
praying frame. 

2. Take heed of quenching the Spirit, 'Let- 
your Ears be open to hear what he ſays to the 
Churches, Rev. 2 ws. Deliver up your ſelves 
wholly unto the Spirit's conduc} and guidance ; 
be lead by him, from what ways, and in what 
ways he pleaſes, elſe be will be -grieved and 
withdraw : and if he does fo, alas, your.belper 
will be. gone, and your infirmities will binder 
your perſeverance in prayer. 

3. - Be ſenſible that all your. prayers will be loft, 
if now you ſhould totally and finally give over, 
Thar tighteouſneſs will be reckonedas none at 
(all, that is: but like tbe morning cloud, and as the 
early dew vaniſhes atvay; pray on- therefore , 
' that all may nor bein vain. | 

4. Labour to be acquainted with the ſweetneſi 
of Prayer, that you may have experience. of 
thoſe quickniegs, thoſe -enlargemens , thoſe 
; ſapports, thoſe raviſhiog delights tharithe Saints 
have found ſometimes in'Preyer : and eberr you 
will like: the. Dary (ſo well,)1bar. you''will. aot 
:eafily be drawn: off fromv ir. 

5. Dependupon/himthat gives power to the faint, 
and inoreaſes ſtrength intheme#hat haveno might, 
:Ma40. 29. He (fainis nor, \nemtÞer 28 he weary, 

and he alone:can keep you ſrom-being) weary'in 
well-doing. As he onfy-cary help .yow when you 
cry, ſo be alone can help:you to hold on-1n crying. 

6.Cheer up your ſelves withthis confiderarion, 
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that if you perſevere in Prayer but a little while 
tonger, in Heaven all your Prayers will be ſully 
anſwered. Remember,tbat if. Prayer laſts as long 
as time laſis, rime will quickly be ſucceeded by 
eternity, and Prayer will end in everlaſting 
. Praiſes. So much for tbe fifrh Doctrine, That 
Prayer muſt be with all perſeverance. 


DoB8. 6. The fixth and laſt Ductrine is this : 

Our ſpirits muſt be ſo publick as to ſupplicate for all 

ſaints as well as for our ſelves; therefore the Apoſtle 

adds in the Text, and ſupplication for all ſaints. - 

| Here I ſhall firſt ſhew what Saints the Apoſtle 

ſpeaks of ; and ſecondly, why we ſhould pray for 
them all, and then give you the Uſes. 

Firſt, hat Saints the Apoſtle ſpeaks of. The 
Saiors are of two forts, Triumphant in Heaven, 
Militant on Earth. 

1.Triumphant in Heaven and theſe donot need 
our Prayers. We need not pray that they may be 
eaſed of their loads, for their burthens are remo- 
ved, and they are entred imo perfect reft, We 
need not pray thar God wonld manifeſt himſelf 
+ . to'thern, for they: ſee him as be is, and not as bere 
- inaglaſs darkly;nor that they may be freed from 
ſorrow, and defended from enemies, for their joy 
is full,all tears are wiped away, and they are paſt 
all danger: They are made piliars in the beaven!|y 
temple, and they ſhall go no more out, Rev. 3.12. 
In all the Bible we find not one petition for de-. 
parted Saints, They are with the Lamb crown'd 
above, and are above our ſupplications. 

' 2, Militant Saints on Earth: And of theſe 


the 
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the Text ſpeaks, and to theſe the words are to- 
be confined ; and truly all of them claim a ſhare 
in our ſopplications. 

1. Weareto pray for Saints of all Nations. 
Prayer may reach them,thovgh never fo far,and 
the God we pray to is acquainted with every 
Saint in particular throughout the Univerſe, 
knows what they all want, and bow to ſapply 
_ all their needs, 

2. We are to pray for Saints of all Perſwaſions, 
2s long as they hold the Head,and are dear toChriſt, 
notwithitanding their difference from us in opi- 
nion.Surely,notwithſtanding this difference,they 
ſhould be upon our hearts to deſire their good. 
Oh that there were leſs quarrelling and diſputa- 
tion, and more praying and ſnpplicarion one for 
another | and: this would be a great means to- 
unite, and to heal ony breaches: 

3. We are to pray for Saints of al Conditions, 
high and Jow,rich and poor, bond and. free, male 
-and female. Every Saint is a Jewel, and a Jewel 
1s not to be contemned, tho' it lie upon a Dang- 
hill, The meaneſt Saints are precious in the 
Lord's eyes, and'we ſhould bave regard to them, 

4. Weare to pray for Saints that are to be, as: 
well as thoſe that are-already, The Jewiſh Church 
prayed for that of the Gentiles, before it was: 
gathered, for their little ſiſter that had. na 
breaſts, Cant. $8.8, 

' The reaſon'why our ſnpplications ſhould be 
for all Saints, are theſe, - fig? 

1. Becauſe of their relation to God, They areall 
his Childrea, and he has the love of a Father ca: 

| | | 2 rhem 2: 
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them.:-nay,be isa thouſand times more full of at- 
tection, than earthly Parents can be. If God love 
them, we ſhould, and ſhew ourlove by our wiſh- 
ing their, good ; eſpecially conſidering how much 
the honour of God is concerned in them,and bow 
much his name is glorified in their preſervation. 
2. Becauſe of their relation to our Lord Jeſs, 


Should not we pray for them, fince Chrilt died 


for them 2 He bought them with the price of bu. 


' 0:0n blood, Acts 30.28. 1 Cor. 6. ult. and they 


are all eſpouſed to him; nay, they are his Mem- 
bers; thole for whom he ever lives to make in- 
rerceſlion : Surely then we allo ſhould intercede: 
in their behalf, | | 
3. We ſhould: pray for all Saints, becauſe of our 
relation one to. another, We. are all begotten by 
the ſame ſced,we are all members one of another, 
Rom. 12.5. So we being many, are one body in- 
Chriſt, and every one members one of another. 
We are all-animared by the ſame Spirit, one of 
whoſe principal fruits is Love ; and Love ſhould 
be expreſſed in Prayer. Finally, We are alt 
Heirs to the ſame Inberitance. Ob, how im- 
ortunate ſhould we be, that we may come all 
fely thither ! 
<4 We ſhould pray for all Saints, becauſe al 
are engaged in the ſame War,and are wreſtling 
with the fame Enemies :: We ſhould beg there- 


_ fore that all may be kept from the evil of the 


World, that Satan may be- trad under the feer 

of all; that Sin may. be ſabdned in all; and thar 

all may at laft be made more than Conquerors. 

5, All Saints are carrying 0 the ſame- defipn, 
k 
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the glocy of God, and the advancement'of the 
Kingdom and [Intereſt of - Chriſt.;z- we ſhould- 
help one another by Prayer, tbar-this great end 
may be attained. 

Uſe 1. Of Confolation: Saints have more © 
Prayers going for them than they - are aware of, 
Thoſe that you never ſaw, nor thall ſee in this 
World, are concerned for you, and are defiring 
tzat JO may have that grace and ſtrength - 
which you need, confidering the difficuhy of 
your Wark, and your many -Adverſaries: As 
every one ſhould pray for all, ſo all are praying 
for every one : and this is matter of great en- 
couragement. 

Uſe 2. Of Reproof, to thoſe that are of 'a 
pravate Spirit, who are all for themſelves, bur + 
Xion they look. not afrer. Theſe have neither 
love 10 Chriſt, nor ro their own Sanls upon a 
right (core : If they loved the Head, rhey would 
be ſolicitous for the welfare of the Body ; and 
if they truly defired the goodof their own fouls, 
they would have pity 40 other ſouls thatiare of 
equal yalue. | 

Uſe 3. Of Exhortation : Be more frequent and 
fervent in praying for all the Saines. This will be 
a great Argument that you-are indeed Members 
_ of the Body of Chit, when-all, your Fellow- 
members are loved, whenyou feel aheir-ſorrows, 
and are concerned. for their welfare, _ | 

1. Pray for the Saoms Unity, 'that they thay 
be knit together -an love ; their-Beauty lies mach 
in their Agreement, and their.iſtrewprb in their 
being United : "But if a Houſe or ""ingdom be 
; divided, 
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divided diviſion has a tendency to defliruRion.Cittit 
prayed that his Diſciples 7:10h; be One, as thar 
which wou'd ſerve very much to convince the 
World that God had ſent him, Tobn 17. 23 For 
the Diviſions of Saints 1s not the leaſt cauſe of 
prevailing Infidelity, and of Mens queſtioning 
the very truth of 'Chriftianity. 

2. Pray for the SaintsPurity,that the Chuich 
may be more and more cleanled,and conformed 
to the holy Doctrine of the Goſpel, and like 
her holy Head the Lord Jeſus. 

3. Pray for the Saints Proſperity, eſpecially for 
thoſe glorious and peaceable times after Anti- 
chriſt's rumwe,the calling home of the Ferrs,when 
the Kingdoms of the World ſhall become the 
Kingdoms of the Lord, and of bis Chriſt, 
| 4. Pray for the Saints increafe, and in thus do- 
ing you are kind unto the Horid. Beg that the 
Prince of Darkneſs may loſe,and that Chritt may 
gain more and more Subjects every day,and that 
ont of the quarry of Mankind more may be taken 
to be made lively Stones in the Lord's Temple. 

5. Pray for the Saints ſupport under all Oppreſ- 
ſons, for their perſeverance to the end; and that 
the Lord Feſtus would baſten hn ſecond appearing, 
when all his Charch ſhall be Trinmphanr, when 
Devils and the reprobate World ſhall be confi- 
ned to Hell,and all the Elect ſhall joyn together 
ic ſhouting forth Halelujahs unto him that fits 
upon the Throne, and ro the Lamb for ever. 

Thus have I finiſhed this Argument of Prayer. 
What are now your reſolutions 2 Shall there be 
prayerleſs Families (till ? and avy ge. unto 
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ſecret Duty, notwithſtanding all that has been 
ſpoken ? May Pardon; and Grace,and Life,and 
Salvation be all obrained for asking 3 and will 
Fon not do thus much ? will you neither be earn- 
eſt for others, nor your own ſelves 2 Shall none 
of the Directions that have been given be fol- 
lowed ? Shall all the Arguments that have been 
uſed, be unſucceſsful ? 

Oh thou that commanadeF and heareſt Prayer ! 
O thou that helpeſt thy People to pray ! pour our 
the ſpirit of Grace and Suppiication ; that thy 
Throne of Grace may be ſurrounded with Suppli- 
cants, that there may be a preat flocking to the 
Mercy-ſeat, and grace may be imparted abundantly 
to thy own plory, through Jeſus Chriſt the great 
High-Prieſt, that is paſſed into the Heavens, and 
14 at thy right hand for ever. Amen, and Amen, 


PRAYER: 
F mhat an eaſie quick acceſs, 
My blefſed Lord, art thou ! how ſuddenly 
May our requeſts thine ear invade | 
To ſhew that tate diſlikes not eaſineſs. 
If I but lift mine eyes, my ſuit 1s made : 
Thou canſt no more not hear, than thou canſt die. 
Of what ſupream Almighty Power 
I: thy great Arm, hich ſpans the Eaſt and Weſt, 
And tacks the Centre to the Sphere | 
By «t do althings live their meaſur'd hour : 
We cannot ak the thing that is not there, 


Blaming the ſhallowneſs of onr requeſt, 


of | 
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Of what unmeaſurable love | | 
Ars thou poſſeſi'd, who, when thou coulÞ not die, 
WWer't fain to take our fleſh and curſe, 
And for our ſakes in perſon ſin reprove 3 
That by deſtroying that which ty'd thy purſe, 
Thou might'f make way for liberalitie! 
Since then, theſe three wait on thy Throne, 
Eaſe, Power, and Love; I value Prayer /o, 
That were I to leave all but one, ' 
FPalth, Fame, Endowments, Vertues, all ſhould go : 
I and dear Prayer would together dwell, 
And quickly gain for each Inch loft, an Ell, 
Herb. paze 95. 
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DireRions how to attain unto the Gift of Prz3er 
and ready Expreſſions in that Duty. 


Lrhough ſpiritual Gifts are granted unto Hy- 
pocrites and unſound Protefors, as well as 
to fincere Believers,yet according to the Apoſtle, 
we are earneſtly to covet: them, 1 Cor. 12. ult. 
Even thefe more common Gifts are imparted by 
the Holy Ghoft bimſelf, and may be very pro- 
firable both to our ſelves and others. Neither: 
ſhould-it be the endeavour of Miniſters only to 
excel in Gifts, but private Chriſtians are allo 19 
labour after them, and in a more private way 
to uſe them, The Gift of Prayer I am now to 
ſpeak of, and this no Chriſtian {houtd be with- 
out : Prayer is the Saints daily Exerciſe, there- 
fore they ſhould alÞbe well skill'd inthe perform- 
ance of this Dury, not only as to-the internal, 


bm alſo external part of it, . As. 
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As length of Prayer is not to be affected (for 
0d has a regard not to the length, bur the life 
of it;) ſo neither are we to affect a conſtant 
variety of expreſſion, If we uiz'always the 
ſame form, we are indanger of. Formality; and. 
if we always endeavour after new words, which 
we never before uſed, as 'tis a thouſand tro one 
whether we ſhall ſpeak fo properly ; lo 'tis to be 
feared that our Prayers will be only the fruit of 
our Fancy and Invention, and no more: "Tis 
good to be in the middle, berween both ex- 
Lreatns. 

Many have excelled in this Gift of Prayer in 
theſe latter days,and I know that mary are trou- 
bled through tbe want of ir. Secret Prayer upon 
this ſcore, partly, is mach diſcouraged, and 
Prayer in the Family hindred; wherefore bavibg 
diſcourſed at large concerning the Duiy of 
| Prayer, thought it a piece of ſervice untoSouls, 
to direct them how this Gift might be attained. 

1. Be well Catechized and inſtrutted in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith. You muft 
know the only true God and underſtand his Great- 
neſs, and Holineſs, and Power, and Mercy, and 
Grace, and Truth, with bis other Attributes and 
PerfeRions-which are diſcovered in bis Word. 
. You muſt not be Strangers to your ſelves, but be 
acquainted with the fall of Man into fin and 
miſery ; ahd how you,as well as others, are by 
Neture the Children of Wrath, and in danger 
_ of being loſt-and- nndone for ever, except you 

You.muſt know the Lord Feſu Chriſt, _ 
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God has ſent, and underſtand the Myſtery of Re- 
demprion and Salvation by bim; and it ſhould 
-be your endeavour (till ro know more and more 
of the Lord, and of his will 3 and the more un- 
der{tanding you are, the more agreeable will 
your Supplications be unto the Word of God, 
and you will be the better farniſhed with mat- 
ter for your Prayers, 

2. Take pains,- that your affetions may be ex- 
cited The more warm your hearts are, your 
- gongues will be the more like unto the pen of a ready 
I1riter. Let your affections be (tirred by the 
necetity and value of the things you ask, and 
the infiniteneſs of thoſe evils which you pray 
againſt : Beſides, the God whom you direct your 
Praycrs to, is nigh, is ready to be fonnd. No-- 
' thing is roo hard for bim, ſuch is-the Almighti- 
nels of bis Power; his render Mercies are a vaſt 
multitude ; he ſtands related and engaged to his 
People by a ſure and everlaſting Covenant. 

3. Pray for the Gift of Urtterance, for this 
very ability is from the Father of Lights ; bur 
after *tis obrain'd, you muſt beware, 

1. Of Pride. Herod, after an elegant Oration, 
giving not glory to God, was ſtruck dead by an 
Angel, and eaten up of Worms; and if you 
are pufr np after enlargedneſs of expreſſion of 
Prayer, you know nct what way the diſpleaſure 
of God may break forth againſt you. 

2. Deſþiſe not thoſe that want this utterance ; 
your robgues poſſibly may be berter.liugg, but 
their hearts may be in a far. better frame than 


yours, 
3, Envy 


| 
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3. Envy not them that excel you in the Gif t of 
Prayer. Envy will grieve the Spirit, and d2ad 
your own hearts, and be a torment to you, If 
one member in the natural Body do ſomething 
that 1s excellent, and be honoured, all the mem- 
bers, ſays the Apoſtle, rejoyce with it, 1 Cer. 12. 
26. And av it is in the natural Body, fo it ſhould 
be in the myſtical Body of Chriſt. Since we 
are Members of the ſame Body, we ſhould re- 
Joyce when any of our Fellow-members do 
worthily ; and count our ſelves honoured in 
their hononr,and eſpecially be glad ro ſee Chriſt 
lifted up, thongh upon others ſhoulders. 

4. Let not any carnal defign be carried on. If 
you aim ar your own ends in your moſt enlarged 
Prayers,and are ſecretly coverous, and ſelfiſh,and 
impure; as this ſhews you are abominably by= 
pocritical, ſo 'tis the way to bave either your 
Gifts blaſted, or ro have a Curſe upon them, ſo 
that you ſhall only diſturb the Church of Chriſt, 
and do harm, not good by them. 

5. Frequency in Prayer will bring you to a rea- 
dineſs therein, As by writing, you learn to 
write; ſo by praying, you will learn to pray. 
Gifts are increaſed and augmented by the'ex- 
erciſe of them, as Grace ir ſelf alſo, by being 
acted, grows more ſtrong, 

6. Be well acquainted with Scripture-expreſſi- 
ons; that languege is beſt to be uſed in God's 
ears, which is the language of bis own Spirit. 

7. Lerthere be an order and method in Prayer; 
for confuſedneſs, as it will be irkſome to others, 
with whom you joyn, fo "will bave a great 

rendency 
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rendency to dead and diſcourrge your own 
hearts. : 

Here I ſhall ſpeak to all the parts of Prayer, 
and furniſh you with expre'Jions in reference ro 
every one of them. Seyen parts 1 have men- | 
tioned, 

Compellation of Gad. 

Acknowl:dgment of Sin. | 

Deprecation of Puniſhment. <> 

Petition for Grace and Mercy. 

latercefſjon for Others. 

knprecation againſt Ochers, 

Thankſgiving and Praiſe. 

1. Begin Prayer @ith Compellation, or naming 
of God ;let his Attributes alſo be mentioned. 

Q Lord; thoa art God alone, and there is' 
none beſides Thee. 

[The God of the -ſpirirs of all Fleſh, there is 
nothing -r00. hard. for .Dhee. 

The living God, - the everlaſting King, who 
doſt what thou-wilt in Heaven - above, -and in 
the Earth beneath. | 

The high and lofiy One that inhabiteth'Ecer- 
nity, ao Name is Holy, who dwelleſt-1n rhe 
-bigh-and holy Place ; and yer-with-him-a{fo thar 

13.0f: ant bumble ſpicir,to- revive the ſpirit of the 
Humble, and to revive the heart of the contrice 
Ones. 

The God \in whoſe hand our breath is, and 
whol&are-all our ways. 

'Fhou madett the Earth by thy Power, -and 
haſt eſftabliſh:d the World by thy Wiſdom, and 
ſtretched out the Heavens by thy Diſcretion. 

| Thou 


& 
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Thou art very great, thou art cloathed with _ 
Honour and Majefty.and covereſt thy ſelf with 
Light as with a Garment : Thou only haſt Im- 
mortality,and dwelleſt in the Light chat no Man 
can approach unto, 

To thee belongeth Power,and Glory,and Ma- 

.jeſty 3 for all that is in the Heaven, ard in the 
Earth, is Thine ; thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, 
and thou art exalted as Head aboye all. 

Thou madeſt the Heavens and all their Hoſts, 
the Earth and all things that-are therein, the 
Seas and all that therein is, and thou preſerveſt 
uy all, and the Hoſt of Heaven worſhippeth 
thee. 

Thou arr wiſe in Heart, and mighty in 
Strength, whoever hardned himſelf againſt thee, 


and profpered ?. 
A God glorious in Holineſs,of purer eyes than. 


_ to behold Evil with delight, and canft.nor look 


upon Iniquiry with: avy approbation. 

The Devils tremble before thee, and the An- 
gels cover their faces, and cry our, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the-Lord of Hoſts, ' Heaven and Earth 
ace full of rhe Majeſty of 'thy'Glory, 

Thou:art the Lord God merciful .and graci- 
ous, long-ſafleriag, abundant in loving kindneſs, 
goodneſs,and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, 
forgiving. iniquity, .tranſgrefſion, and fin; 

Thou delighteftinor.in the dearh of Sinners, . 
bur hadit rarher they ſhould turn from their evil 
ways and live. 

The God-and Father of Jeſus Chriſt, and in 
him the Father of all Mercies, the God of all 
Grace and Comforr, A 
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A God ready to forgive, and plenteons in 


ercy unto all that call upon thee; thou heareſt 


Prayers, unto thee ſhall all Fleſh come. 

Thy eye 1s upon them that fear thee,and upon 
ſuch as hope in thy Mercy ; a very preſent kelp 
in time of trouble. 

Thy Mercy is in the Heavens, ard thy Faith- 
falne(s reachetn unto the Clouds. 

As a Father pitieth his Children, fo thou 
pitieſt them thar fear thee. 

Thon wilt not always chide, netther wilt thou 
keep thine anger for ever. 

Thy mercy is from everlaſting to everlaſting 
upon them that fear thee, and thy righteouſneſs 
unto childrens children. 

Thou art the bope of Iſrael, and the Saviour 
of them in the time of trouble, thou keepeſt 
trurh for ever. | 

The Heavens ſhall vaniſh away like Smoak, 
and the Earth ſhall wax old like a Garment ; 
bur rhy Salvation ſhall be for ever,and tby Righ- 
teonſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed. . 

Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneſt 
Iaiquity, and pafſeſt by the Tranſpreſfion of rhe 
Remnant of thine Heritage ; thou wilt nor al- 
way chide, neither wilc rhou keep thirie anger 
for ever, becauſe thou delighteſt in mercy: thou 
wilt turn again, thou wilt have compaſſion up- 
on us, thou wilt ſubdue our iniquities, thon wilr 
caſt all onr fins into the depth of the Sea. 

A God tro whom vengeance belongs, who wilt 
reward them that hate thee, whoſe power, and 
whoſe wrath is againſt all that forſake thee. 


A 
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A jealons God, who canſt nor be deceived, 
who wilt not be mocked. 

Thou wilt eaſe thee of thine Adverſaries, and 
avenge thee on thine Enemies, 

W ho can ſtand before thine indignation? who 
can abide in thy fight when onee thou art angry ? 

Can our hearts endure, or can our hands.be 
ſtrong,” when thou ſhalt deal With us ? Let the 
potſherds ftrive with the poiſherds of tbe Earth; 
wo be to him that contendeth with bis Maker. 

Thou ſearckeſt the bearr, and trieft the reins, 
and baſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. 

There is riot any Creature that is not mani- 
feſt in thy Gght, bur all things are open and 
naked unto the eyes of. that God with whom 
we bave to do. 

Oh. that thou wouldſt bow the Heavens, and 
come down, draw nigh to us While we draw 
vigh to thee. : 

Thou buaibleſt thy ſelf td behold things done 
in Heaven,the Heaven of Heavens is tot able to 
cohtain thee, and yet thou wilt dwell with Men, 

Thou art nigh unto vs in all that we call upon 
thee for : Ler us find favour in thine eyes, ſuffer 
us nar to ſeek thy face in vain, 

Lard bear thy Voice, and ler thine.car be at- 
rentive noto rhe yoice of wy Supptication. ** 

I have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord 
Fehovah,” who'am bur duſt and 'aſſies: whar is 
Man,rhat thon art windful. of hitn |! ! whoſe days 
are as a ſhadow, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, 
arid wherein is he to be ac vted of 2 

op quicken us, , that, we way call vþoh' thy 

"rare, 
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heme, and bave a gracious regard unto us, tho' 
we are prodigal Children,uoprofitable Servants, 
of polluted lips and hearts uncircumciſed. 

2. Confeſſion of Sin 1s to follow, by which God 
8s hononred, our ſelves bumbled and abaſed, Ori- 
ginal Corruption is thus to be acknowledged ; 

What is Man, tbat he ſhould be clean, or he 
that is born of a Woman, that he ſhould be 
righteous ? thou mighteſt abhor the ſight of us, 
and we have infinite reaſon to loath and abbor 
our ſelves, 


Thou madeft Man upright,but he hath ſought 


out many invent1ons, | 
We were at firſt planted a noble Vine,a right 
ſeed ; but now our fruit is evil, the root bitcer, 
our grapes are grapes of Sodom, and cluſters of 
Gomorrah. LSD 
Our firſt Parents were created in thine Image, 
which doesconfiſt in Righteouſneſyand ine Ho- 


linc{s,bur they were beguiled by the Serpent,and- 


forſook the Lord, and we being in their loyne, 
finned in them, and fell with them in their firſt 
Tranigrefiion. | ry 
Behold 1 am ſhapen in iniquity,and in ſin did 
my Mather conceive me: We are born the.Chil- 
dren of Wrath, the Sons of Death, rhe Heirs of 
Hell.; and are dead to treſpaſſes and fins. 
There.is a.law in our members that wars a- 
gaiaſt the law in our minds,and is quite contra» 
ry unto the law of God: And whenſoever we. 
would or-ſhould do.good.evil is preſent with us. 
. Our carnal minds are enmity againſt God, 
they are not ſubject to the law of God, neither 
indecd can they be. We 


, 
a "I ns 1 HO AAA A OF OE Eee ” 


The Gift of Prayer. 135 

We are wile ro do evil, but to do good we 
have no knowledge ; the blindneſs that is in our 
minds does alicnate us from the Life of God, 

Our Cenſciences are {leepy and unfaitbful : 
Where is their tenderneſs and authority? they 
ſeldom check us; and if they do, ſuch is our 
eagernels to fin, we do not mind, but difobey 
them. | 

Our hearts are the worſt part in us, they are 
deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, who can know them ? 

As a Fountain ſendeth forth water, fo our 
Hearts without intermillion are caſting forth 
their wickedneſs ; from hence proceed thoſe 
evils that defile the Man, 

Our hearts are diſobedient, and unto any 
gooa work reprobate; Mercies do not melt 
them, Judgments do not break them; and oh, 
how little have all the means of Grace mended 
them ? | 

There is ſo much of pride,of atheiſm, infideli- 
ty, impurity, earthlineſs, barred of the Lord and 
Holineſs, fttabbornneſs, obſtihacy by Nature in 
out hearts, that we are not able ro mention or 
conceive the thouſandthb part of it. 

Oh, what cauſe have we to be earneſt for that 
new heart, and that new ſpirir, which is pro- 
miſed in thy new Covenant! 

We are all as an vnclean thing, and all our 
righteouſneſſes are bat filthy raggs, the corrup- 
tion of our natures defiles ont very beſt Duties: 
Satan is not to be blamed ſo much for rempring, 
as our hearts for yieiding to OT 
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The beſt of us ave as finful natures as the 
worſt of Men. 

Adual Sin is to be confeſſed after this manner : 

Who can tell bow oft be bas offended ? who 
can underſtand his errors? O Lord, [am aſha- 
med, and bluſh ro lift up my face unto thee, for 
my iniquities are increaſed over my head, and 
my treipaſs is grown up unto the beavens. 

- Who can number the Stars of the Sky, the 
Sand of tbe Sea, or the Days of Eternity, or 
reckon up bis Gos in order before thee 

- I was an early Sinner, a Tranſgrefſfor from 
the, womb, and. have not left off ſinning to this 
x Very day. 

| have broken thy Laws, tho' they are fo 
| holy, . juſt, and good. 

; 1 bave counted the yoak heavy,tho' thy Com- 
mandments are ſo far from be eing grievous, that 
they are more to be defired thantbe fineſt Gold, 
and ſweeter than the Hony and the Hony-comb. 

How far baveiþ been from loving the Lord 

| with all my heart, with all my ſoul, with all my 
mind, with all my ſtrength ! Nay, inftead of 
this, I have been a:hater of God ; and ſecretly 

wiſhed there were no God to puniſh Gn, that I 
might have finned with,greater freedom ; I bave 
| oe a lover of - pleaſure more than a lover of 

od, 

Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Heavens, at this, for I 
have committed two great evils; I bave for- 
ſaken tbe Fountain of living Waters, and bave 
hewen. out unto my ſelf Ciſterns, broken Ci- 
Break that can hold no Water. 


I bave = 
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'T have not worſhipped thee in Spirit and in 
Truth; without fear of. thy Jealouſie I bave 
mocked thee ro thy face, | 

I have been a meer Idolater,. for I have ido- 
lized the World, and the things of the Wortd, 
which are vanity, and have forgotten the All- 
ſufficient God, days without number, 

I have taken thy Name in vain,and profaned 
thy Sabbaths, which thou baſt ſo ſtrictly com- 
manded I ſhould remember to keep boly. 

{ have wofully failed in my Duty tro my 
Neighbour, though I ought and was bound 10 
love him as my ſelf. % 

I bave ſinned againſt the Goſpel it ſelf, though 
it: contain the beſt ridings that eyer were 
brought uno the Sons of ' Men. 

How ſhall I eſcape, who have negleted fo 
great Salvation ® | 
| 1 have out-done the yery Devits themſelves, 
they neyer rejected Mercy, for 'twas never 
offered to them; they never refuſed a Saviour, 
for no Saviour was ever ſent to vicit and re- 
cover them, - 

Lord, I have not believed as IT onght the re- 
port of the Goſpel, theugh ir be (o faithful, and 
worthy of all accepration. 

How long have 1 lived without Chriſt, with- 
out Hope, and without God in the World. 

. Thou baſt onr-bid all others,and Unger 
infinitely better. things rhan ghe WotU cans 
thou haft offered pardon, grace, nay, g!ory, 
bonour, and immortality, and yet the offer 
has been deſpiſed, : | 
"9471S 88 G  , Thave 
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I have been apt to count the Goſpel fooliſh- 
neſs; tho” it be the wiſdom of God, and a my- 
ſtery which the Angels admire, and defire to 
look into. 

I bave not hearkened to the voice of the great 
Propher, I have not reverenced thy Son, who has 
ſpoken ro me ; and therefore deferye to be cut 
off from among thy people. : 

Thy Son is a merciful -and fairbful High- 
Prief} in things perraining ro God, to make re- 
conciliation for the fins of the People ; he has 
called npon me to come to bim for reft, but I 
would not come, that I might have life. - 

His righteouſneſs is a perfect and@' everlaſting 
righteouſnels, yet I bave gone about to eſtabliſh 
my own righteouſneſs, and bave not ſubmiired 
'my ſelf to the righreonſneſs of God. 

I bave placed a carnal confidenee in my owh 
ftrengrh, tho' it be bur meer weakneſs; and re- 
lied upon my Duties, tho' God might damn me 
for the beſt of them, if be ſhould be extrem ro 
mark what is amifs in them. Fs, 

The Lord Jeſus is incomparably rhe beſt Ma- 
ſter, but I have refuſed to obey ; I bave called 
him, Lord, Lord, but have nor done the things 
that be ſays. E PE? 

I have refnſed to take bis Yoak upon me, 
though his Yoak be ancafie Yoak, and bis Bur- 
then ſg@igbr a Parthen ; his ſervice I bave nor 
tp th *rifpetfect freedom,7] have broke bis 
bands aſunder,and cift away bis cords fromme: 

I deſerve: to'bt dafſh'd in pieces by his Iron 
rod, who refuſed to ſubmit unto the Scepter of 
kis Ward. - I have 
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I have been called to repenr, and encouraged 
therennto, bur have remained impenitent ; I 
have made my heart like an Adamaar ſtone, 
and refuſed to be aſhamed, 

Sin was the cauſe of Chriſt's ufferings, it 
makes the whole Creation groan; *cis that which 
bas murthered millions of Souls : 'ris the cauſe 
of all the horror and deſpair, and ſorrows and 
trormenr, which the damned undergo, and yer 
bow light a matrer have I eſteemed it! Ab! 
fool that I have been, ro make a mock of fin, 
and connt ira paſtime to do wickedly. 

My fins, O Lord, are highly aggravated. 

Light is come into the World, 'but I have 
loved darkneſs more than lighr, 'becarſe my 
deeds are evil, - F 

Tby will has beea plainly rold me,and 1 have 
known my duty and yet bave done the contraty, 
and deſerve to be beaten with many ftripes. 

I have bad experience of the;riches of thy 
goodneſs and forbearance, and -fongolaffering, 
and yer all has not led me to repentance, © 

When fair means prevaited not, thou haſt 
tryed .foul: Bur tho! thou haſt ſmitten me; 1 
bave not grieved 3 thoa haft even conſumed 
me, bur I have refuſed to receive correction : 
] have made my face barder than a rock, and 
bave refuſed to return, 

The Spirit bas triven with me,bnt like a ſtiff- 


necked wretch, I have reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, 


thou mighteſt juſtly reſolve be ſhould ftrive oo 
more with me. 

We judge,O idnad condemn our ſelves in 
thy preſence, G 2 Thou 
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Thou really and truly hbareſt fin ja us as well 
as others: Thou ſparedſt nor the Apgels thar 


| - finned againſt thee: Thou ſparedft not the old 


World, but didft bring the Flood upon them : 
Thou didft turn the Cities of Sodorn and Go- 
morrah to aſhes: Nay, thy Son himſelf was nor 
ſpared, when fin was laid to his charge: O 
what a wonder of mercy 1s it, that we are 
ſpared to this day ! 

We deſervetbe foreſt of remporal Judgments. 

Thou mighteſt appoint over us Terror, Con- 
ſomprion, and the burning Ague ; we have de- 
ſerved ſore Sickneſlſes, and of long continuance, 


-and ro fall by tbe arrow of the deadly Peftilence. - 


Thon mighteft make the Heaven as Irob, and 
the Earth as Braſs, and curſe the Land, that ir 
thall not yield her increaſe, and break the ſtaff 
of Bread, whereby our lives are ſaftained. 

Thou mighteſt bring the Sword that ſhould 
avenge the quarrel of tby broken Covenant, 
and cauſe ttm that hate us to rule over us, 

We bave deſerved ſpiritual Judgments, that 
the golden Candleftick ſhould be removed ont of 
its place, that the Light of the Goſpel ſhould be 
put out in Obſcurity, and that the Sun of Righ- 

zcouſne(s ſhould go down art noon-day. 

Thou mighteſt curſe ſuch barren Trees as 
we have been, and ſay, Never Fruit grow on 
you more. 

Thou mighteſt give us up to our own hearts 
lofts, 8nd ſay, Becauſe I would bave purged 

thee, and thou waſt not purged, therefore thou 
' ſhalt not be purged any more, until I cauſe my 
tary to reſt upon thee, The 
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The very vengeance of eternal Fire is notnore | 
than our due: We have deſerved Hell, and one 
of the hotre{t places there. For Tyre and Sidon, 
Sodom and Gomorrah, had they heard whar' we 
have heard, had they enjoyed what we have en- 
joyed, would have repenicd long zgo in ſack- 
ciorh and aſhes, 

3. A third Parr of Prayer is, Deprecation of 
Puniſhment. It highly concerns us to pray agariiſt 
the Evils that we fear,and have morited by our ſins, 

Lord, enter not into [ndgment with thy Ser- 
vant, for in thy fight ſhall no Man living be 
jattified, 

If thou Lord ſhauldt wark Iniquity O Lord, 
who ſhould land 2 bur there is forgiveneſs with 
thee, and plenteousRedemprion, that thou maiſt 
be feared. 

Ler not thy anger waz hot, let not thy jea* 
toufie ſmoak againſt us, 

We lie ar thy foot, and lay dawn our wea- 
pons, and cry out for mercy. 

The returning Prodigal was embraced by his 


 - Pather; be rejoyced, ſaying, This my Son was 


dead, and is alive again; be was loſt, and is 
found. O let the arms of thy Love, O Lord, 
be open to embrace us, though we are not wor- 
tby to be called thy Children, 

We pray 2gainſt outward Calamities ; and 
if theſe are broughr upon us, let them be ſantti- 
fied, and then they may be reckoned among our 
choiceft Mercies, 

| Bur eſpecially we depreciate ſpiritaal Judg- 
ments, [Do not puniſh fio with fin. ;. do not ſay, 
2 G 3 Ler 
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 Ler bim that is filthy, be filthy till ; Tet bim thar 
1s unjaſt, be unjuſt ſtill 3 Ephraim is jeyned to 
{tols, let him alone, 

Do not give us up to blindneſs of Mind, to 
bardneſs of Heart, ro a reprobate Sence, ro 
ftrorg Deluhons, ro vile Aﬀ4ections. Do nor 
{wear in thy wrath that we ſhall never enter 
in0 thy reſt, y 

O Lord leave ns not, for wo anto us when 
thou ſhalt depart from us. 

Do nor abhor vs, O God, for as thy loving 
kindnelis 15 berter than lite, fo thy diſpleaſure 18 
more bitter than death it ſelf, 

Oh deliver from future wrath, which is 
moit of all wnolerable, 

How ſhall we dwell with devouring fire, 
bow ſhall we be able to inhabit everlaſting 
burnings ? 

How thall we be able to. ftahd before the 
Lord, when be ſhall be revealed with his mighty 


Angels ia flaming fire, taking vengeance on 


them that know not God, and diſobey the Ge 

ſpel; who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
deftruction from che preſence of che Lord, and: 
trom the glory of bis power. 

Ob Lord, grant that we may find mercy of 
thee in that great Day approaching, when the 
Wicked ſhall be rurned into Hell, and all the 
Nations thar forger God. 

Thou that haſt the keys of Hell, and of 
Death ; oh, unſting Death, and ſuffer me nor 
ro fall down into that Lake which burns with 
fre and, brimſtone, 

Let 
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Ler me never feel the gnawings of that Worm 
that dies not, nor be tormented in that Flame that 
never (hall be quenched, : 
 Obe not angry, if I am importunate to have rhy 
anger removed; an eternity of mifery 1$ attoniſh- 
ing: O ſave me from everiaſting Damnation. 
4. A fourth Parc of Prayer 1s, Petition for Grace 


and Mercy. 


Remember, O Lord, thy render mercics, and thy 
loving-kindoeſſes, for they have been ever cf old. 

Have mercy upon me, O G24, according to tity 
Þ»ving-kindne(s, and according to the multirude 
of thy tender mercles, blor our my trafigrefiions:; 
Waſk me thorowiy from my Iatquities, and cleanſe 
me” from my Sins: Take away all our Iniquities, 
and receive us gracioully ; hea! our back-(lidings, 
and love us freely, and let thy anger be. turned 
away from us: Though we have made thee to 


ſerve. with our fins, and. wearied thee with our 


iniquiries, yet according to the. word that tau 
haſt ſpoken, blor out our Tranſgrefſions* for thy 


own ſake, and reniember our fins no more. 


- For hy Name, O Lord, pardon; my Inlquity, 
for it is great. 

O Lord, behold the Lamb of God that takes 
away the f11s of the World. - | 
All we, like ſheep, have gone aſtray, we have 
rurned eyery one t@ his own way ; but thou haſt 
laid on him the lniquicies of us all. 

He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions ; he was 
broiſed for our Ioiquities 5 the chaſtiſement of our 
Peace was laid upon him ; O-that by his ſtripes. 
we may be healed. 

He poured our his ſoul unto the Death, and 
made incercefſion far the Tranſgreſſogg, © let 
Tranſgreſſors be. received into favour. _ 
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ſuftifte us freely by thy grace through the re- 
demption of Jeſus Chrift, whom thou haſt ſenr forth 
tw he 4 Propiciation chrough Falrh in his Biood. 

Our Sin has abounded, let chy Grace much more 
abound. 

Brg for Adoption. 

Oh that chou woutaſt become a God ſn Cove- 
nant with us, and a Reconciled Father to us, and 
fer us be the Sons and Daughters of the Lord Al- 
miphry, 

Ler us he no more Strangers and Foreigners, but 
Fellow: Cirizeus with the Saints, of the Houtſhold 
of God. | 

Send forth rhe Spirir of thy Son into our hearrs 
crying, Avba, Father. | 

Dcliver us from fear and bondage, and fea} us 
up unro tke Day of Redemprion; Say unto us, 
$&vls, 1 am your Salvation. 

There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew us any 
- good? Lord, life thou up thy countenance vpon 
us 


' Make me to hear joy and pladneſs, thar the 
bones which thou haſt broken may rejoyce : Sa- 
tisfic us early with thy mercy. 

Ler thy Spirir bear witnef(s with ove ſpirits, that 
we .are thy Children, and not only Children, bur 
Heirs, Heirs of God, Joync-heirs with Chrift unto 
the Inhericance that 'is undefiled, and will never 
fade away, reſerved in Heaven for us. 

Fred that Repentance unto Life may be granted. 


Oh take away the heart of ſtone, and give an 
heart of ficſh; Ler thy poodaeſs lead us ro Re- 
pevrance. 

Let us not only have fpace, but alſo grace to 
repenr-of the eviis of our ways and doings : Cauſe 
us to remember them, fo as to loath our (clves, 
and turn to thee. 


Turn 
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Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and fo ſhall we 
be turned ; draw us, and we ſhall run after thee. 

Renew us in the ſpirit of our minds, and help 
us to put on that new Man, which after God 1s 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 

Make our heerts juſt, after thy own heart, and 
ſet them be faclined ro keep thy Teſtimonies. 

Put thy Laws Into our minds, and write them 
in our hearts, and be to us a God, and make us a 
willing People in the day of thy power. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, ard renew 
a rizht ſpirit within ms. 

Pray for Faith. 

Faith is the Gifr of God ; O let us obtain pre- 
cious Faith from thee, which is much more to be 
yalucd than Gold that periſhes. 

Strengthen my affent unto every word that tho 1 
haſt ſpoken, that I may as firmly believe every 
threatning, every promiſe, every part of thy re- 
vealed will, as I believe when the Sug frs, 'twil 
riſe apaln the next mornl'p., 

Ler me tremble at thy threatning, and por dare 
to venture upon any thing theu hareſt, 

Ler my heart ſtand tm awe of thy Word, and 
tet jt 0e my conſtant enquiry, 

Lord, what ſhouldft thou have me to do ? 

Open, my heart, to give entertainment {G ime 
Lord of Life and Glory, 

Oh char I may look unto Jeſus, as the Ifrae ftes 
flung in the Wilderneſs, did unto the brizen Scr-- 
p<n', and looking, miy be healed and (ved, 

Lot me hear, aid be taught of the Father, 419 
come r9 Chriſt, and receive him to be a Prince 
and Saviour to Mme. 

_ © thar Chrift may b» truly preciovs rome, Har 

F may count all thiaps bat lofs er 1 mary win 
the Lord Jeſus, H.lp me to va'us he cx coding, 
5 TICHCS 
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riches of' thy Grace in thy kindneſs, through 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


Be tarneſt for Love, and other Grases of the Spirit. 


Let my Faith work by love, and love conſtrain 
me to Jive unto thee. 

Give me an heart to know thee more, ard cir- 
cumeciſe my heart to love thee above al}. 

Whom have I in Heaven but thee? and there 
Is none on Earth that I deſire befides thee, 


Let notmy heart run a whoring from thee, thou. 


art infinitely worthy of my ſtrongeſt love. 


That I may love: thee, let me know I am be- 


loved of thee: . 
Unite my heart to fear thy Name ; © that I may 
ſet thee always before me, and have an awful ſenſe 


of thy power, and preſence, and holineſs, and. 


goodreſs upon my heart ? 
Never turn away from me, © Lord, to do me 


good, and. put thy fear Into my hearr, that I may. 


uot depart from thee, 

Fire my heart with zeal for thy glory, let me 
Rand up for God in the midſt of a crooked and 
perverſe Generation, kt me never live eſther to be 
i ſhame to the Goſpe), or aſhamed of the Goſpe]. 

Deliver me from luke-warmneſs in Religion, ler 
me take heed of being neither hor nor cold, le{t 
I/provoke thee to-ſpew me out of thy mouth. 


Make and keep me good, even. in bad times, and. 


becauſe others diſhonour thee without fear, ler me 
be the more careful to do that which pleaſes rhee. 


Thou- didſt preſerve Lot in Sodem, Noah in. 


the old World, the Saints thac' were in Neves 
Houſhold. O help me to keep my (elf unſported 
ſrom the Wold, and.lec me chule rather to go to 
Heaven with a few, than to go. the broad Way 
that leads.co Deſiruttion, with the greateſt multi» 
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Let my heart be found in thy ſtatutes, that T be. 
not aſhamed. 

Lord make me ſincere, and keep me fincere, . 
and withour offence uncil the day of Jeſus Chritt. 

Let me be. upright before thee, and keep my 
ſelf. from mine Tniquity. RTE 

Oh nelp me to lay aſide every weight, and the 
fio that does fo eaſily beſer me. . 

Let this be our rejoycing, even the Teſtimony 
of our Conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, bur by the grace 
of God, we have had our Converſation in the 
World. 

In al! Eſtzres, let us learn therewich to he con- 
rented : Let us confider that Godiineſs with con» - 
tearment, Is great gain. 

Oh that we may know how to want, and how 
ro abound ; how to be ſick, and how to be well ;. 
how to live, and how to die: Let us he able to 
do and {uffer all things through Chriſt {trengihen=» 
ing of us. 

Let our Converfations he as becomes rhe Go-. 
ſpel ; help us to follow thee 2s dear Chiidren, © + 


| live as the Redeemed of the Lord, aid co glorifie - 


thee in our Bodies, and. in our Spirits : Fur we 
are not our own, but are bought wir'z a Price, 
We profeſs Chriſt, let us depart frora-iniquiy , 
and walk even as he walked : Not contenting our 
ſe'ves with the for;n of Gaditnels, withour rhe 
power of Godlineſs, | 
Let us no! profeſs to know Thee, and tn Works + 
deny thee ; bur make us zealous of good Works, 
conſidering'we 2ec created unto good Works, which + 
God i:as before ordained, chat we ſhould waik in 
them. | | | 
Help us to do juflfy, and \s \ave mercy, and 40-- 
walk humbly with God, 


Cienge, | 
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| Cleanſe us from all filrhineſs, both of the Fleſh 
and Spirit, and help us to perfe& Holineſs in thy 
fear. 

Make us confciencious in all our Relations 3 and 
let jr be our continual Exerciſe, to keep a Con- 

- Fcience void of offence towards God, and towards 
Man. 

Arm vs againſt the evil Day ; let us rever faint 
In Adverſiry, nor be diſcouraged from following 
God by Perſecution. 

Lec Chriſt and Truth be dearer to us than our 
very lives, and let ,us count jt both wiſdom and 
our incereſt, to throw all our outward enjoyments 
over-board, rather than make ſhipwrack of Faith 
and a good Conſcience. 

Petitions in veference to the Word. 

*O ler thy Word b: a lighr unco my feet, and a 
lamp unto my path : When I go, let it lead me, 
when I flcep, let it keep me, when 1 awake, Ict 
It talk with me. 

Giye me the ſceing Eye, the hearing Ear, the 
underſtanding Heart; Make thy Word like Fire, 
and like a Hammer that breaketh rhe Rock in. 
picces. 

Oh let thy Word be powerfol to kill fin, and to 
conver; the Soul unto thee. 

Give the Preacher the Tongue of the Learned, 
and fer him divide che Word arighr, and ler the 
pleaſure of the Lord proſper in his hand. 

Let Sinners be ftartled and converted, and let 
$2inrs be edified and comforted, and built up by 
the Word of thy Grace. 

Lec thy Spirit accompany Propheſying, that dead. 
Bones may live, and they who have life, may have 
}: more and more abundantly, 

Make us Doers 2f the Word, and not Rcarcrs 
only, deceiving out feives. 
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Petitions in reference to the Sacrament. 

We were given up to Thee when baptized in 
thy Name: Oh break our Hearts for cur Unfruic- 
fulneſs, and help us now to be ftedfaſt In thy Co- 
venant. 

We have been baptized with Water oh that 
we may be waſhed, and ſanified, and juſitfied 
in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
of our God. TE 

Let .the Ordinance of the Supper be carneſily 
deſired ; let not thy Fable be contemptible. 

Oh chat we may prize that Bread of God that 
comes down from Heaven, and gives life unto the 
Werld; let us nor labour for the mear that periſheth. 

Wherefore ſhould we ſpend our Money for that 
which is nor Bread, and our !abour far thac which 
cannor ſartisfie ? 5 

Ler us look unto Chrift whom we have pierced, 
and mourn ; Let us eternally fall] out with Sin, bes» 
holding it beſmeared with the Blood of Jeſus. 

Help us ro believe that Chriſt was made Sin, and 
bare the Curſe that was due to us; and ro corclude 
that the Lord Jeſus is as really given to us, as the 
outward Elements. : 

Make us eager to receive whole Chriſt, and all 
his Benefirs, and ro give up our ſelves wholly and 
immediately to him. 

O thou God of all Grace, make vs perfett, eſta- 
blſh, ſtrengrhen, (crtle us, and cavſe us to cleave 
unto the Lord with full purpoſe of liearr, 

Ler Sabbarhs be prize and improved; Jer's re- 
jovce when they come, for then we have opporru- 
Itlity to ener thy Sanuary,ard approach thy Table. 

Petitions for Perſeverance. 

Uphoid me with thy free Spirtt ; Hold thou me 
up. and | ſhall be ſafe, ſo ſhail | have reſpe& unto 
thy Prccepis courinually, 


Thou 
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Thou art the Author,be the Finiſher of my Faith : 
Fulfil all tne good pleaſure of thy goodneſs, and 
the work of Faith with power. 
Thou glveſt power to the Faint,and to them thar 


have no might thou Increaſeſt ſtrength: Oftrengrhen- 


me witch firength In my Sou], that I may run and 
not be weary, that I may walk and nor faint. 

Preſerve me byahy mighty power through Fajth 
unto Salvation. 


Let us ct be of them who draw back unto Per- 


dition, but of them that believe unto the ſaving 
of the Soul. 

O Lord, who art of power to eſtabliſh us, keep 
us from falling, and preſerve us faultleſs before the 
- Preſence of thy Glory, with exceeding joy. 

Petitions for Temporal Mercies, 

Give us this day cur daily Bread : Give me 
neither Poverty nor Riches; feed me with Food 
convenient for me. 

Ler not our Table be a Snare, and that. which 
ſhould have been for our Welfare, let it not be- 
come a Trap unto us. 

O that rhou wouldeſt bleſs me Indeed, and. en» 


large my Court, and that thy Hand raay be with. 


me, and that thou wouldeſt keep me from evil, 
that ir may not grieve me. 


Make me in all my ways to acknowledge thee, . 


and do thou dir-& my Paths. 

*Tis in vain to rife up carly, to fit up late, ard 
eat the Bread of Sorrows; 

Thy bleſſing, O- Lard, maketh rich, and thou 
2ddeſt no forrow with It. 

Be a Sun to enlighten, a Shield ro d:ſcad me, 
and no good thing with-hold from ine. 

Make thy light ro ſhine upon my Tabernacle.and 
ſer an Hedpe abour me, and cauſe the work of 
my hand: 40. proſper;. and ler me have az hear 
[Q 
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to honour thee with the ſubſtance thou haſt given 
me, and to make a friend of the Mammon of- 
Unrighteon(ne(s. 

Watch over me perpetvally, and thas none may 
hurt me, O Lord keep me night and oy. 

Preſerve my going our, and my coming in, lead 
me not into temptation, but deliver me from. 
evil, and eſpecially from fin, which is of all the 
greateſt. 

| Petitions in yeference to Death. 

Oh that we were wiſe to conſider our Jatter end : 
Teach us (ſo to number cur days, that we may ap- 
ply our hearts unto wiſdom. 

All the days of our appointed time let us wait til 
our change comes : let us die daily to fin, and to 
the World, and live to God through Chritt Jeſus. 

Help us to make ſure work for Erernity, living 
the life of the Righteous, that we may alſo die 
tne death of the Righteous. 

O that we might paſs the time of our ſojourning 
here in fear, and as Stravgers and Pilgrims abſtain 
from fleſhly lufls, which war againſt our ſouls. 

Whar Is our life? 'ris even a vapour which 
appeareth for a. little time, and then vaniſherh 
2way ; let us not defer our believing and repen- 
rance,. bur while *ris called ro day, hear thy voice,. 
and not harden our hearts any longer. 
| Ler death be ours as well as Hfe,and ler the ſting 
of Death be taken out before we feel it. Deliver 
us fromthe fear of Death, and ſuffer- us nor all cur 
Iife-rime to be ſu3jeRed unto bondage. 

Pur us In: mind of our grear account, for ſhortly --. 
we muſt.be no longer Stewards. 

Let us a& as thoſe that believe God will bring- 
every work into.judgmenr,with every ſecret thing ; 
whether it he good, or whether jr be evil. 

Here we have no. continuing. City, therefore Tet 

us. 
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us mind that Ciry that hath Foundations, whoſe 
Bui'der and Maker is God. : 
Ler our Keart and Treaſure be above, let our 
loyns be girded as thoſe that are watching and 
waiting for our Lord's appearing. 
Let the prize of the high calling be in our eye, 


that we may preſs towards the mark, and more and - 


more abound in the work of the Lord. 

Let us groan to be cloathed upon with our Houſe 
which is from Kearen ; deſiring nothing more than 
to be abſent from the Body, and preſent with the 


Lord : And labour exceedingly, that whether pre- 


ſent or abſenr, we may be accepted of him. 

5. The fiſth Part of Prayer #, Interceſſion ſor 
othirs. The Church us to be proyed for. 

Save thy People, bleſs thine Inheritance, rule 
them alſo, and lift tem up for ever. Bea Wall 
of Fire round about Mount £10, thac it may ſtand 
faſt continually. 

Preſerve that iitrle Flock unto whom thou haſt 
promiſed ro give the Kingdom. 

Let thy delight be in Jeruſalem, grave her on 
the palms of thy Hands, let her Walls be conti- 
vua!ly before thee, Ict her Bullders make haſte, and 
cauſe her Deſtroyers ro depart from her. 

Why doth rhine anger ſmoke againſt the Shcep 
of thy Paſture ? look down from Heaven, the habj- 
rarion of thy Holineſs, and of thy G'ory : Where 
is thy zeal,and thy firength,and the yearning of thy 
bowels, and of thy m«1-ies ? are ihey reſtrained ? 

Awake, awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the 
Lord; awake as 12 the ancienc days, 1h ihe gee 
ncrarions of o'd. Art not tho he that hajt bro» 
ken Rahab, and wounded the. D:agan 2? Shew thy 


marvellous lovinp-kindoeſs, O thou thar ſiveft 7 


thy righe hard, thoſe that put their eryſt In _rheo, 
tao them that riſe vp 2gain!t them, 


Li rice 
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Unite thy Perple together, let them not bire 
2nd devour one another, bue cndeavour by all 
lowlineſs, and meekneſs, long-(uffering, and for- 
bearing one another jn love, .to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 

Let Truth ſhine forth, and Miſtakes be diſco» 
vercd z Of ler. the light of the Moon be as the 
light of the Sun, and the light of the Sun feven- 
fold as the light of ſeven days; and ar laſt bind 
ap the breach of thy People, and hea! the firoke 
of cheir wound, | ; 

Bring home Jews .and Gentffes that belong to 
the Ele&ion of thy Grace, ; 

Make thy way known upon Earth, and thy ſa- 
ving health among all Nations 

Raiſe up the Tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen, and cloſe up the breaches thereof, and be 
gracious to the Remnant of Foſeph, and let the 
Kirgdoms of the World become the Kingdoms of 
the Lord, and of his Chrift.. 

Bring in thoſe Sheep thar are not yet of thy 
Fold, and cauſe them to 'hear tbe voice of tie 
great Shepherd. 

As the Mountains are round about Ferujalem, fo 
be thou round about thy Peopie from henceforth 
ant for ever. Ard /er not the Gates of Hell ever 
be able to prevail agaioft them. | 

Petitions for the Nation in which we (ive. 

Ler Truth and Peace be jn Enzland, Scotland” 
and Ireland. Let the Goſpel be contirued, and 
be made effc&ual ro the turning many unto righ- 


' teouſneſs. Let Souls flie as a Cloud to the Lord 


Jeſus, and as Doves to the Winiows. 

Ler Judgments be all ſanified, let not Sword, 
and Plague, and Fire, be all in vain; bur ch let our 
uncircumciſed hearts be humbled, and help us tro 


accept of the puniſhment of our Iofquitics, and ro 


turn 
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152 The Gift of Prayer. 
us mind that City that hath Foundations, whoſe 
Bui'der and Maker is God. 
Ler our Heart and Treaſure be above, Jet our 
loyns be girded as thoſe that are watching and 
waiting for our Lord's g_ 
Let the'prize of the high calling be in our eye, 


that we may preſs towards the mark, and more and 


more abound in the work of the Lord. 

Let us groan to be cloathed upon with our Houſe 
which is from Heaven ; deſiring nothing more than 
to be abſent from the Body, and preſent with the 


Lord : And labour exceedingly, that whether pre= 


ſent or abſenr, we may be accepted of him. 

5. The fiſth Part of Prayer #, Interceſſion ſor 
othirs. The Church us to be proyed for. 

Save thy People, bleſs thine Inheritance, rule 
them alſo, and lift them up for ever. Bea Wall 
of Fire round abour Mount £10, thac it may ſtand 
faſt continually. 

Preſerve that little Flock unto whom thou haſt 
promiſcd ro give the Kingdom. 

Let thy delight be in Feruſa/em, grave her on 
the palms of thy Hands, let her Walls be cont- 
vually before thee, Ict her Bullders make haſte, aud 
cauſe her Defiroyers ro depart from her. 

Why doth rhine anger ſmoke againſt the Sheep 
of thy Paſture ? look down from Heaven, the habj- 
rarion of thy Holineſs, and of thy G ory ; Where 
ts thy zeal.and thy firength,and the yearning of thy 
bowels, and of thy m«tcies ? are ihiey reſtrained ? 

Awake, awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the 
Lord; awake as 12 th: ancterc days, 1h ihe gee 
ncrarions of o'd. Art nor tho he that hajt bro- 
ken Rahab, and wounded the. D:agan? Shew thy 
marvellous lovinp-Kindoeſs, O thou thar fivefit 17 
thy righe hard, thoſe that put their reyſt In _rheo, 
tiom them that riſe vp 2gain?t tizem, 


U:ie 
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Unite thy Perple rogether, let them not bire 
and devour one another, but endeavour by all 
lowlineſs, and meekneſs, long-ſuffering, and for- 
_—_ one another in love, .to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 

Let Truth ſhine forth, and Miſtakes be diſco» 
vercd ; Oh ler the light of the Moon be as the 
light of the Sun, and the light of the Sun feven- 
fold as the light of ſeven days; and ar lift bind 
ap the breach of thy People, and heal the fſiroke 
of their wound, | ; 

Bring home Jews and Gentfes that belong to 
the Ele&ion of thy Grace, | 

Make thy way known upon Earth, and thy (@- 
ving health among all Nations 

Raiſe up the Tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen, av4 cloſe up the breaches thereof, and be 
gracious to the Remnant of Foſeph, and let the 
Kirgdoms of the World become the Kingdoms of 
the Lord, and of his Chrift.. 

Bring 1n thoſe Sheep that are not yet of thy 
Fold, and cauſe them to (hear tbe voice of tie 
great Shepherd. 

As the Mountains are round about Feru/alem, fo 
be thou round about thy Peopie from henceforth 
ant for ever. Ard )et nor the Gates of Hell ever 
be able to prevail againſt them. | 

' Petitions for the Nation in which we live. 

Ler Truth and Peace be jn Eneland, Scotland” 
and Ireland. Let the Goſpel be conrirued, and 
be made effc&ual ro the turning many unto righ- 


| - reouſneſs. Let Souls flie as a Cloud to the Lord 


Jeſus, and as Doves to the Winiows. 
Ler Judgments be all ſanRified, let not Sword, 
and Plague, and Fire, be all in vain; bur ch let our 
uncircumciſed hearts be humbled, and help us ro 
accept of the puniſhment of our Infquitics, and ro 
curu 
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turn unto him that has been (miring us; that thou 
mayeſt ſend abundant plenty and proſperity. 

Let the King and our Rulers be blefled, and fa- 
your Religion, and thy People 5 and under them 
let us live quier and peaccadle lives in all godtinefs 
and honeſty. 

Petitions for Relations,and thoſe that art afflidtd. 

Oh rhar our Erethren, and Kindred according 
to the Fleſh, may have an intcreft in that love. 
which thou_beareſt to chy People. 

"Tis terrible to think of Children, or Youk- 
fe!lows, or Brethren, their miſcarrying to Eter- 
nity, Oh therefore give grace where there is 
none, 2nd work more and more, where thou haſt 
already jn ſome degree wrought tt. 

Sanctifie outward affliction to- all that are ' ex- 
erciſed thereby : let them know thou chaſtiſeſt 
them becauſe thou loveſt them, and ler it be-rheir 
principal , deſire, to. be-tnade Partaker of thy Ho- 
lineſs, Let them caſt-all cheir burthens upon thee, 
and do thou: ſuſtain them. 

' Ler the farherleſs fiod mercy with thee,and make 
the widdows hearr to ſing for joy, becauſe their 
Maker is their Husband, the Lord of ' Heſt 15 his 

Name. | 

Bind up the broken in heart,and heal the wounds 
which ſin has made. Do nor contend for ever, pei- 
ther be always wroth,leſt the Spirit fajl before thee, 

Succour them that are rempted, and {hortey the | 
Chain of the evil One. 

Shine into the $1uls of them that refuſe-to be ; 


comforted, that (ic in darkneſs, and (ee no light, Þ 
and are ready to (ay, Will che Lord caſt off for * 
ever? and will he be favourable no more ? 

Many are the affii ions of thy People, O Lord, 
deliver them our of them all : Suffer none to be 
tempted above. what they are able. 


Pttitaons : 


bs; 
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Petitions for them to uſe who are wounded in _ 
*hety Spirits. \ 

How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord; for 
ever? Oh do not ſtill hide away thy face from 
me. Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon 


. me, for I am deſolate and affligted ; the Troubles 


of my heart are enlarged 3 © brivg thou me our 
of wy diftreſſes. ; 

O that my griefs were throughly weighed, and 
7 calamlitfes laid in the ballances together ! for 
now they would be heavier than the ſand, there- 
fore my words are ſwallowed up: For the ar- 
rows of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon 
whereof drinketh up my Spirits 3 the cerrors of 
God &do ſet themſelves in array againſt me. Oh 
do not caſt me quite away from thy Preſence 
but hea! choſe wounds which thou haſt made; and 
cauſe a calm where now the ſtorm is ſo exceeding 
dreadful. 

I have ſinned, what ſhall I dounto thee, O thou 
Preſerver of Men? Oh do not ſet me as a Mark 
_ thee; do not make me a burthen to my 

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O 
Lord; all my deſire is before thee, and my groan 
tng is not hid from thee. 

Ler not thy wrath till lie hard upon me, do net 
affIiet me with all thy waves. 

Oh draw a weary and heavy laden Soul to the 
Lord Jeſus, who alone can glve reſt unto me. 

Lord encourage my hope, and help me to be- 


| Heve. Chriſt was wounded that I might be healed ;. 


he was bound that I might be ſer at liberty ; he 
was forſaken and deſerted that thou mighreſt r<- 
turn to me: He was exceeding ſorrowful, even 
anto death, that I might partake of the joy of 
thy Salvation. | 

| I flie 
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I flie not unto carnal means,to divert and remove {| 
my ſorrows ; the pleaſures of the Worid, and the - 
advantages of ir, perceive are empty & low things. 

I mourn after God, I long for God, as the chaſed 
Hart afrer the Water-brooks. 

Oh (atiare a weary Sou), and repleniſh a forrow- 
ful Soul, that will certainly fink unlefs thou ſupport, 
aud dic away unleſs thou (peak comfort. 

6. The ſaxth Part of Prayer us, Imprecation a- 
£4inf others. 

Ler the works of the Devil be deftroyed, and | 
the Kingdom of the Prince of Da:kne(s be thrown 
down. 

Why ſhould Satan lead captive at his pleaſure 
the greater part of Mankind, and command ſo | 
grea? a mulritude of thoſe Souls that are capavle 
of honouring and ſerving Thee ? 

Haſt rhou nor ſpoiled Principalitles and Powers, 
and made a ſho of them, openly rriumphlog over 
them ? Oh let not conquered Enemics inſult and 
prevail; but let the Prince of this World be judged 
and caſt our, and let Souls by thouſands, and by 
millions be made free Indeed, Let Satan's Iaſtru- 
ments have a rebuke given them, and Jet no wea- 
pon proſper chat is formed againſt Zion. 'We de- 

fire not the woful day for thy Enemies, but we 
Increat that their hand may not be able to perform 
their Entcrprize againſt chy People, and all thelc 
Counſels my be carried headlong. x 

O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth, O 
God, to whom vengeance belongeth, ſhew thy ſell : 
life up thy elf, ae ay of the Earth, render a 
reward to the Proud. Lord, how long ſhall the 
Wicked, how long ſhall the Wicked triumph ? 
How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard things, 
and all the Workers of Iniquity boaſt themſelves? 
They break la pleccs thy People, O Lord, and 
aflict 

& = 
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afli& thine Heritage. The Plowers plow upon 
thy Peoples hacks, and make Jong thejr furrows. 
O thou that art the righteous Lord, break aſund-r 
the cords of the Ungodly. Let great Batylon 
come Into remembrance, and give the Scarler- 
colour d Whore, who has been drunk with the 
Blood of the Saints, Blood to drink, for ſhe is 
worthy, Her fivs have reached unto Heaven, Oh 
remember herinjquiriles. She ſays in hcr hearr, 
ſit as a Queen, and am mo Widdow, and ſhall 
ſee no ſorrow ; therefore let her Plagues come in 
one day; Death, and Mourning, and Famine ; 
and let her be utterly burnt with fire; for thou 
art ſtrovg, O Lord, that judgeſt her. - 
| Let nor Popery prevail, but Jet all abhor that 
' Religion which pleads for Idolatry, and that is (© 
excceding bloody. Oh when fhall that Prophecy be 
fulfilled, Babylon the great Is fallen, is fallen, and fs 
become the Hablitation of Devils, and the Hold of 
every foul Spirir, and a Cage of every unclean and 
hareful Bird ? When ſhall the Heavens rejoyce over 
her, and the holy Apoſtles and Prophets, becauſe 
God hath avenged them upoa her ? | 
Let Enemles to thy People become Friends, both 
to thy People and their own ſelves; bur If they 
are Implacable, make them to know they are but 
| Men, and wherein they deal proudly, ſhew thy ſelf 
. JH 1bove them. Ariſe, © Lord, and plead thine own 
A anſe, and let all thy Foes become thy footſtoo]. 
' 7. The laſt Part of Prayer is, Thanksgiving and 
Praiſe. 
oa, thou are infinitely exalted above all bleſ- 
ſing and praiſe: O how great is thy goodneſs 
which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee , 
which thou haft wrought for them that truſt in 
Thee before the Sons of Men! How precious 
are thy thoughts unto me, © God, how you 


rn tes do 


þ 


- 


158 The Gift of Prayer. 
js the ſum of them ? If 1 ſhould count them, they 
are more in namber than the Sand. 'Tis thou 
that haft made us, and not we our ſelves; our 
bodfes were curiouſly wrought by thee, and all 
our members were written in thy Book, and thou 
haſt been the Former of our Spirits. Thou haft } 
given me a Tongue to ſpeak, and therefore it ſhall © 
ſhew forth thy praiſe: Thou haſt given me a Soul | 
capable of love and jov, rherefore ft ſhall love 
thee, and rejoyce in thee. 1 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and al! that is with- | 
in me bleſs his holy Name; bleſs the Lord, O my {| 
Sou!, and forget not ail his begefits. I have been | 
caſt upon thee from the Womb, and have hung 
on thee ever fince 1 hung upon the Breaſts. How | 
many unknown and paſſible and deſerved Evils 
have I been preſerved from ? How many unde- 
ferved Mercies have' beet ſhowred down upon | 
me? Thou haſt been my Shepherd, O Lord, ſo 
that I have wanted nothing all my days, Many | 
are blind that I meer withal, bur T ſee; many ate | 
deaf, but 1 hear 53 many are dumb, bur my Torgue 
can ſpeak ; mary have loſt their Limbs, but ail 
my Bones have reaſon to ſay, Who Lord is like | 
unto thee ? my Limbs arc ſound, and Senſes per- 
fet; and T have the uſe of Reaſon, when many 
are difirated, and raving in B2dlam. 

I ſee not the hurtful Sword, neither do I hear * 
the alarm of 'War ; when others are terrified, ane* } 
behold Garments rolled in Blood, and their Souls | 
are wearted becauſe of Murthercrs. Thou ſcudeſt ! 
fruitful ſeaſons, and filleft our hearts with food 
and gladneis : Thou crowneſt the Year with thy { 
goodne(s, and thy paths drop fatneſs, We are 
leſs than the leaſt of Mercies, therefore thy good- 


neſs, O Lord, iz the greater, and more greatly ta | 
be admired. | he 


Taking 


The Gift of Prayer. IF9 
Thaxksgiving for Spiritual Merits. 

Oh the height, and' lepgth,and deprh,and breadth 
of the Love of God, in ſending Chrift into the 
Norld to be a Saviour. Glory be to God in the 
higheft, on Earth peace, good will towards Men. 

O wonderful, that the Word ſhould be made 
Fleſh ! that He who was in the Form of God, and 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God;ſhould 
take upon him the Form of a Servant, and become 
obedient to Death; that we might nor die and pe- 
riſh for ever. We bleſs thee that our cars do hear 
the joyful ſound of the Goſpel; and that the day- 
ſpring from on high hath vifired us, to guide our 
feet into the way of Peace, Thy Sabbaths, and 
thy Ordinances, and the means of . Grace, are Pri. 
viledges which we can never ſufficiemly value. 

Thou calleft upon os to-turn and live, and ſow? 
S car ſay, thon haſt made the Call effe&nal, We 
RY were (ſometimes darkneſs, but now are we light in 
the Lord 3; we wete Strangers, but now Children; 

we were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, but God, who 
4s rich. in mercy, for the great love wherewith he 
loved us, hath quickned us together with Chrift, 
BY Thou haft caſt ail our ſims behind thy back, and we 
| may rejoyce indeed, becauſe our vames are written 
' & in the Book of Life. Thou haſt made a new Co- 

veram whth us, ordered in ail things and fure, 
y and all.-rhat we can defire, :or need, 1s here pro- 
A "iſed. The bleſſings -of both Worlds thou haſt 
; engaged to beſtow ; . and this Covenant is more 
t firm than the Ordinances of the Heavens : The 
1 Y Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills be remoyed ; 
y | 
e 
Q 


the Heavens and the:Earth ſhall paſs away, but thy 
kindneſs ſhall got depart from us, nor the Cove- 
pant of thy Peace be removed, but abide for ever- 
nore. 


Thanksgiving 


| T60 . The Gift of Prayer. 
Thanbspiving for Eternal Mercits. * v2 
'- Thy. Salvarion is 'ncar, O Lord ;. and he that 
ſhall com&{will come, and will not carry. Time 
is wearing awiy apace, and the everlaſting King- 
. dom is F hand. \ 

'Tis bur a Hittle while, and we ſhall be in:thy 
Preſence, where there is fulne(s of Joy, and Plea- 
 fure for evermore. 

| Then our Hope will he ſwailowed up jn Fraition, 
and our Faith in ſeeing of thee Face to Face. 
We ſhall be made perfe&ly holy, and compleatly 
heppy; we ſhall fia no more, we ſhall forrow no } 
more, but be at reſt eternally. We ſhall be crowned | 
with life and righteouſnefs, and reign with God in 
his everlaſting Kingdom. | Lo IJ 

Bleſſed be the Lord who hath given us everiaſt- | 
ing Conſolation, and good hope through Grace of 
ſuch av Inheritance 3 where we ſhall to ererniry be 
admiring free Grace, and making Heaven rinp 
with everlaſting Hallelujahs. While T live I will 
praiſe the Lord, and after death I will begin to 
praiſe him in a betrer manner, aud: never, never . 
give over praifing. 

Now nnto Him that is able to do: exceeding 
abundantly above all rhat we either ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, Unto 
Him be Glory in the Churchof gy through- : 
out all Ages, and World without End. Ames, 
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